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'T was a Saying of the Fewiſh' miſe 
' 'men, He x atoms the Feaſts, 
A or the ſacred Convyentions., - (of- 
which the Paſsover was: the chief ), and 
he who maketh yoid the Covenant of 
Abraham qur. Father (which was Cir- 
camciſion) there is no-portion for him. 
in the World to come. A Saying.wor- 
thy their conſideration who deſpiſe things 
ſacred, whether the -boly Aſſemblies, or. 
the holy. Sacraments. GCorieſpondent 
 whereume is:that expreſſion of .oue, of er. 
own men, who tells us, Thatito negiect 
_ "the Sacrament of the Lord?s Supper, 
hath more of evil and danger in It, 
than people do uſually think of ;- For, 
1. It is next to the .difowning of 
Chriſtianity, or not profeſſing. our ' . 
ſlyes to be Chriſt's Diſciples. 2. It 
is a cutting our ſelyes off from theBo-: 
dy of Chriſt, an openDeclaration that 

we. have.no Communion with hint; 
A. 2 __and? 
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* and therefore as plain a confeſſion 
E that we deſerve to' be rejected and caſt 1 
'q off by him, for whom we have ſo little MA ; 
ff regard. Both which Sayings do evidemt- AM ; 
if - ly declare the ſence #4 ther Authors s A | 
ro the neceſſity of Sacraments, and ſacred 
Conventions, _ | ; 
| Theſe Sayings have ſo much of weight , 
in them, not only from the Authority of i. 
their Authors, but alſo from thoſe rea- : 
ſens. upon which they are founded, thit AM © 
710 man will have cauſe to wonder, when @ 
il bim, that at firſt ſight, 1 was wery p 
. much affetted with them. bY 
. But when I had ſeriouſly conſidered © 
the Inſittutien of the ſacred Euchiriſt, IF 
or -Stupper of the Lord, and dtliberately 
 meiobed the word of command which at- 
. feds it, T could not but ſtand aftoniſh:d 
70- obſerve the ſlight and neplef which 
people uſually put upon it, Wn; 
This deeply engaged my thoughts for 
ſome time, and made me mighty deſirous 
to diſcover the reaſon, ana if poſſible, to 
find out ſome ſutable remedy. Ts this ? 
end] ſet. my ſelf ſeriouſly to obſerve the : 
deſign of the Author and I: ſlituter ofthis 
holy' Feaſt, and upon the moſt ailigent b 
| ſearch, and exatleſt ſcrutinythat ] could 


makes. 
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ake, could find nothing intended by him, . 
but only the good of Mankind. I examin'd 
the thing it ſelf, and conld diſcover no- 
thing therein, but What had a real ten-- 
dency to man's happineſs. | | 

I heard God, y his Ambaſſ, adors. the- 
Miniſters of the Goſpel with all the kind: 
neſs and earneſineſs imaginable, inviting 
and. perſwading men thereunto ; . and, I- 
ſaw men, mith' all the averſion, . ſcorn- 
and contempt poſſible, refuſe the kinaneſs* 
that was ad, and rejetÞ the invitation. 
that. was- given them; I ſaw a Table: 


1 ſpread, a rich Feaſt provided, and no-- 


thing wanting but tbe Gueſts to ſut down; 
and I beheld thoſe who were invited, and: 
who ought thankfully to have received ſo- 
great a favour, ſtand off, and keep at as- 
reat 4 diſtance,. as if there had been re-- 
ally Mors in Olla; Death in the Pat, or 
ſome deadly poyſon in the Bread and. 
Wine which was offered to them. Os 
This ſurpriſed me ſo, that I ſtood ama-- 
zed, and could not be at quiet till I bad: 


| foiind-out. the cauſe of this rude behavi-- 


our. This put me upon being more Carts: 
015 and inquifitive than before , And at 
laſt T-efpied two evil Demons lurking in 
their ſecret Corners, Viz. Ignorance and 
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. one-mho hath- embraced the Faith; and. 


_ knew their own nappineſs ! 
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-Þ Prejugjce and plainly- found that they- 
 bud:been the» occaſion of 'all this.” © 


" T'o obviate-therefore both theſe , by _ 


better inſtrutting the ignorance of ſome, 
pooch”; the prejudices of others, is: 


the great buſineſs of this ſmall Treatiſe, 


*was- the 'only; deſign of the _Anthor.. 
And if in any-meaſare it may prove ſer-- 


viceable to theſe great and good ends, Let- 
God have the" glory of it. — 

Did men: truly know; what it 15 to-be- 
admitted - pueſts at God®s Table, to-have: 
the honour not only to feaſt with him, but» 


' feaſt upon him ;, that it is none»ef thoſe. 
common mercies, which are equally ſhar*d 


among the ſons of: men ;, but a priviledge. 
peculiar-only to the followers of the holy: 
 Feſus. That man as man hath no-right 
 rherennto, but as he 45 a Chriſtian man, 


ſubmitted himſelf+to the Goſpel of :Chriſt 
Feſus. Did all:who pretend to Chriſt iani+, 


ty trulyknow this, how much: would they - 


valne themſelves upon that account ? How 
fitly- may that of: the” Poct 'be-applyed to 


fuch:: | 
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How happy are Chriſtians ,, if they 


But * 
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But alas ! how little is this underſtood ? 


.. or if at all, how little is it valued by- any: 
'« of them ? Certainly: were men-ſo ſenſible 


of their own happinefs, as one.would think, 
rhey ought- to be. we. ſhould. not need ſo 
earneſtly, and yet ſo. unſucceſsfully , to 


_ " invite them to this holy Feaſt, as uſually- 


we-do. They would with leſs reluttancy,. 
and more readineſs embrace , .and with. 
greater Reverence and Devotion uſe ſuch. 
opportunities. With 'what longing de- 
ſires, and greedy appetites would they re-- 
ceive them? With what. care and caution: 
would they fit: and prepare themſelves. to. 
be preſent at ſo great and glorious an en-- 
tertainment ?. Then would they employ all 
their thoughts, and all their time, | ſa to. 
deck: and adorn their Souls, that nothing. 
might appear unhandſome or unſeemly,. 
either in.them.or about them, when the 
come into the preſence of: the holy Feſus ;. 
Then would. they cloth themſelves with. 
Faith and Charity as with a garment,and. 
having with tears of true and-unfeigned. 
repentance bewail”d the.miſcarriages 


_ "their by-paſt lives, they would with reſo- 


lutions of-better obedience for the future, 
and grateful: acknowledgments for the 
preſent opportunity , addreſs themſelves 
thereunto.. | But 
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But it 15 too ſad-a truth, The name of 


Chriſtian makes a great noiſe intheWorld, 


whilſt the power and life of Chriftianity 


is almoſt (I wiſh I might not ſay altoge- 


ther) loſt among us.. There are indeed a 


great many Chriſtians but little Chriſtia- 
nity left in the World. It is ſtoried of Dio- 
genes, that he went with a Candle and 


Lanthorn at Noon day: to ſearch: for an 


honeſt man in Athens ; 4nd-ſo may we too 
(and I am afraid loſe our labour as he 


ad) to ſearch for atrue Chriſtian among 
the crowd-of thoſe -who call themſelves by; 


that name. Shall we call him a Chriſtian, 


whoſe. mnchriſtian prattices contraditt his 


pretenſions thereunto ?: who demies obedi- 


ence. to the Laws of Ghriſt”s Kingdom, 
and declines all opportunities of approving 


himſelf ſuch an-one ? 


The Celebration of the Lora®s Supper, 
33 a buſineſs of our bleſſed Saviours own: 


Inſtitution, whoſe command we have, not 


only to do it, but to do-it often; and yet all - 
this notwithſtanding , bow few are-there- 
who ſeem to have- any- value. and eſteem 
for it ? Some ſcruple and ſay,they are there- 
zot ready; but never take care to.prepare. 


themſelves for it. Others pretend they are. 


hindered-by Worldly bufineſs; and yet are: 
). Ate ran oa "— 
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readier to engage in more,than to rid their 


W] hands of any they have already. But the 


S 


| far greater part do utterly ſlight and neg- 


TY 
2.4 i 


letFit, as athing not worthy their time 


and thoughts. I appeal to all ſober Chri- 


3 ſ/tians ,, whether this be not the cafe of 


Chriſtianity at this day ? and if ſo, how 
ſad a ſymptom is it of its decay and lan- 
eaſhment F 

To prevent which, what better expedi- 
ent Can we find out, than to teach men the 
true worth an { value of Religion, and 
perſwade them to entertain a regard and 
eſteem for it, ſutable to the dignity there- 
of. Bur becauſe general diſcourſes, 
thou:h. never ſo excellent in themſelves, © 
ſeldom prove very effettuat ;, not for any 
acfeft inthem, but for want of a due ca-' 
pacity in thoſe to whom they are delivered, 
who b-ing for the moſt part either igno- 
rant or prejudicate-perſons, or cannot, or” 
will not apply them to the particular in- 
ſtances and duties of their Religion. 

For this reaſon Thave fix*d my thoughts 
upon one great- and neceſſary duty, viz. 
Receiving the Sacrament of the Lord?s 
Supper. A thing, which by the command 
of Chriſt, we ſtand obliged todo, and do 
often.in remembrance of him, Wherein 
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The Preface. 
the dying love of the bleſſed F eſus is fo 


lively repreſented to us, as cannot chuſe 
but mightily affe our minds. Can we 
think of what he hath done and ſuffered 
For us, and yet be wanting in thoſe duti- 
ful returns, and grateful acknowledge- 
ments that are due to him ? Can we be- 
hold thoſe wounds that our ſins have given 
him, without a tranſportation of mind, 
and an holy indignation apainſt our ſelves 
for it ? Can we ſee him-1n his gore blood 
praying, intreating and My. us to 
be reconciled to him, without melting in- 
fo tears, and bumbling our ſelves in duſt 
and aſbes ? | 

To maks men in love with their Relogi- 
on, aud particularly with this great and 
almoſt neglefied part of it, was my deſign 
wn firſt framing this Diſcourſe ;, and Be 
this very end have I ſuffered it to look, 
abroad, and do humbly and heartily-pray, 
that God Almighty would ſecond my #/As 
fign with-his bleſſing ,. and make it ſer- 
viceable to men: for their. good. 

T bave all along induſtriouſly avoided: 
thoſe knotty controverſies which have 
made ſo much noiſe in the World about 
this Sacrament , looking upon them as 
things fitter to amuſe than edify. T have 

endeavoured. 
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endeavoured to entertain my Reader, not 
with words, but matter ;, not with'Rheto- 
rical flouriſhes, but plain truth. T have 
endeavoured to repreſent this holy Sacra- 
ment 1n its native and primitive dreſs, 
to acquaint my Reader , with the truc, 
plain, and genuine notion of  it,. 'mithout = 
the additions of Popiſh Superſtition. aid 
Idelatry on the one hand, or Fanatical 
miſconceivings and miſrepreſentations on 
the other. I have laboured to eaſe the 
minds of men of thoſe fears and jealou- 
ſes, thoſe ſcruples, doubts and objettions, 
which they have been taught to make 
againſt their -own happineſs. I have 
furniſhed them with ſome rules which may 
direft them in their preparation for this 
holy Feaſt. I have acquainted them how 
they ought to bebave themſelves when they 
are.at Gods Table, and what will be ex- 
pefted from them after they have been 
there, And all this with the greateſt 
plainneſs in the World. 

This, Reader, # the ſubſtance of this 
little Book,, which 1 now commit into thy 
hands, only 'begging this of thee, That 

to the reading of it, thou wouldſt brin 
a ſober and unbiaſſed mind, void of &: 4 
fron aud prejudice, willing to be inform-. 
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ed, and ready to. embrace truth for * 
truth*s ſake :, being deſirons, not only to 
know, but a5 ready to do thy duty when it ] 
is known. If I can but obtain this of | 
thee , 1 do not doubt but that by God's 
bleſſing upon thine and my Endeavours, 
thou. wilt find comfort and advantage by 
i#t. Which that thou mayeſt do,' now 15, 

: and ever (hall be the humble and hearty 
Prayer of the Author of it. 
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1 - - Ad 
PARISHIONER 
i p ouching the 

SACRAMENT 
RR a 
JLORD'S SUPPER. 


JI Paftor. # NOodMorrow,Neigh- 


bour . Pariſhioner, 


I 'pray which way are you travel- 
J ling this Morning ? 
| G 40 Pariſh- 
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at anend, for Iwas going to wait | 


F—__ 


2 4 Dialogue between 


- Pariſbioner. A good Morning | 
to you, M- Paſtor; by ſo happily *% 
meeting with you, my Journey is 


upon you. He: 
Paſtor. Good Wits, they ſay, 


will jump ſometimes, and ſo I ſee 


( 
c 
will gaod intentions too, for my A r 
deſign was to make you a viſit Ft 
this Morning. | A 

Pariſhioner. IT thank you, good & | 
Mr. Paſtor, tor your kind inten- ® ] 
tions, and Ppray let not my meet- Þ| | 
ing with you divert them. 

Paſtor. T am not willing to loſe % 
the end of my Jonrney,oor would 4 
T have you loſe yours ; and there- 7 
fore when I know whether my 
going with you, or your going 
with me , will better. ſerve the 
deſign of us both , I ſhall readily 
comply with eirher. _ | 

Pareſbioner. 1 do not know, Sir, 
what your delignin coming to 
me may be, though IT am well 
Eh 7-0 amd 


© Paſtor and Pariſhioner. 3 


ing Þ afſured it muſt be good\and kind ; 


F but mine in coming to you, was 
y 15 F not only to Pay my reſpeQs, but 
alt I to receivea kindneſs from you. 

3 Paſtor. I thank you for your 
Ys I Civility, and if it be in my pow- 
ee Yer to anſwer your deſires, you 
ny 7} may reſt aſſured that I will not 
fit Þ be wanting in my endeavours. | 

2 You have nothing to. do therefore 
od Y bur only to e known what 
n- * kindneſs that is which you expe& 
et- | from me. 

3 Pariſbioner. That whichT have 
le 7 to defire of you is a matter of 
ld 2 great moment. Tr is the greateſt 
'e- AF kindneſs that I can deſire of, or 
1 4 expect from, any one in this 
1g 7 World. 
ne f Paſtor. The greater the better, 
ly 2 provided it be but in my power 
_ . } todoit,andtherefore pray be free 
r, 2 tolet me know it. 

3 Pariſhioner. Sir, You are placed 
F here, by the appointment of Di- 
3 B 2 vine 
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— 


vine Providence, as my Spiritual 


Guide, to inſtruEt me 1n the true # 
Worſhip: of God, and dire me | 


in the _ way to Heaven and 
Happineſs. I 

your: Lips preſerve Knowledge; 
and therefore at your Mouth I 


am to enquire for it. Your work, 3 


I know, 1s very great, and your 


. Iam topreſume that 4 


[nh we nal 


x 
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charge weighty ; you ſtand char- * 
ged with the Salvation of all our # 


Souls. But as your _ concern is ” 


great, {o ours cannot be little ; 
Our Souls lie at ſtake, it is our 
Salvation that is endeavoured,and 
therefore it is certainly our duty 
to do what we can in order there- 
unto ; which if we refuſe or neg- 
lect to do, all your endeavours, 
though never ſo great and good, 
will, as to us , prove vain and 
fruitleſs. I very well know, 
that if you faithfully diſcharge 
your duty,you may thereby pleaſe 
God, and ſave your own Soul ; 


4. % X 


but 8 
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4 but if we 1n the mean time neg- 
7 left ours,notwithſtandingall your 
4 diligence , we may periſh, and 
4 our blood will be upon our own 
J heads. Theſe thoughts for ſome 
F time have very much troubled 
# me, and I have long conſidered 
2 with my ſelf, what was beſt for 
F meto do ; at length I found that 
# all my hopes of happineſs, both 
# here and hereafter, did depend + 
-- upon my Religion, -and that if I 
4 did not piouſly anddevoutly ſerve 
FJ and worſhip God , I could have 
Z no reaſonto expe either his bleſ- 
3 ſingand proteCtion in this World, 
or to have any part in that bleſſed 
3 ſtate in theWorld to come. Now 
3 ſeeing Religion is a'thing of ſo 
"3 mighty concern 'to- the Soris of 
men, there can be nothing ſurely, 
the knowledge whereof ought 
more to be deſired and endea- 
voured. TI have oftentimes there- 
tore had it 'in my thoughts to 
B 3 walt 


/ 
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wait upon you, and to delire your 
diretion and in{trufQtion therein ; 7 
and though hitherto ſomething or 
other hath always prevented me; 4 
yet finding of late one main duty of ? 
ourReligion,in a more than uſual 
manner preſſed upon us, and be- } 
lieving that it did require our # 
moſt ſober thoughts, and ſerious 3 
conſiderations ; this did revive 
-and heighten my reſolution -of 
waiting on you; But when I 
heard in publick your pious and 
charitable Declaration to all your 
People, how ready and willing, 
Nay how glad you would be to 
ſpend your time, in ſetting their 
minds right in this great_affair; Þ 
I was thereby ſo encouraged,that Þ 
_ | was impatient of any delay; # 
and upon that very account, and 
for that very end, I was now 
coming to wait On yOu. O08 
Paftor. And for this very end, 


. 


I was now coming to viſit you ;. 
and 


JT Paſtor andPariſhioner. 7 


Dur # and I hope that good God who | 
in; 7 hath inſpired us both with the 

2 fame thoughts, will bleſs both our 
ne; MF deligns, and make that commu- 


7 of MF nication we are now about to en- 
ual FF ter upon,to bein the end of great 
be- Þ} comfort andadvantageto us both. 
ur But this place not þeing altoge- 
us ther ſo convenient , I will deſire 
Ve you to walk to my Houſe, where 


of #F wewilll retire into my Cloſet, and. 
T * being there ſequeſtred from all 
1d {| noiſe and diſturbance , we may 
ur 3X calmly and quietly debate be- 
g,, 4Þ tween our ſelves, whatſoever is 
0 thought fit to be propounded by 
ir Þ} either of us. | 
3 #F Parifhioner. Ithank you, Mr. 
t YF Paſtor, for your kind offer and in- 
; AF vitation, and do willingly actept - 
} 3 of it; andI doaffure you, that L 
7 F comewitha mind voidof all paſ-- 
ſion and prejudice, ready prepa-- 
red with all humility and meek- 


, neſs to receive ſuch wholeſome 
'B. 4. inſtru-.. 
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inftructions as I hope to receive 
Hen yos. 4 i | 
Paſtor, T'am glad to find you 
in ſo good a temper, and that you 
have ſo great a ſenſe of Religion 
and the duties of it. This gives 
me good hope , that before we ? 
part, we ſhall both of us have # 
occaſion to bleſs God for this 
meeting. . ; 
Pariſhiozer. I am: of that opi- 
nion too, Sir, and to that end do 
make it my hearty Prayer to God, 
that he would be. pleaſed to give 
bis blefling to what we go about. 
Paſtor. Well, Neighbour Pa- 
riſhioner , you are heartily wel- 
come, andthe more welcome, 
becauſe you now viſit me upon 
{o pious and {o religious-an ac- 
count. And though you tell me, 
that at this time you expeCtt a 
kindneſs from me , yet I: moſt 
freely acknowledge , you do me 
the greateſt kindneſs 1maginable;: 
For, 
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FFor, you give me an opportunity: +4 
2 to do good 'Y and to do 1t in that. 


you A place and ſtation which God hath 
700 Yappointed me. *Pray therefore ſit 
ion AY down, and conſider 'with your 
ves © {ef what you have to propound ; 
we © be free init, and confidently ex-- 
ve 2 pett all the ſober ſatisfaction I am: 


# able to give: you. 
$ Pinker I once more hear-: 
# tily thank you;,. Mr. Paſtor, both 
* for. your welcome , and the free- 
d, 34 dom you give'me. I have indeed. 
76 A much to fay , and more than I 
t, Þ} think will be convenient. at this: 
;= F time; TI confeſs Iam too too 1g- 
|- F Porant of my Religion, and there- 
> AF fore ſhould be very deſirousto be 
na FF inſtructed in all the-principles of 
- F 1t- But this I am ſenſible is agreat 
, FJ work, and will require ' both: 
2 Þ& more time, and: more conſidera- 
+ FF tion than this occaſional meeting; 
> FF and diſcourſe will admit: of. Thar 
therefore.which- T ſhall now con- 
B. 5; fine: 
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fine my {elf to, and deſire to. be 


1nſtrutted in, 1s that-great Ordi- 


nance which you now invite us. 
to, I mean the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper. *4f 
Paſtor. My good Neighbour, 
There is nothing: either in this 
particular, nor in any other part 
of the Chriſtian Religion, which 
at fit times and due ſeafons I ſhall 


A » & + 


ticular ? i 
Pariſhioner. Sir, You have' of 


__ ate invited us to this great Feaſt, 


and that with all the earneſtneſs 
Hmaginable ; you have told us, 


_- thatitisa duty incumbent upon 
us, and that. by vertue of 2 di- 


vine command, you have endea- 
pj” youred 
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F voured to make out the great and 

- MY indiſpenſible neceſſity of it. And 
| FI do find that our Governours 
FJ both in_ Church and State , by 
I their SanQions both Civil and Ec- 
FJ cleſfiaſtical, do, what in them li- 
FJ th, to enforce this command, and 
art Yexaft from us the performance of 
ch FF this duty. Now, Sir, for my own 
all Þ part, I muſt ingenuoufly acknow- 
Kt 7 ledge,that Icannot conceive-whar 
alt Þ defign or intereſt you can have to- 
ne Þ impoſe a lie, a falfhood upon your. 
at Ypeople; to. tell-them that it is. 
art Yoommanded by God , if it were 
2 Anot really fo ; efpecially when I 
r= YFconlider that the facred Records 
' _ _ Fareinthe hands of all men; and: 
f Fif it were not: ſo, the folly and: 
b, 7 fallity of {ach an aſſertion might 
Ss 2 calily be detefted. Nor can I 
> A believe, that either God would 
> FT command'it, or our Governours 
F <xatt our compliance.with , ,and' 
obedience to that command; if 
it 
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It. were not a thing both-neceſſa-. 1 
ry,. good and fit to-be done. But,. | 
Sir,. we have been of late times # 
faught by other Miniſters, that * 
though it be:a duty, yet it is a: 
* dangerous one ; who have fo re-. Þ 
preſented:the thing unto us as the: | 
moſt, trightful- Mormo., and the- \ 
greateſt. Bugbear in. the. World ;; 4 
who.have given: it: ſuch a Chara-- | 

Qter; and-put-1t into-ſuch-a dreſs, Þ 
as, if: they had deſigned thereby. i 
Bot: to: allure and'invite,. but to: 3 
deter and: affright men: from ha-- 3 
ving any thing to dowithit. This, % 
E confels hath very much puzled- * 
my. mind, and'not-only mine, but: % 
that of -many- others, who I hope- 1 
are very: honeſt and-well-meaning. 
Chriſtians; This hath-raiſed-ſuch: 
a ftorm-1n.the minds of men, as: 
hath made themiſo ſtaggering and: 
unreſolved; ſo fearful to do what: 
_ - perhaps. they are ſatisfied they) 
aught: tQ; dos. Eo. take oft this, 
fright: 
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a-. Y fright therefore, and: reſtore my: 
ut,, WM mind to a calm, quiet, and peace-: 
nes MF able temper again, I defire yow 
hat Y would inform my judgment in: 
s a FF the true nature and: notion of this; 
re-. F holy Sacrament. Fn 
he: 1 Paſtor. That I have of late;. 
he- # with great earneſtneſs, ' invited: 
d;;: Y you to this holy Feaſt, and per- 
ra-.  1waded: you thereunto-, as: to a 
duty that is abſolutely and indiſ-- 
by. ® penlibly neceſſary by vertue of 
to.  the-inſtitution and command: of 
1a-- # our blefledSaviour. And: that our 
1's, K Governours both in Church and: 
ed, 3 State have taken cognizance of 
ut: # the great neglect of this duty, and' 
pe- = are at this time very: deſirous to: 
1g F reduce mentoa right underſtand- 
h: 3 ing:of this-great Ordinance; and' 
as: F 3a reformation of their 'praQtice: 
1d; if rouching the-fame, is all of it ve-: 
at: i xy. true; But notwithſtanding: 
: their: care; and our: endeavours-in 
abedience. both to God and them;; 
yetr 
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yet we. find people very averſe 
thereunto, mighty unwilling to: 
do their duties, though it be their: 
greateſt concern 1{o- to do. And 
probably this thewr backwardneſs. 
may proceed from that. very rea-. 
ſon which you mention, wiz. the- 
tnconliderate raſhnefs, and intem- 
perate zeal of ſome, who in the. 
rtmes of confuſion have uſurped 
the Office of the Miniſtery, and 
. either out of deſign, or for want. 
of underſtanding; or both, have- 
pur fuch a frighttul charaQter up- 
_ on this holy Ordinance , as hath 

unſetled and diſtracted the minds.. 
of many well-meaning Chriſtians. 
How: much theſe men. have to. 
anſwer: for, who by this means.. 
have brqken the Communion;and- 
diſturbed the peace of: the beſt re- 
formed, and; moſt flouriſhing: 
Chriitan- Church in the. whole 
World, they themſelves will one : 
day. find. But I am glad to find 
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yau. ſo well inclined, as to. deſire 
to have your Judgment better in- 
formed, that being the only true 
way to ſettle your mind, and re- 
ſtore it to a calm, quiet and peace- 
able temper again. 

| 'To fatisfy. therefore this your. 
f juſt and godly defire, I ſhall 
endeavour with all plainneſs to 
acquaint you with the genuine 

d. true notien of this holy Sa-- 
crament-; but in order thereunto, 
it may be: convenient that in the- 
firſt place I give you ſome ac- 
count of Sacraments in general. 

Sacraments are either properly. 
or-1mproperly fo called. _ 

, A Sacramentimproperly local 
led is, when the word 1s uſed in- 
a targe fence for any ſacred rite, 
or religious duty. And thus both: 
the. Jewiſh and Chriſtian Writers 
uſe the word; for, thoſe, who have: 
been | converfant in the Writings 
of the former, tell us, that mW 

of 
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of their facred Rites are by-them 
called by that name. And thoſe 
who have narrowly ſearched the. 
Records of the ancient Fathers 
fince' the Inſtitution. of Chriſtia- 
nity have obſerved, That all- or 
molt Articles which are peculiar 
to Chriſtian Faith, and all or moſt 
dutiesof Religion, containing that: 
which-ſenſe or natural reaſon can-- 
not of it {elf diſcern, are by them: 
eommonty called Sacraments,And 
m this ſence the Church: of Rowe, 
mſtead of her: {even Sacraments; 
may reckon ſeventy , or ſeven- 
ſcore, or more if ſhe pleaſe. - 
_ _ But there are Sacraments pro- 
perly ſo called;when in'a-reftrain- 
_ ed ſence:we- apply the word to 
ſome few principal divine Cere- 
monies, and then 1t imports in' 
every ſuch Ceremony two things, 
vis, The ſubſtance of the Cere- 
mony- it” ſelf , which: is: viſible :- 
andi{omewhat elſe which:is more 
| | {ecret,, 
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ſecret, in reference whereunta We 
conceive that: Ceremony to: be. A 
Sacrament. 55: 7.,."24, Ul 
Of this latter ſort we now -un+ 
derſtand the Word, and of - this 
kind we meet with two only in 
the Old Teſtament, viz.Circumci- 
ſion and the Paſsover; and: correſ- 
pondent thereunto we find two 
only-in the New Teſtament, v:z. 
Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper. 
' 'The Word, Sacrament , 15 va- 
riouſly taken, and according to 
the different acceptations of. it di- 
veflly detined; 
Sometimes it 1s taken for the 
ſign only, and then it is ſtiled, A 
viſible ſign of inviſible grace. 
Sometimes, it is taken: for the 
thing ſignified only, and then it 
is-called, The free mercy of God 
offered to-us in and by Chriſt, 
Sometimes tt is. taken for the 
whole, viz. both for the ſign and 
the thing, ſignified,and. the whole 
| ation 
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ation thereabout ; and then it 4s 
fad tobe, A Teftimony confirm- 
ing by an external fign the whole- 
fome promiſes of God to Belie- 
vers, and as it were engraving 
them in their minds. 
- All which is compendiouſly 
delivered to us in -our-Church- 
Catechiſm; in. Anſwer to that 
Queſtion , What meaneſt thou by 
this Word Sacrament * The An- 
{wer whereunto is this, T1 mear 
41: outward and viſible fign of an in-- 


ward and ſpiritual grace, given un-- 
to us, ordained by Chriſt himſelf, as 
4 means whereby we recetve the ſame, 
and. a pledge to aſſure ms thereof. 
From all which it appears,that 
there are four Conditions requi- 
fite in every Sacrament properly 
fo called, the want of any of 
which will overthrow the whole 
notion and nature of it. 
1. It muſt be of divine Infti-. 
tutzon. For, being a Seal of a di-- 
VINC:- 
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vine promiſe of Eternal Life, and 
ſuch ſpiritual Grace as none can 
give but-only God ; It cannot-be 
inſtituted either by the Apoſtles, 
or holy Angels, or any other but - 
only God. And therefore 0ur 
Church, when ſhe defineth a-Sa- 
crament of the New "Teſtament, 
maketh this a neceſſary part of 


X her definition, that it is ordain- 


ed by Chriſt himſelf. Hence is it, 
that the Evangelifts, when they 
relate the Hiſtory of. the Inftitu- 
tion of this Sacrament ,- are ſo 
careful to mention the Author and 
Inftituter of it. And St. Pazsl per- 
{wading the Church of (orizth to 
a due and orderly Celebration of 
this Sacrament, 1s careful to ac- 
quaint them, That what he de- 
hvered unto them , he had re- 
ceived from the Lord, x Cor. 
IT.22. SLSR, 

2, It muſt have ſome viſible 
fign. For, Sacraments are _ 
| ore 
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fore uſed, that by viſible ſigns we 
may. know and comprehend Hea- 
venly and inviſible things; and 


_ therefore our Church in her defi- 


nition of #Sacrament, calleth it, 
An outward and viſible ſign of an 
inward and | per grace. 

3. It muſt have a divine Pro- 
miſe added to the: ſign, that ſo 
the thing ſignified may be united 
therewith. The promiſe muſt 
import. ſpiritual grace here, and 
Eternal Life hereafter. Which 
Promiſe is-as it were the Soul of 
the Sacrament :. for, as man con- 
ſiſts of Body and Soul , ſo a Sa- 
crament conſiſts of a ſign and 
thing ſignified. And this is the. 
inward and ſpiritual grace men- 
tioned 1nthe Definition. 

4. It muſt be given to the 


 wholeChurch as a perpetual ſign, 


viz, as long as the outward form 
of the, Chutch inſtituted by God 
ſhall continue. For, . the Law 
Concerning, 
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concerning. the form of outward 


Worſhip being changed, the uſe 
of thole Sacraments which were 
inſtituted during the continuance 
of that form, 1s alſo.changed. So 
the Sacraments: of the Old Teſta- 
ment are not now uſed in the 
New, becaule the external Form 
of God's Worſhip is now changed. 
So likewiſe Anointing;,; the gift 
of Miracles ,. &c. . though they 
were given to the Church of the 
New Teſtament, yetbecauſe they 
were neither given 'to the whole 
Church, nor for perpetuity, they 
cannot properly be. called Sacra- 
ments. . EC) | 66:3 
Theſe are thoſe four Conditi- 
ons, which ought jointly to meet 
in every Sacrament properly -1o 
called. For, Whatfoever wants a 
divine Inſtitution, a viſible ſign, 
a divine promiſe added to that 
{ign, and a -coxval duration: with 
the external Form of God's Wor 
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ſhip in that Church to which it is # 
given, cannot properly be called | 
a - SACrament. 

This 'ſhort account of Sacra- 
ments in general, .I thought fit to 
prenuſe, looking upon it as a 

od preparative for: the” better 
dining of the. true notion 
of the ponerer of the Lords 

Supper 1n.particular. 

gy: rg TI heartily thank 

ou, Mr. Paſtor, forthe pains you 

ave taken in thous clearing the 
way. You have farniſhed me 
with a better notion of Sacra- 
ments, than. I had before; and 
thereby given me ſo 22 ſatif- 
fabtion, that you ſhall not need 
to- beſpeak my attention hereat- 
ter. I beſeech you therefore, ſince 
you have well diſpatched the no- 
tion of Sacraments in.general,that 
you would now proceed to that 
of the Lord's Supper in patti- 


cular. 
| Paſtor. 
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s ' Paſtor. I ſhall very' willingly 
d comply with your deſire, and in 

ſo doing I ſhall endeavour to do 
1- theſe two things: IT. To ſhow 
0 you plainly what notion you 
a ought to have of the Lord's Sup- 
r per. Il. That the Celebration 


n AX} thereof is a duty incumbent up- 
s XF onus by vertueof a divine Com- 
Y mand. A. ok 1 
k FF HI. We muſt look upon this 
u |, Supper as a Sacrament--properly 
e Þ fo called. TI have already ſhown 
e A you what conditions are requiſite 
- FF to conſtitute ſuch a-Sacrament ; 
4 FX andif I make it appear that all 
f MF thoſe conditions are to he found 
d ÞF 1 this,, then may' it be qufily 
f. A} reckoned as one of that number. 
6 The Conditions I told you 
» FF were thele four. Et... 
t BH Þ. A Divine Inſtitution. Now 
t AF that this boly Supper was inftitu- 


I- ted and ordained by Chriſt, that 
it owes its Original to-none other 
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but only the Son of God and our 


Saviour, will plainly appear from 
the concurrent teſtimonies of St. 
Matthew, St. Mark, and St. Lake: 
St. Matthew: gives us this' account 
- of it : As they were eating, 
Math 25: Jeſus took Bread, and bleſ- 
V. 20, 27z "he . : | 
28,29, 30, ſed it, and: brake it, and 
| . gave it tothe Diſciples,and 
 {aid, Take, Eat ; This is my Body. 
CApnd he took the Cup, and when. he 
hhd. given: thanks, he gave it to 
them', ſaying, Drink ye all of it: 
For this is my blood of the New Te- 


ftament, which is ſhed for many for 


the rewei(ſion' of fins. But 1- [ay un- 
to you It Ro arink Fu 
of thts fruit of the Vine, until that 
day',” when I drink it new with you 
in my Father's Kjngdom. Ard when 
they had ſung an Hymn , they went 
out into'the Mount of Olives. 
Much to the ſame purpoſe is 
that account which St. Mark 
_ gives of it : Ard as they dideat, 
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Jeſus took bread, and when En 4. 
he had given thanks, he. ,, 26 
brake it , and gave it to © 

them, and ſaid , Take, Eat, this is 


my Body. Alſo he took the (up, and 


when he had given thanks, he gave 
it to them, and they all drank of it. 
And he-ſaid unto them, This is my 
blood of the New Teſtament which is 
ſhed for many. Verily, I ſay unto 
you, T will drink no more of the fruit 
of the Vine until that day, that I 
arink it new in the Kjngdomof God. 
And when they had ſung an Hymn, 
they went out into the Mount of 
Olives. ._ - a _ 
St. Lake alſo, with little varia- 
tion, gives the ſame account. Ad 
he took bread, and. when he 
had given thanks he brake 
it, and gave it to them, [ay- 
ing, This is my body which is gives 


Luke 22. 
V. 19,20» 


for you , this do in remembrance of 


me. Likewiſe alſo after Supper he 
took the Cup, ſaying, This Cup is the 
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New Teſtament in my blood, which is 
ſhed for you. | 

And if we call in St. Paw to 
give his ſuffrage with theſe three 
Evangelifts, we ſhall find him ac- 
cording with them all in the Hi- 
ſtory of the Sacrament and the 
Inſtitution of it , but moſt ex- 
prefly with St. Luke; 1 Cor. 11. 
22, 24, 25, 26. I have received 
of the Lord that which T alſo 
have delivered unto you , That the 


Lord Jeſus the ſame night in which © 


he was betrayed, took bread, and when 
he had given thanks, he brake it, and 
ſaid, Take, Eat , This is my body 
which is broken for you, this do ye in 


remembrance of me. After the ſame 


wanxer he took the (up when he had 
ſupped, ſaying, This Cup is the new 

eſt ament in my blood, this do, as 

t as you drink it, in remembrance 
of me. For, as often as you eat this 
Bread, and arink this Cup, ye do 
fhew (or ſhew ye) forth. the Lord's 
Death till he come. 'Thus 


Paſtor and Pariſhioner. 27 


Thus have I ſhown you all 
thoſe Scriptures, which give any 
account of the Hiſtory of this Sa- 
crament and the inſtitution of it, 
and you ſee plainly, they do all 
agree, that it was ordained and 
inſtituted by Chriſt ;-that it owes 
its Original to none other but on- 
ly the Son of God, the Lord's 
Chriſt, and our Jeſus : and it ſo, 
then the firſt thing requiſite for 
the conſtitution of- a Sacrament 
properly ſo called, viz. A Divine 


Inftitution , doth evidently ap- 


pear in the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper. | 7 
2. The ſecond thing requilite 
for the conſtitution of a-Sacra- 
ment properly ſo called, is a viſ- 
ble ſign. And that there are ſuch 
things in the Lord's Supper, is vi- 
ſible and apparent ; for, by the 
words of Inſtitution, Bread and 
Wine, which are ſubſtantial and 
viſible things, are appointed to be 
+ the 
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the Elements thereof : And 


_ though thele in' their own eſſence 


and nature, do nothing differ 
from common Bread and Wine, 
yet in regard of their deſignation 
and uſe, they do very much difter 
therefrom. : For, in this holy Sup- 

er they are deſigned for, and u- 
fed as outward and viſible {igns 
of inward and ſpiritual grace, and 
in reſpe&t of that ſecret thing 
which is hidden under them, and 
repreſented by them , they be- 
come Sacramental. 

3. The third thing requiſite 
for the conſtitution of a Sacra- 
ment properly ſo called, is a di- 
vine promiſe added to the ſign, 
which importing ſpiritual grace 
here , and eternal life hereafter, 
may firmly unite the ſign, and 
thing ſignified ; and that this is 
to be found in the Lord's Supper 
is plain from the words of inſti- 
tution, where the Bread bleſſed 
$8Þ ; and 


—_—— 
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and broken is called the Body of 
Chriſt, and the Cup, the New 
Teſtament 1n his blood, which is 
ſhed for many, for the remiſſion 
of ſins. And our Saviour exprelly 
ſaith, John 6. 35. I am the bread 
of life, he that cometh unto me ſhall 
not hunger, and he that believeth on 
me ſhall never thirſt, And again, 
V. 54, £5, 66. Whoſoever eateth 
my fleſh, and drinteth my blood, hath 
eternal life,and Iwill raiſe him up at 
the laſt day. For, my fleſh is meat in- 
deed, and my blood is drink inaced. 
He that eateth my fleſh, and drinketh 
my blood,dvelleth in me,and I in him. 
Which plainly declareth an Union 
of the ſign and thing ſignified;by 
vertue of a divine word and pro- 
miſe; in which Union conſiſts the 
nature of a Sacrament properly ſo 
called. Ber 

4. The fourth thing requiſite 
for the conſtitution of a Sacra- 
ment properly ſo called is, That - 
C2 it 


' with them in this World; 2. That 


Le i 
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it be given to the whole Church 
as a perpetual ſign , to continue 3 
ſo long, as the external form of _ 
divine Worſhip , inſtituted by 
God, doth remain in that Church. 
Now that this was given to the 
whole Church, appears plainly, 
trom the inſtitution of 1t, tor the 
Diſciples to whom it was firſt gi- 
ven were the Repreſentatives of 
the whole Church; And that it + 
was given for perpetuity , ſeem- {| 
eth plain from thoſe words of our 
blefled Saviour , Matth. 26. 29. 
1 fay unto you, that I will not drink 
henceforth of this fruit of the Vine 
w#ptil that day, when T ſhall drink it 
new with you in my Father's Kjng- 
dom, In which words the Holy 
Jeſus ſeemeth to intimate two S 
things to his Diſciples : 1. That * 
this was the laſt time that he 
{ſhould ever celebrate this Feaſt 


though they. were not. to a__ 
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his Company , his Bodily pre- 
fence; yet they and the whote 
Church repreſented by - them, 
ſhould keep up the obſervation of 
this Feaſt, till they met again to 
celebrate an Eternal Feaſt in his 
Father's Kingdom. And that this 
latter was deſigned by him, 15s 
evident from thoſe words of St. 
Paul, 1 Cor. 11. 26. As often as: 
ye do eat this Bread, and drink this 
(up, ye do ſhew (or ſhew ye) forth 
the Lords Death till he come. _ 
Thus have I ſhown you , that 
thoſe four Conditions which are: 
thought neceſſary to the conſtitu- 
tion of a Sacrament properly ſocal- 
led, are all to be found in this;and 
therefore this may deſervedly be 
reckoned as one of that-number. 
But to make the notion of this 
Sacrament, yet more plain -to 
you, let us conſider by what 
names it 15 uſually known in holy. 
Scripture. It is. called a Supper, 
DO C 4 _ and; 


J2z A Diatogue betipeen - - 
and the Lord's Supper , 1 Cor. 
Ix. 20. It is alſo called a Feaſt, 
and a Feaſt upon a Sacrifice, 1 Cor. 


| $. 7,8. Chriſt our Paſsover'is ſacri- 
, ficed for us, Therefere tt us keep the 


Feaſt, faith St. Paul. Wheg there- 
fore you fix your thoughts upon 
this holy Sacrament, with a de- 
ſign to celebrate the ſame ; let me 
deſire you to look upon it, 1. As 


a Feaſt : 2. Asa Feaſt upon a Sa- 


crifice: 3. As a Feaſt upon a Sa- 
crifice for ſin. CA IS 

1. Conſider it as a divine Feaſt 
which our Lord hath appointed 
to be kept in Commemoration of 
himſelf. The cheer provided, viz. 
Bread and Wine, and the Body 
and blood of Chriſt ; The a&tions; 
about it, viz. Receiving, Eating, 
and Drinking ; The names given 
to.it, viz. Breaking of Bread, and 
the Lord's Supper ; The deſign 
thereof, which is to nouriſh up: 
the members of Chriſt's. Church 
unto, 


- 
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uato Eternal Life ; do all of them 
{ufficiently ſpeak this notion of 


' 4t. And that it was ordained to 
be a Commemoration-Feaſt, the 


very words of Inſtitution tell us, 
which ſay, This do,. in remembrance 
of me, Luke 22. v. 19. 
Nor were theſe kind of Feaſts 
unuſual 1n the World , both be- 
fore and at that time. For, as the 
Hebrews had their Feaſts, which 
were commonly ſignified. by ſet- 
ting on Bread , or Eating Bread. 
So the Greeks alſo had IM 
their ſober Compota- 5376 <7 
tions. At which Feaſts | 

they did uſually commemorate 
the worthy aftions, and glorious 
Examples of ſome memorable 
perſons... And this, no doubt; was 
the deſign of this moſt holy Fealt; 
wherein Chriſtians: have. the ho- 
nour, not only to feaſt with, but 
upon God-; the holy Jeſus being: 
both. the Maſter of it , and the: 
ee cheer 
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cheer provided in it. Wherein 
we have an opportunity of feaſt- 
ing with one another-, thereby 
the better to- promote and pre- 
ſerve amity, love and charity a- 
mong our ſelves , to keep up a 
laſting remembrance of our glo- 
r10us Redeemer, and to fix more. 
deeply 'in our minds all that he 
hath done and ſuffered for us. 
Hereby ſhall we be the better dil- 
poſed with all thankfulneſs and 
humility to embrace fuch appor- 
tunities when offered, with great- 
er joy and alacrity to addreſs our 
felves thereunto , and made the 
more careful, that in a becoming 
manner -we appear before our 
Lord and Maſter therein. In a 
word, by this Commemoration- | 
Feaſt, we ſhall be the better dif- 
poſed, and hokd our ſelves the 
more obliged, to a cheerful ob- 
fervance of our Redeemer's Will, 


_ and to pay a fincere and entire 


obedience 


WE SEE EE. eo i. at, 
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obedience to all his Laws. 

2. Confider- it not only as. a 
Feaſt , but as a Feaſt upon a Sa- 
crifice, wherein we are more par- 
ticularly to commemorate th2 
ſufferings and death of our bleſſed 
Saviour. St. Pawt doth very well 
explain thoſe words of Chriſt, 
[Do this in remembrance of me, 
Luke 22. 19.] when he ſaith, [ As 
often as ye eat this Bread, and drink 
this (up of the Lord, ye ſhew forth 
the Loris Death till he come, 1 (ov. 
xx. 26.]thereby teaching us, that 
we ought herein to commemo-' 
rate the dying love of the holy 
Jeſus, with ſuch ſuitable praifes 
and thankſgivings as-may be a- 
greeable to that great goodneſs 
which heexpreſled by dying forus.. 

As 1n all Feaſts of this kind 
both among the: Jews and: Gen- 
tiles, God had his Portion, and rhe 
people had their portion, where-. 
with to entertain themſelves and 
their: 
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their Friends ; ſo in this Chriſtian 
Feaſt, we allo are made parta- 
kers.of the Sacrifice, in that by 
theſe repreſentations. of the Body 
and Blood of Chriſt Jeſus, we are 
admitted: to feaſt upon it. 

And as by eating of the Sacri- 
fices. offered. at the Altar ,. both 
Jews and Gentiles-profeſſed them- 
{elves tobe the. Worſhippers-and 
Servants: of that God. to whom: 
the oblation- was offered ; ſo:we,, 
by partaking. of this. holy Feaſt,, 
do: make a: ſolemn profeſſion of 
the: Chriſtian. Religion, of our: 
Faith in Jeſus ,. and obedience to- 
hin. We declare our fſelves'to: 
be the Diſciples and Followers of: 
bim; to whom we join our ſelves: 


n:Communien. 
_ Eating. and Drinking together: 


was: always. eſteemed. a: {ign of 
Eriendſhip,and good underitand-- 
ing;. between: the parties: {0. do- 
ing.. But: when a Feaſt. was.made: 
am 
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on purpoſe to expreſs their Frignd- 
{hip, then was it the more noto- 
rious. | But. when . the Feaſt was 
upon: a Sacrifice, then the.obliga- 
tion. between. them was held the 
more ſacred. and inviolable. We 
therefore by being partakers of 
this: holy Feaſt; do thereby engage 
our ſelves. in a mutual Covenant 
with the bleſſed. Jefus ,, and by: 
often doing this, we make Tres 
peated proteitations- of. our fideli- 
ty,and renew our Baptiſmal Vow 
and Covenant ,. taking (as we u- 
ſually ſay) the Sacrament upon; 
it, that in all. things we will be 
faithful and: obedient ts. him. + 
3, Let us conſider this holy; 
Action, not. only. as a Feaſt, nor 


a= a » 


himſelf as a Sacrifice for ſin, is fo 
plain and: evident. through ' the 
whole Hiſtory, of: the New: Te- 
ſtament;, 
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Rament, that to produce j inſtan- 


. ces t6 atteſt it, would look like an 


uncharitable cenfure of others ; 
as if they had negleCtted to peruſe 
thoſe ſacred Records, which con- 
tain the Charter for their Inheri- 
tance in Heaven. 
Now 1n the time of the Law, 
when any Beaſt was ſlain, and of- 
fered in. Sacrifice for ſin ; it was. 
not permitted (in that caſe, nor 
indeed in any other) neither to- 
the People,nor Prieſts themſelves, 
to eat of the blood ; Nor had 
they any portion of the fleſh, for | 
that was wholly burn'd.. To par- 
take of the fin-offering therefore 
was a privikdge reſerved for 
Chriftians,who at this holy Feaſt, 
are allowed both to eat the Bread, 
(which repreſents the- Body or- 
Wo of C riſt) and drink the: 
Cup(which repreſents his blood). 
And in this caſe that of the Apo- 
{le 1s ROY verified We have ar 
Altar 
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Altar (i.e. a Sacrifice) whereof” 
they bad no right to eat, who ſerved 
the T abernacle, Hebr. 13.v. 10, 
By vertue of this priviledge we: 
are made partakers of the Body 
and Blood of Chrilt,; and all the 
benefits thereofz We are ſ{trength- 
ned and refreſhed in all grace and 
goodneſs, and the remiſſion of 
fins is not only offered,: but con- 
veyed to every worthy:-Commus- 
nicant. The conſideration where- 
of, as it ought to beget in us a. 
grateful ſenſe of all God®s favours, 
and of this 1n particular; ſo ought 
it to be an Obligatton or Bond of 
Union between all Chriſtian Peo- 
ple. For, If God ſo loved us, we 
ounht ' alſo to lowe one another, 1 
John 4. v. 11. | 
_ 'Fhushavel performed the for- 
mer part of my promiſe,by ſhew- 
ing you what notion you oughr 
to have of the Lord's Supper ; 
That it js a Sacrament properly ſo. 
called, 
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called;, having all the conditions 
that are or can be. thought neceſ- 
fary to- conſtitute ſuch 'a thing, 
'Fhat it 15 not only a Feaſt, but a 
Feaſt upon a Sacrifice, and which 
1s more; a Feaſt upon a Sacrifice 
for Sin. And under ſuch a cha- 
racter as-this, I hope it will not ap- 
pear to you: with ſuch a frighttul 
vidage, as you tell me it hath been 


_ repreſented to you: heretofore. 


- Pariſhiozer. No indeed Sir, In- 
fread of a dangerous and dreadful 
Precipice,TI have-a plain path now 
before:me ; inſtead of terrible and 
frightful objeQs, TI have a. plea- 
fant and. delightful. proſpect ;. in- 
ftead of affrighting, it doth now 
allure and tmvite me to-it; it 
feemeth to offer me ſuch advanta- 
ges, as-I once thought I could ne- 


ver reaſonably. hope for from it. 
I conteſs,” Sir,. You: have mightily 


relieved: my mand; : by removing. 
that: preſſure: ,, whuch ge 
an 
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and prepoſſeſſion had put upon it: 
I heartily thank you for the pains 
you have taken: in it, and am ſo 
well pleaſed and ſatisfied there- 
with, that, 1f it be not too great 
a trouble to you, - I would hum- 
bly beg the performance of the 
other part of your promiſe 
tt 7 Phe 
Paſtor. No, Neighbour Pariſþ- 
zozer, 1t will be no trouble to me, 
I am better pleaſed with. doing 
my duty, than to think it {o, and 
therefore if you can butibe con- 
tented to continue your Patience, 
I ſhall not, I hope, grow weary 
of ſo gooda work. : 
.  H. The other part of my pro- 
miſe.was, To make 1t evident to. 
you, That the Celebration of this 
holy Feaſt, 1s a duty incumbent 
upon all Chriſtians by vertue of a 
Divine-Command. 
' And to do this, I ſhall need 
only to have recourſe to the 
words. 
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words of inſtitution, as they ſtand 
recorded by St. Lyke, and repeated 
by St. Paul. In the Evangeliſt 
the words run thus, He took Bread, 
and when he had giver thanks, he 
brake it, and gave to them, ſaying, 
This is my Body which is given pA 
you, This do in remembrance of me. 
Likewiſe alſo after Supper he took the 
(Cup, ſaying, This (up is the New 
Teſtament in my blood, which is ſhed 


for you. Luk. 22. 19, 20, 


The Apoſtle is ſomewhat more 
large,taking in the account which 
the other Evangeliſts alſo give of 
tt, for he tells the Church of Co- 


rinth, 1 Cor. 11. 23, 24, 25, 26. 


. That hehad received from the Lord 


that which he delivered unto them, 
viz, That the Lord Feſus inthe ſame 
night in which he was betrayed, took 
Bread,and when he had given thanks, 
he brake it, and ſaid, Take, Eat, 
This is my Body which is broken for 
you , This ao ye in remembrance of 

me. 
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me. After the ſame manner alſo he 
took the (up, when he had ſupped, 
ſaying, This Cup is the New Teſta- 
ment in my blood, This ao, as oft 
as ye arink it, in remembrance of me. 
For, as often as ye eat this Bread, 
aud drink this Cup, -ys ſhew (or 
ſhew ye) forth the Lord's Death 
«atil he come. | 

Theſe words, as they are re- 
corded by St. Luke, are indeed di- 
reCted to the twelve Apoſtles; but 
then we are to conſider, that the 
Apoſtles in that holy aQtion were 
the Repreſentatives of the whole 
Church, and therefore to be con- 
ſidered: under a double capacity, 
V1z.. either as Governours and 
Miniſters intruſted by Chriſt 
with the power of diſpenſing and 
adminiſtring the Sacrament ; or 
as ordinary and Lay Communi- 
cants. 

If we look upon them in the 


tormer capacity , as Governours 
of 
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of the-Church., and Stewards of 
the ſacred myſteries; then the 
duty to which they are obliged 
by the expreſs command ofChriſt, 


15 to take the Bread: into their 


hands, to bleſs and conſecrate it 
to that myſterious and divine uſe 
to which he deſigned it, to-break 
it, to give it to the Communi- 
cants, as he gave it to them : And 


ſo in like manner to take the Cup, 


to bleſs it, and give it to the peo- 
ple. Whence 1t: is plain, That 
there is an uriavoidable neceſſity 
upon them and their Succeſſors, 
to adminiſter this holy Sacrament. 
And if they ſtand obliged to give 
it, then certainly there muſt be 
fome who are obliged to receive 
it. And if we look upon them 1n 
the other capacity , as private 
men, and Lay Communicants,we 
have a. plain evidence hereof, 
Far, it 1s evident, that in that ca- 
pacity , their duty in obedience 
ro 
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to the .Command of Chriſt. was, 
to take and receive the conſecra- 
ted Elements of Bread and Wine 
to Eat and Drink , and to do all 
this in commemoration of his 
wonderful love, in giving his Bo- 
dy to be broken , and his'Blood 
to be ſhed for the ſins of the 
World. © | 
But if we will ſuffer St. Pazl, 
who well knew it,' to explain the 
mind of his Maſter ,: the-matter 


will be yet more plain and evi- 


dent. For, though he give the 
ſame account of the Hiſtory of the 
Sacrament, and the inſtitution of 
it, as: the Evangeliſts do; yet 
doth he not therein addreſs him- 
ſelf to his Fellow-Apoſtles or 
their Succeſlors , but to the peo- 
ple of the Church of (rich ; 
thereby plainly ſhowing that the 
Command. of our Bleſſed Saviour 
(This do) doth equally oblige both 
the one and the other, 'That as 

- the 
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the Prieſt is bound to prepare 
and give it, {ſo the people are 
i bound to prepare and recelve it, 
Il | and both by vertue of a divine 
if |! Command. 
[hu For, that theſe words (Do ye 
this) were not ſpoken by way of 
Counſel , but Command, will 
plainly appear , if we conſider, 
that whatſoever may be thought | 
requiſite to render any expreſhon . |! 
preceptive and obligatory ; are to | 
be found in this. For, 1. There 
was ſufficient power and autho- 
rity in the perſon commanding, 
| viz. Jeſus Chriſt, the Eternal Son 
| of God, and our Saviour. 2. The 
(| Terms, in which he is pleaſed to 
| ſignify his divine will and plea- 
| ſure, are imperative, Do this. 3. | 
f The obedience which he expeQts 4 
| 
$ 


i thereunto is to be perpetual, till 
his coming again, I Cor. 11. 26. 
4. St. Pauls interpretation and ap- 
plication of this command to the 
Lay 
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Lay Communicants in theChurch 
of (Corinth, doth plainly ſpeak the 
deſign of our bhfatevicur,which 
was to oblige them and all Chri- 
ſtians to do this in remembrance 
of him, 2.e. to expreſs their thank- 
ful acknowledgments of what he 
did and ſuffered for. them by their 
dutiful obedience to this Com- 
mand. 

Thus have I performed the: 0- 
ther part of my promiſe to you, 
and I hope made it ſufficiently 
plain, that the Celebration of this 
Feaſt is a duty incumbent upon 
all Chriſtians by vertue of a Di- 
vine Command. . And if ſo, then 
how thoſe who pretend to Chri- 
ſtianity, will at the great and ge- 
neral day of Judgment, anſwer 
their neglect and refuſal of it, I 
wiſh they would ſeriouſly con- 
—_ 

But, my Friend, can you and 
I reflet upan this as the Com- 
6s | mand, 
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mand, and laſt Command of our 
dying Saviour? Can we remember 
that he gave his Body to be bro- 
ken, and his blood to be ſhed for 
our ſins? Can we think of his 
being.made ſubject to the wrath 
of God., the hatred of Hell, and 
the malice of Man, and all this for 
our ſakes ? and that for all this 
he requireth no more of us, but 
only. to keep a Feaſt, wherein we 
may ſolemnly commemorate, and 
perpetuate the memory of. what 
he hath done and ſuffered for us ? 
Can we, I ſay, remember all this, 


and:yet at the fame: time be ſo 


unkind ,:{o ungrateful , and ſo 


undutiful, as to neglect opportu- 


nities when offered, of paying the 
tribute of our acknowledgment 
to our great Saviour, and mighty 


Redeemer ? To cloſe up this Ar- 


gument , let me only read unto 
you one place of Scripture, and 
deſire - you {erioully to conſider 

| It : 
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it: John 6. v. 54, 55, 56. Except 
0 


ye eat the fleſh of. the ſon of man, 


and drink his blood, ye have no life 
in you. Whoſo eateth my fleſh, and 
drinketh my Blood, hath Eternal 
Life, and I will raiſe him up at the 
laſt day. For, my fleſh is meat in- 
deed, ann my Blood is Drink indeed. 
He that eateth my fleſh, and drink- 
eth my Blood, dwelleth in me, and 1 
in him. The inference from 
which words, as they relate to 
this holy Feaſt, is plain and eaſy, 
viz. That as it 15 highly neceſſary 
for all who would be ſaved, to be 
made partakers of the merits of 
Chriſt's Sacrifice, and the effica- 
cy of his Death and Sufferings ; ſo 
will it as highly concern them 
(who have an opportunity to do 


It) to partake of the Lord's Sup- 


per in order therennto: For,thoſe 
who refuſe (when they may) to 
receive the tokens and {1gns of his 
Body broken, and Blood ſhed for 

: D | their 
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their ſins, and perſiſt in that re- 
fuſaband negle&t; can never hope- 
to; be: owned.and rewarded: by: 
him, as his Friends. | 
Pariſhioner. T muſt needs:-own, 
Sir, that you have very. well ac- 
quitted:your-{elf in the perform- 
ance of what you:-promiſed; I am 
better inſtructed in_ the nature 
and notion of this-holy, Sacrament 
than I was before ; and am now 
very well ſatisfied, that the Cele- 


bration- of 1t 15 a duty upon. me; 
and all Chriſtians, by vertue of 


a Divine Command. But, Sir, I 
have ſtill ſome ſcruples. upon me, 
which (it F did not fear T had: 
too much tired: you: already) I 
would have propounded, in order 
to your reſolution-of them. 

-| Paſtor. Tet not any: ſuch. fear 
trouble you, ET neither am-nor can 


be weary of well doing. If there- 
fore you have any thing; to. offer, 


befreein it ; and aſſure your ſelf 
of 


Day 


| 
/ 
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of my utmoſt endeavour to give 
you ſatisfaQtion. = : 
Pariſhioney: Sir, You oblige me 
very much , and ſeeing you are 
pleaſed to give me that free-. 
dom, I will preſume to make uſe 


| Ohj. x. And the firſt thing T 
ſhall propound, and deſire to be 
reſolved 1n is this: Whether this 
duty be ſo ſtrifly enjoined, and 
ſo indiſpenſibly required of all 
Chriſtians, that none of them are 
left at liberty, either to Com- 
municate or not, as they ſhall 
think fit * 

' Paſtor. This Query ſeems to 
anſ{wer it ſelf; for ER. 

x. It ſuppoſeth the thing in 
queſtion to be a Duty, and it ſo, 
then it ought to be out of queſti- 
on ; for every Duty implieth an 
obligation , and every obligation 


layeth a reſtraint upon liberty, 


and taketh away the indifferency 
— of 


x 
— 
* 
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of the thing it obligeth to: To be 


at liberty therefore either to do, 


or not do a thing, muſt ſuppoſe 
the thing, not only to be indiffe- 
rent 1n 1ts nature, but alſo to be 
free from any command or obli- 
gation, and ſo conſequently to be 
no duty at all, but only a pruden- 
tial Act, which a man may either 
do, or leave undone, as he in his 
diſcretion ſhall ſee cauſe. 

2. It ſuppolſeth the thing in 
queſtion to be a Duty enjoined, 
which implyeth a ſuperiour pow- 
er, endued with full and juſt au- 
thority to impoſe the thing, and 
by that impoſition to make it ne- 
ceſſary. . Now that power, I have 
told you, 1s God, and that autho- 
rity Divine , which maketh the 
thing required to be a duty upon 
us, by vertue of a Divine Com- 
mand. So that unleſs you can al- 
ſign any power {uperiour to that 
of God, 'which can and doth dil- 


penſe 
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penſe with hisCommands,you can 
never fancy to your ſelf any ſuch 
liberty, as you ſeem here to en- 
quire after. 

; Theſetwo conſiderations might 
{ſuffice to overthrow this pretence 
of liberty, and ſhow the neceſſity 
of the thing required ; but be- 
cauſe I would willingly quiet 
your mind, and give you all the 
fatisfation that I can, I ſhall of- 
fer a few things more to your 


confideration, and delire you to 


{ſpend ſome ſerious thoughts upon 
them. 

1. Conſider the extent of the 
Command, and the unlimited ob- 
ligation thereof. The word of 
Command [Do this] is general 


_ and indeterminate, it reacheth all 


Chriſtians, in all times, and in 
all places 3 and when all are in- 
cluded, none are exempted. And 
the obligation of duty and obedi- 
ence thereunto , 1s as general as 
D 3 the 
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the Command. -For, unleſs we 
will call in queſtion the power 
and authority of God and Chriſt, 
we mult needs acknowledge, that 
to whomſoever it is ſaid,. Do this, 
they ſtand obliged both in duty 
and conſcience to yield obedience 
thereunto. If therefore the com- 
mand reach all , then the thing 
commanded mult needs be a duty 
;acumbent uponall. And indeed 
T know no other Imitation that 

this divine Command admits of, 
fave only one of thefe two, v/z. 
Either want of opportunity , as 


when men are 1n a_ Journey, 1n 


{uch a place, and under ſuch cir- 
cumſtances, that though they do 
earneſtly delire it, yet can. they 
not, for want of an opportunity, 
do the thing they deſire : Or 
ſome juſt impediment, as when 
one is under a Church-cenſure, or 
{ome indiſpoſition which at pre- 
fent he cannot conquer. In the 
former 
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former of thefe-Caſes men\muſt, 
1 the latter they may , forbear 


the doing of the thing required; 


Thefe Cafes. may1imit, bnt they 
do-not leffen the Duty.; They 
may ſuffice as excuſes for the pre- 


ſent, but they will not ſerve al- 


ways : For, {o ſoon as an oppor- 
tunity can be had, and the impe- 
diments be removed, the obliga- 
tion will return upon us, and in 
obedience to this Command we 
ought to apply our ſelves tothe 
performance of thee duty required. 
therem. HH Cl SÞ 
2. Confider, Thattodiſobey the: 
command of God, when weave 
an -opportunity , and no juſt im- 
pediment'to hinder usfrom yield- 
1ng obedrence -thereunto, 1s'not 
only a ſin, but'a ſin of a deep die; 
tinctuted. with ſo much pride and 
obſtinacy,and attended with fuch 
aggravations ,, as maketh 1t not 
anly highly diſpleaſitig unto God, 
C44) D 4. but: 
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but (if not timely repented' of) 
will render it deſtructive to our 
ſelves. This is to add fin to fin, 
and by that means, to: heap up 
wrath againſt the day of wrath 
upon our own heads. Now, that 
to [Do this} 18a duty incumbent 
upon us by vertue of a Divine 
Command, I have plainly ſhown 
you, and the want of opportuni- : 
ty you have no reaſon to com- 
plain of , being ſo often , and ſo 
earneſtly invited thereunto ; And 
therefore unleſs you have ſome 
juſt 1impediment to hinder your 
preſent compliance with that 


command , you have no reaſon 


to. decline your duty, nor any 
cauſe to fancy to your ſelf ſuch 
a liberty, as you now enquire 
after. 

3. Conſider, That the folemn 
profeſſion of our Chriſtian Faith 
according to Gods Ordinance, 1s 
a Duty which all Chriſtians ought 
ues. 7 moſt 
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moſt readily, and upon every juſt 
occaſion to perform, Luke 12. 8, 
g. Whoſoever ſhall confeſs me before 


men, him ſhall the ſon of man con- 


feſs alſo before the Angels of God. 


But he that ſhall deny me before men, 


hall be denied before the Angels of 


God, ſaith our bleſſed Saviour. 
Thereby plainly intimating, that 
whoſozver ſhall be aſhamed to 
own him, and to confeſs their 


Faith in him, in this World, them 


will he diſown and-be aſhamed 
of at the great-and laſt day. Now 


_  theCelebration of this holy Feaft, 


is one of the moſt memorable 
ations of- our life , wherein we 
are moſt ſolemnly to. Commemo- 
rate the dying love of the bleſſed 
Jeſus, x Cor. 11. 24, 26. ' For, this 
we ought to do in remembrance of 
him ; And as often as we do it, we 
are to ſhew forth the Lords death till 
he come, 1.e. We are herein. to 
commemorate all that the holy 
HI 
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Teſus hath done and ſuffered for 
us, .and not be aſhamed to confeſs 
our Faith in a. dying Saviour. And 
that all this is according to God's 
Ordinance, 1s plain, becauſe it 1s 
a duty incumbent upon us by ver- 
tue of a Divine Command. Unleſs 
therefore you can diſpenſe with 
your duty to God; and content 
your ſelf to difſemble. your Chri- 
ſtianity ; unleſs you can perſwade 
your {elf , that the profeſſion of 
your Faith in Jeſus, a thankful 
acknowledgment of all that he 
hath done and ſuffered. for you, 
and a publick owning of all thoſe 
favours and benefits which you 
have received from him,be things 
indifferent to you: It will bein 
vain to. pretend ſuch a liberty as 
you now enquire-after. 
_ By this time , Neighbour Pa- 

riſbioner, 1 hope you are ſatisfied, 

3hs that neither you, nor any other 
N who. pretend to Chriſtiapity, wo 

| Pate | eft: 


Paſtor and Pariſhioner. 59 


left at liberty 1h this cafe ; That 
to. (Do. thrs): or leave wit”. Undone, 
as they pleaſe, is no/partiof that 
liberty , wherewith Chriſt hath. 
made them free. 

Pariſhioner. T thank you, Mr.. 
Paſtor, for the pains you have-ta- 


-ken with:me , which, by:God's: 


bleſſing upon them,have not been. 
in vain ; they have had. their de- 
fign'd effe&:: for, Tam now very 
well {atisfied;that it is. not a thing: 
indifferent, but a Daty. But pray, 
Sir, be not offended, if I trouble: 
you with another Quettion. - 

Paſtor. No,. my: good Neigh- 
bour , I ſhall not ; pray be free, 
and reſt aſſured that you cannot 
better - pleaſe me, than by giving 
me an opportunity of offering you 
all the fatisfaQtion- that: is m my 
power? 2} 11030, 03 00 

Pariſbioner. My next Queſtion, 
Sir, 1s this, : 

O6j. 2. If this command be ſo: 
ſtrict 
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ftri& and general , and our obe- 
dience thereto {o.indiſpenſible, are 


not all then who. live within the 


pale of the Church, whether good 
or bad, without any. exception;to 
be admitted thereunto.? 

Paſtor. You may remember, 
that in anſwer . to your former 
Queſtion, I did intimate to you, 
that there are ſome caſes, which: 
though they do not lefſen the Du- 
ty, yet do limit the command. as 
to qQur preſent attual obedience 
thereunto. Far, as. our Saviour 
forbade the caſting of Pearl before 
Swine, and the giving of. the 
Childrens Bread to Dogs ; ſo hath 
he left power with his Church to- 
make a difference. between wor- 
thy and unworthy Receivers :. 
and, where the.caſe 1540. manifeſt 
as to come within her Cogni- 
Zance,. to judge who are ſo, and 
who are not. And beſides thoſe: 
caſes before intimated.,. there are. 
fome: 
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ſome 'other, wherein the Church 
doth, with good reaſon, take up- 
on: her, to reſtrain and keep back 
ſome. from prophaning this holy 
Sacrament , and ruining them- 
ſelves. Eſpecially theſe that fol- 
low. 17-5 4ts 00 

1. When men are-groſly. 1gno- 
rant , ſo little knowing in- the 
things of God , fo much unac- 
quainted with the Religious part 
of their duties , that in this caſe; 
what the Prophet Jonah ſaid of 
many thouſands in the great City 
of Nizeveh, 1s but too truly veri- 
fied in them ; Jozah 4. 11. The 
cannot: diſc cern between their ok 
hand and:their left hand. And of 
this ſort, God knows, we have 
t00 many im our days, who are 
ſo ſottiſhly ignorant of what con- 
cerns God and themſelves , at. 
leaſt, the better part of them- 
{elves, viz. their immortal Souls, 


that though the light of the Go- 
ic = ſpel 


them, than thoſe - 
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ſpel ſhine { glorioully , yet ſtill 


they ſit 1n darkneſs; though the 
porious: truths thereof be: daily 
preached, . ſo plainly afferted, and 
{o frequently | inculcated upon 


them ; yet-are they no more im- 


proved in their knowledge-. of 
poor Indians 
who:never heard of the. Goſpel: 
"Tis ſtrange indeed there ſhould 
be ſuch,but not ſoiſtrange as true. 
Now ſuch as theſe ,. till they are 
better inſtruQed in their Religion 
in general, and 1n this part of 
their Religion in particular,ought 
to be withheld from being parta- 
kers of this holy Sacrament. For, 
Our Church ſuppoſeth all thoſe 
her Members, who either do, or 
CON wy fit to receive the 
Ee holy Sacrament, to be 
. ha perſons of diſcretion, i. e. 

rſons of ſome com- 
petent knowledge, able to diſcern 


between the Table of the Lord, 


and 
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and their own Tables, between - 
this holy Feaſt, and a common 
Meal. What meaſure of know- 
ledge there ought to be, ſceing, 
God hath given us no ſtandard to 
judge by, I ſhall not preſume my 
ſelf wiſe enough to. determine. 
But that there ought to be ſome, 
and a competent ſhare of know- - 

ledge too,will appear, if we con- 
ſider what qualifications our 
Church requires in thoſe whom 
{he admitteth to be Communi- 
cants. 'They muſt be ſuch as tru- 
ly repent them of their former 
ſins ; They muſt be ſuch as ſted- 
faſtly purpoſe to lead a new life ; 
fuch as have a lively. Faith in 
God's mercy through Chriſt; ſuch 
as thankfully remem- , 

ber the ſufferings and + 
death of the bleſſed Teſus for their 
lakes; and they muſt be in cha- 
rity with all men. All which do 
preſuppoſe a good ſhare of know- 


ledge,, 
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ledge , and a godly practice of 
what they know. Beſides, all 
who are admitted to the Lord's 
Supper , by the Rules of our 
Church , ought not only to be 
baptized, but alſo after Baptiſm, 
to be confirmed by the Biſhop, 
en KELS - or at leaſt to be rekifh 
wg ee? Ln and deſirous to be 
Confirmation. Confirmed. Now in 
order to Confirmation 
it ts required, that they be of a 
competent age, able to fay in their 
Mother tongue , the Creed, the 
LOR Eord's Prayer,and the 
the Catechiſm, Ten Commandments, 
' and to an{wer to the 
other queſtions in the Church 
Catechiſm. The reaſon whereof 
is plain , Becauſe in 

DIE 20 ths Confirmation they do 
firmarion” tithe preſence of God, 
and of the Congrega- 

tron renew that ſolemn promiſe 
and Yow that was made 1n. their 
names 


mon C3 arr Toning 
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names at their Baptiſm; ratifying 
and confirming the ſame 1n their. 
own perſons; and acknowledging 
themſelves bound to believe and 
do all thoſe things which their 
Godfathers and Godmothers then 
undertook - for them. Now. all 
this conſidered will plainly evi- 


 dence,that perſons who are grolly 


ignorant, and devoid. of ſome. 


competent meaſure of knowledge 
1n their Religion, are not thought 
by our Church-to be duly quali- 


fied to be Communicants. ' Nor 
doth our Church proceed with- 
out good Authority herein ; for 
this her praQtice ſeems to be foun- 
ded upon that qualification of a 
Worthy Communicant, required 
by St. Paul, viz. Difcerning the 

Lord's Body, 1 Cor. 11. 29. 
Pariſhioner. Sir, T am very well 
ſatisfied that ſuch perſons as you 
have now deſcribed ought not to 
be admitted as gueſts at Wore a- 
| -Þ- 
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ble; and Tam glad to underftand 


dy yourDiſcourſe,that our Church 
doth not knowingly admit any 
Tuch. - But there 1s --0ne thing 


which I perceive the Church ma- 
keth a neceſlary qualification m 
every Communicant, viz, Confir- 
mation by the Biſhop.' Now, Sir, 
I never was confirmed, and I be- 
eve very few in the Pariſh have 
been ; and therefore if this be ne- 
ceſlary, all-or moſt of us, for want 
of it, are under a neceſſity of ab- 
{enting our ſelves therefrom. ' 
Paſtor. It 15 true, that by rea- 
{on | of the iniquity of the late 
times, which put all things out of 
order both in Church aad State, 
moſt who are. now grown up do 
want the benefit of this holy rite; 
but I am willing to believe, that 
it is not their contempt of it, but 
rather either the want of oppor- 
tunity, or the want of better 1n- 
KruCtion fince, that is the _ 
10n 
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fiog of their not being confirmed. 
And therefore our Church, like 
an indulgent Mother, in her new 
Rubrick, maketh not the want, 
but the neglect of it, tobe a bar 
againſt us, for ſhe now requireth 
that all who are admitted to this 
holy Ordinance, ſhould either be 
actually confirmed, or ready and 
deſirous 10 to be. Now when 
you rightly underſtand the deſign 
and tendency, the uſefulneſs and 
excellency of this holy Rite, 
(which I have hinted to you in 
part, and of which you may 'fee 
more , if you will but take the 
pains to read over that ſhort Of- 
fice for the Order of Confirmati- 
on) I do not doubt but you and 
all others , will be very deſirous 
of it. And if you be fo, then is 
the want of it at preſent, no bar 
to your preſent communicating 
with -us in this holy Ordt- 
nance. | © 


 Pariſhioner. 
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Pariſhioner. T am very well 
pleaſed, Sir, that it is not ; and 
if the want of it be not, I do afſ- 
{ure you, the contempt of it, ne- 
ver ſhall be any bar againſt me. 
By that little which you have ſaid 
of it, I am ſo well ſatisfied in the 
excellency and uſefulneſs thereof, 
that T ſhall not willingly omit any 
opportunity hereafter of being 
confirmed. And in order there- 
unto, I do humbly beg your af- 
ſiſtance therein. 


' Paſtor. You may promiſe your 


ſelf my aſſiſtance 1n this, or any 
other thing that 1s for your good 
at all times. But ſince you are ſo 
well ſatisfied in this, which hath 
given occaſion to this ſhort dt- 
greſſion, I ſhall now return to the 
conlideration of your main Obje- 
Ction, and proceed to ſhow you 
ſome other caſes, wherein our 
Church thinketh- fit to reſtrain 
the raſhneſs and preſumption of 

{ome, 
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ſome, who, without due conſide- 
ration, would ruſh upon this ho- 
ly Ordinance. | 
2. If men be groſly ſcanda- 
lous, open and notorious evil Li- . 
vers, who make no Conſcience 
of what they do , who live in 
Gluttony and Drunkennels , 1n 
Chambering and wantonneſs, in. 
ſtrife and envying , and take no 
other thought, ſave only for the 
Fleſh, to fulfil the luſts of it, 
Rom. 13. 13, 14. Fornicators, I- 
dolaters, Adulterers , Efteminate_ 
Perſons, Abuſers of themſelves 
with Mankind , Thieves, Cove- 
tous Perſons , Drunkards, Rail- 
ers, and Extortioners , as they 
ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of 
God, ſo neither ought they to be 
admitted to this holy Sacrament, 
x Cor. 6. v. 9, 10. And therefore 
our Church is ſo far from ging 
encouragement unto ſuch, ,that 
Ihe requireth her Miniſters, ha- 


VINg. 


A 


A' Dialogue between 


ving knowledge: thereof, to call 
Can, 26. Ry. VPOR them and adver- 
brick before tle then, that they 
the Commu- do not preſume - to 
Y come to the Lord's Ta- 
ble, until they have openly de- 
clared themſelves” to- have truly 
repented, and amended their for- 

mer evil life. jane 
3. If any have been at ſtrife 
and variance with their Neigh- 
bours, and do {till indulge their 
malice and hatred', refuſing to 
forgiveinjuriesdone to them, or to 
Can, 26: Ru. Tepair wrongs which: 
brick before they: have done to- 0- 
the Commu- thers; Theſe are not to 
Wa 4s be ſuffered to come to 
the Lord's Table, till they be, or 
are willing to be reconciled ; till 
they: have forgiven from the bot- 
tom of their hearts all that their 
Netghbours have treſpaſſed a- 
gainſt them, and have recompen- 
ſed, or are- willing and: _— 
| 0 


_ 
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{> to do-as-ſoon- as conveniently: 
they can, all the-wrong'they have 
done unto-their Neighbours: = 

- 4. Churchwardens or Sidemen: 
who have the Oath of God:upon 
them, and have bound their Souls: 
thereby to- preſent to their Ordi- 
naries all ſuchenormitiesand-pub-' 
lick offences as they are particu- 
larly charged to enquire of in 
their: ſeveral! Pariſhes. Tf 
theſe (notwithſtanding 
the obligation of their Oath, and 
their being frequently: called-up- 
on by their Miniſter and Ordi- 
nary to diſcharge their Conſcien- 
ces: by: the due performance- of 
their Duties): ſhall wittingly and' 
willingly, deſperately: and irreli- 
gioufly, incur that moſt horrible 
{in of perjury, by negleQing or 
refuſing! to-preſent ſuch enormi- 
ties or publick offences, as they: 


Can. 26, 


_ themſelves know, or are other- 


wiſe made known'to-them. They 
os ought 
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Wa 


ought not to be admitted to this - 
holy Sacrament, till they have e- 


_ videnced their repentance, and re- 


paired their fault by a more vigo- 
rous performance of their du- 
ties. 

\ 5. If men be Schiſmatical, or 
of known rebellious principles, 2.e. 
if they refuſe to comply with the 
Order of the Chorch in kneeling 

7, at the Sacrament, if they 
..*. dodeſignedlyabſent them- 
ſelves from the publick Prayers of 
the Church, 1t they be common 
and notorious depravers of the 
Book of Common-Prayer , and 
adminiſtration of the Sacraments, 
&c. Or, if they be ſuch as do 
ſpeak againſt and deprave his 
Majeſtie's Sovereign Authority in 
Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical. Except e- 
very ſuch perſon ſhall firſt ac- 
knowledge to the Miniſter before 
the Church-Wardens, his repen- 
tance for the ſame, - and promiſe 


by 


Can 
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by word or writing, that he will 
doſo no more ; He ſhall not be 


_ admitted to the Sacrament of the 


Lord's Supper, 

| 6. Strangers, z. e. perſons of 
another Pariſh ought not to be 
encouraged in leaving their own 
Pariſh Church and going to ano- 
ther, or in leaving their own Mi- 
niſter to hear another. Much leſs 
ought they to be encouraged in 
delerting Communion with their 
own Miniſter and Pariſhioners. 
Our Church 1s {o tender 
in this point , and fo far 
irom giving encouragement unto 
ſuch, that inſtead of admitting, 
ſhe forbiddeth them, 'and remit- 
teth them home to their own Pa- 
ri{h Churches and Miniſters,there 
to receive the Communion with 
the reſt of their Neighbours. 

In all theſe Caſes, you lee, our 
Church is very cautious , and 
therefore no fear of ſuch an uni- 
E verſal 


Can. 28. 
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verſal and promiſcuous admit- 
tance to God's Table, as your Ob- 
jection ſuppoſeth. She is not ſo 
prodigally laviſh as to caſt her 
Pearl to Swine, or give her Chil- 
drens Bread to Dogs. 

But though theſe caſes may li- 
mit, yet do they not at all leſſen 
our Duty. Let our circumſtances 
be what they will, yet to Do 7his, 
is ſtill our Duty. To continue 
therefore under theſe circumſtan- 
ces muſt needs be ſin, becauſe it 
hindereth us from doing that 
which is our duty, and to plead 
our excuſe for Non-Communion 
upon that ſcore, 1s to add fin to 
ſin , and double that iniquity, 
which was too great before. 

What therefore 1s to be done in 
this caſe ? but as ſpeedily as may 
be to'put our ſelves out of theſe 
circumſtances, that we may the 
ſooner ſet about the performance 
of our Duty. Which whoſoever 

| refuſeth 
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refuſeth or negleCteth to do, he 
doth plainly declare, that he hath 


Co 
[| 
- oo oO To aa 


o { a greater value for his own inor- 
r | dinate luſts, and debaucht pra- 
|-  Ctices, than for an holy Commu- 
nion with God and Chriſt, 
"N Pariſhioner. I am mighty well 
n | pleaſed to underſtand , That the 
= Wiſdom and Piety of our Mo- 
;s, | ther, the Church of Eze/azd, (in 
ue taking ſo much care to guard the 
n- | Table of the Lord , and with fo 
it ' much caution to fence the Body 
at and Blood of Chriſt , againſt the 
ad bold approaches of 1gnorant, pro- 
on phane and wicked perſons) is far 
to greater than I thought it had 
ty, = been, or than many will yet be- 


| heve it is. But, Sir, I have ſome- 

- in thing more {till , which, if I did 

ay not tear I had too much tired you 

eſe Already, I would gladly be ſati[- 
the fied 1n. 

nce Paſtor. No more of theſe Apo- 

 logies, good Neighbour, if your 

E 2 own 
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own leiſure and patience will al- 
low it, mine will hold out. And 
therefore now we are together, 
and have ſo fit an opportunity for 
it, ſpeak your whole mind, and 
ſpeak it freely , propound what. 
ever {cruples you have, that T 
may apply my ſelf to give you 
all he Baniabon I pkg , 

Pariſhioner. 1 humbly thank 
you, Sir, for the freedom you are 
pleaſed to give me, which I ſhall 
willingly make uſe of. 

The next thing I have to pro- 

ound 1s a matter of great weight, 

an ObjeQion that hath and till 
doth very much ſtartle me, and 
TI beheve many others , which if 
you can clear, your ſo doing will 
very much {mooth the way, and 
encourage both me and them to 
communicate with you. 

06j. 3. St. Paul exprelly ſaith, 
He that eateth and drinketh unmor- 


thily, eateth and drinketh damnation 
to 


_ bl ES 


"— = ey 
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” himſelf, not diſcerning the Lord's 


Boay, 1 Cor. x1. 29. Now, Sir, I 


do not find my ſelf worthy, and 
I hope you would not have me to 
eat and drink my own Damnza- 
tion ? : 

Paſtor. This Scripture which 


you now cite, hath been, and {till 


is made very much uſe of to de- 
ter and affright men from doing 
their duties, Cota communicating 
with the Church and People of 
God in this holy Ordinance. Some 


"men who have uſurped the Pul- 
PK, and invaded the Office of the 


Miniſtry in our late unhappy 


times , have with {o much zeal 


but little knowledge taken upon 
them to interpret the holy Scrip- 
tures, that they have made them 
to ſpeak other things than the ho- 
ly ſpirit of God , or his Amanu- 
enſes, the Prophets and Apoſtles 
ever intended. And I do not 
doubt but to make itplain to you, 
| 2: that. 


A————a lk Ee, a 
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that the ObjeCtion raiſed from 
this paſſage of St. Pas , is foun- 
ded in the miſunderſtandings of 
men, and not in the Text it ſelf, 
or the true and genuine ſenſe of 
the Apoſtle 1n this place. - 

In order whereunto, I ſhall en- 
deavour to lay before you the 
plain meaning of St. Par in this 
Text, and that by the reſolution 
of theſe two Enquiries. 

Qs. 1. What 1s here meant by 
eating and drinking unworthily 

Q«.2. Howand when menare 
{aid to eat and drink their own 
Damnation ? 

C4.1. What is here meant by 
eating and drinking unworthuly * 

_ Azxſ. For Anſwer whereunto,. 
kt me premiſe , "That the Wor- 
thineſs here ſpoken of doth not: 
conſiſt in perfection, or in an ab- 
ſolute and unſinning obedience to: 
| all the: Laws of God. For, if we 
were. indeed thus perfect, we 
ſhould; 
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ſhould have no need , or at leaſt 
not ſo much need of this Sacra- 
ment. Since the firſt Adam 1n the- 
ſtate of Innocency, none,fave on- 
ly the ſecond Adam the Lord 
Chrift Jeſus , could ever juſtly. 
glory in being thus qualified: 
Notwithſtanding the vain pre-- 
tenſions ' of ſome Enthuſiaſtical 
Cathariſts, this certainly' is a 
thing which 1s not attainable in 
this life. For, All have ſinned, 
ſaith St. Paul, Rom. 3. 23. cap. 5. 
12, There 4s none that doth good no 
zot on?, {aith holy David, PE. 14. 
F The juſt man falleth ſeven times, 
aith the wiſe So/oxwon, Prov. 24. 
16, And if any man ſay, that he 
hath no ſin, he doth but deceive him- 
ſelf, and the truth is not in him, 
ſaith the Apoſtle John, 1 Joh. 1.8. 
From all which Scriptures, and 
many others: which might be 


| produced, wherein the terms are 


lo. general , that'they cannot but 
E4 include: 


—_ 
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include all and every individuat ; 
it is plain and evident , that per- 
fection doth not belong to the 
preſent ſtate of Mankind. And 
if ſo, then muſt we conclude, that 
the great and wiſe God, and the 
holy and bleſſed Jeſus , have 1n- 
ſtituted this Feaſt in vain, and 
S1ven out a command to no pur- 
pole. A Table indeed may be 
ipread, and richly furniſhed, but 
the rooms will be all empty ; for 
if none but thoſe who are perfe&t 
be worthy , there will none be 
found that are ſo. This therefore 
cannot be the meaning of the 
Apoſtle in this place. | 

And as the worthineſs here ſpo- 
ken of doth not conſiſt in perfeCti- 
on; 7.e. 1nan intire and unſin- 
ning obedience to the whole Law 
of God : So neither doth the un- 
worthineſs here mentioned con- 
fiſt in imperfe&ion or ſin. It is 
not every failing, not every weak- 
| neſs, 
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|; | neſs, norevery {in, that preſent- 
rn. | ly renders men unworthy to be 
be ' Gueſts at God's Table. For if ſo, 
1d | thenall mankind would be exclu- 
at ded , becauſe all have ſinned, as 
© + appeareth from the Texts already 
"Y quoted. And conſequently the 
\d Table of the Lord would be as 
r. | empty, and this great Feaſt as 
> © much want Gueſts upon this ac- 
xt  countas upon-the other. But this 
» | is ſo far from being the ſenſe of 
& | the Apoſtle here, that it 15. quite 
= {} contrary to it. For , as. Chriſt 
e came into the World purpoſely to 
e dave Sinners, 1ſo did he inſtitute 
his holy Supper for the ſake of 
= thoſe who were liable to fin, and 
# weak in the Faith ; that thereby 
- | they might be fortified againſt 
x {| the one, and ſtrengthened in the 
1- other. For any one to-fay. then, 
F I am a Sinner, and therefore Un- 
s | worthy, 1s a falſe conſequence. 


.. - Por, it is. not fin barely , but an 
E 5 obſtinate 


— 
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abſtinate and impenitent conti- 


nuance in-ſin, that renders any 


one.an-unworthy Gueſt at God's 
Table , as L ſhall ſhow: you here-- 
after. 

From-this account of this Text, 
you ſee plain, that there are ſome 
who have no pretence to perfe- 
Qion in this life, and yet in:God's- 
account ; are eſteemed  -worthy. 
Communicants.. And'of {ſuch an: 


one E ſhall give you: this. ſhort 


CharaQter, which may ſerve as a 
Teſt to. try. your. own worthy- 
nels by.. 

To be a worthy. Gueſt at God's: 
Falſe; is, not to be without fin... 
but to be {enfible of fin; and. ſ{or- 
Towtful for it; one who doth hun- 
gerand thirſt after righteouſneſs; 
one. who doth earneſtly defire' U-- 
nion: and Communion: with: 
Chriſt, eſpecially in- this holy 
Feaft;;. One who 1s truly. ſenſible 
of; and as truly.thankful for, ww 

the. 
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tl- | the bleſſed Jeſus hath done and 
ny | Afſuffered for him ; One who, up- 
I's. | on that conſideration, doth re-- 
'e--  {folve with himſelf, that as much 
as in him heth, he will for the. 
it, future lead -a new lite, and live in. 
ne all godly love and charity with: 
fe- all men. 
J's: This, though ſhort, I take to- 
hy. be a full CharaQter of a worthy 
an: | Gueſt at God's Table. Which 
rt | worthy diſpoſition may. very well 
S2.  Cconliſt with many and great 
y- weakneſſes and imperfeQtions. 
This thus premiſed may ena-- 
d's-, ble us. to give a- more dire an- 
n,. {wer to our firſt enquiry,and help 
ICs - us to diſcover , What it 1s to eat 
N- and drink unworthily ? 
[s; To eat and drink unworthily 


U-. } in the Apoſtle's ſenſe, doth there- 
th: fore imply theſe things. 


ly 1. To come to'the Lord's Sup- 
ble per with low and: mean thoughts, 
at of it, being either ignorant what 


he: | it. 
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1tis, or if in ſome meaſure know- 
ing, yet are they willing to put a 
{hight and contempt uponit ; The 
"former of theſe are indeed the 
'more pityable , - but neither the 


_— Jr 


one nor the other are excuſable ; 
both of them, in St. Pauls ſenſe, 
may be truly ſaid to eat and drink 
unworthily. "The one contented- 
ly ſitteth down under ſuch cir- 
cumſtances that he cannot; and 


. the other , if he can, will. not 


make any difference: between the 
Table of the Lord,and their own ; 
between this great and holy 
Feaſt , and a common and- ordi- 
nary meal and repaſt. This is that 
for which St. Paul reproveth the 
Church of Corinth, 1 Cor. 11. wv. 
20, 21, 22. ſaying, When ye come 
fogether into one place, this is not to 
eat the Lord's Supper. For in eat- 
ing every one taketh before other 
bis own Supper ; and. one his hun- 
gry aud. anothr is drunken. 


What, 


| Body. 
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What , have ye not Houſes to eat  }; 
and. drink in ? Or deſpiſe ye the © 
Church of God , and ſhame them 
that have not ?* What ſhall I ſay 
fo you ? Shall T praiſe yow tn 
this? I praiſe you not. "This is 
to come tothe Lord's Table with- 
out Faith or Fear ; neither belie- 
ving nor remembring what the 
blefſed Jeſus hath done and ſuf- 
fered for them, of which at this 
Feaſt they ought to make a grate- 
ful and ſolemn Commemoration. 
x Cor. 11. 24 This 1s to: ap- 
proach thereunto without that 
due regard and reverence that be- 
cometh them , and befitteth the 


action they are about ; not once 


conſidering with whom, or upon 
what they are to feaſt. And this 
15 part, 1f not all, that St. Paw/ 
defigneth in thoſe words which 
he addeth in the cloſe of this 
Fext, mot diſcernins the Lords 


2. To 
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ly, is, to come to the Lord's Sup- 


per without a due ſenſe of fin, 
| without a juſt remorſe, a godly 


ſorrow, and an unteigned repen- 
tance for 1t.. For, as I before hin- 
ted to you, it is not ſin barely,but 
an obſtinate and impenitent con- 
tinuance in ſin that maketh men 
unwelcome gueſts at God's Ta- 
ble. If the wicked will turn from-all 
his fins that he hath committed, and 
keep all my ſtatutes, and do that 
which is lawful and right , he ſhall 


ſurely live, he ſhall not die. All his 
tranſereſſions that he hath commit-- 


ted, they ſhall not be mentioned un- 
to him; in his righteouſneſs that 
he hath done, he ſhall live, faith 
the Lord, Ezek. 18. v.21, 22. A 
broken and contrite heart, God will 
ever deſpiſe, Pl. 51.197. T might, 
if it were needful, produce many. 
other Texts to this purpoſe, for 
the holy Scripture is full 'of ſuch 


2. Toeat and drink unworthi- 


paſlages, 


CO Ee En 
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paſſages: as ſpeak the goodneſs. 
and. mercy of God to repenting. 
f and returning Sinners, how ready 
' he is to receive them , how he 
openeth his arms to embrace. 
| them, and how kindly he bids 
| them wellcome.. If the Prodigal 
can but think: of returning to his. 
Father , his Father will prevent 
him, and run to meet-him, Lzk. 
I5. 18,19, 20. Turn unto meand 
I will turn unto you, ſaith the Lord: 
of Hoſts, Zech. 1. 3. | 
But: though God” be:thus: kind: 
and gracious to the Penitent, yet. 
will he be ſevere and inexorable. 
to the: obſtinate and impenitent: 
If men- will. fin. with. an high: 
hand, and go on therein, without: 
once reflecting upon what they 
do or have done ;. If they will ſtill: 
perſevere. 1n' wickedneſs: againſt 
all: the: admonitions of -God,. and 
checks:of their own Conſciences; 
If: they. be. reſalved. to nag 
| CNELT. 
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their luſtful appetites , and inor- 
dinate affeQions , and not to be 
reclaimed therefrom ; If againſt 


the judgment of the Church, and 


the plain evidence of Scripture 
and reaſon , they will reject the 
Truth, and eſpouſe and defend 
Errours and Hereſfies ; It they 
give themſelves over to ſtrife and 
contention, to promote malice 
and hatred, to diſturb their own 
and the peace of that Church and 
ſtate in which they live. What 
can ſuch men expect , but a certain 
fearful looking for of judgment, and 
fiery indignation to devour them ? 
 Hebr. 10.0. 26, 27. There is no- 
thing doth more furely forfeit the 
kindneſs and mercy of God, nor 
any thing that doth more certain- 
ly treaſure up to it ſelf”, wrath a- 


 gainſt the aay of wrath, than an 
hard and impenitent heart, Rom. 
'2. 5. As impenitency 1s a certain 
| bar to Man's Salvation, fo is it 
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to his participation of this holy 
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Feaſt. For, to come to the Lord's 
Supper without a due ſenſe of ſin 
and ſorrow for it, is to go' about 
to join righteouſ? neſs with unrighte- 


 ouſneſs, to mix light with darkneſs, 


and to lodge Chriſt with Belial, 2 
Cor. 6. V. 14, 15- | 

3, To eat and drink unwor- 
thily, is, to come to the Lord's 
Supper without Charity. If thou 
bring thy gift to the Altar,and there 
remembreſt that thy brother hath 
ought againſt thee; leave there thine 
fs. before the Altar, ana go thy 
way ; firſt be reconciled to thy bro- 
ther, and then come and offer thy 
gift, Matth. 5. v. 23, 24 This 
counſel proceedeth from the un- 
erring wiſdom of the bleſſed Jeſus, 


_ wherein he doth plainly intimate 


how vain it is to expe, that God 


will accept an offering at our 


hands, whilſt our hearts are fl 
led with malice and hatred to our 
Brethren. 


—— - 


— 


go | A Dialogue between 


Brethren. Love to God and love 
to the Brethren , are qualificati- 
ons 1ndi{penſibly neceſſary 1n e- 
very one, who will be a worthy 
Gueſt at God's Table z and ne- 
ther of theſe can wellconſiſt with- 
out the other. If a man ſay, I love 
God, and hateth his brother, he ts a 
tar : for, he that loveth not his bro- 
ther whom he hath ſeen, how can he 
love God , whom he hath not ſeen ? 
And this (ommandment have we 
from him, that he who loveth God, 
dove his brother alſo , 1 John 4. v. 
20, 21. Now who they are that 
come without Charity , will beſt 
appear, if we conſider that noble 
Character which St. Paul giveth 
of it, and compare their manner 
of addreſs therewith. Are men 
impatient under ſufferings ? Are 
they apt to murmur and repine. 
at the diſpenſations of Divine Pro-. 


 vidence , touching the ordering 


and. governance of perſons and 
things: 


Paſtor and Pariſhioner. 91 


things 1n this World. ? Are they 
moroſe and unſociable ? Are they 
over-tenacious , unfriendly , and 
unliberal ? This betrayeth their 
want of Charity. For, Charity 
ſuffereth long,and is kind. Are men. 
apt to be envious at the happy 
eſtate of their Brethren ? Do they 
look with an evil Eye upon the 
proſperity of others ? Do they 
macerate and waſt themſelves. 
with vexing at the wellfare of o- 
ther men? This ſpeaketh them 
ſtrangers to this excellent grace. ; 
for, Charity envyeth not, x Cor. 
13-4- Are men proud and haugh- 
ty? Do they love to be the 
Trumpeters of their own praile, 
and the proclaimers of their own 
worth * Are they apt to {well and 
be puffed up with. the conceit of 
their own excellency ? Do they 
entertain ſo high an opinion of 
themſelves, and their own virtue: 
and goodneſs, that they look with 

| {corn: 
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{corn and contempt upon all 0- 
thers? Are they unwilling to be 
indebted even to God himſelf, or 
to his mercy and bleſſing, or to 
any thing-elſe , but only them- 
ſelves, for their ſucceſs in - all 
things ? This bewrayeth their 
want of love and Charity. For, 
Charity vaunteth not it ſelf, is not 
puffed up. Are men cenſorious and 


_contumelious ? Are they Railers, 
-Revilers, DetraCters and Backbi- 


ters of others? Do they. love to 
betray the ſecrets,” diſcloſe the 
faults, and expole the perſons of 
others to contempt and ſcorn ? 
Can they pleaſe themſelves, with 
being unhandſome, rude, and un- 
mannerly ? This ſhoweth how 
empty they are of Love and Cha- 
rity ; For, Charity doth not behave 
it ſelf unſeemly, v. 5, Are men 
wholly devoted to themſelves ? 
Are they altogether led and ated 
by the diftates of their own inter- 


eſt? 
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eſt ? Can they lay aſide all care 
and concern for the good of that 
Community in which they live © - 
Can they be content that all pub- 
lick good ſhould truckle and give 
place to their private profit and 
advantage? Are they ſo much in 
love with themſelves, that they 
love nothing beſides, or in com- 
pariſon with themſelves ? This 
plainly ſhows, that they have no 
true Love and Charity in them, 

For, (Charity ſeeketh not her own. 
Are men paſſionate. and ſuſpici- 
ous! Are their paſſions quickly 
raiſed, but when up, 1o ungo- 
vernable that they are not eafily 
laid again? Are they apt to take 
fire at everyi{ſpark, and be' offen- 
ded even with innocence it 1{clf, 
if 1t happen to run counter to 
their humours and inclinations ? 
Are they 1o jealous and ſuſpici- 
ous, that every buſh is taken for 
a Bugbear.! that nothing, though 
never 
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never {o good , can occur, 1n 
which they do not ſuſpe&t ſome 
hidden evil, or ſecret miſchief 
deſign'd againſt them; This 1s 
directly contrary to the rules of 
true Charity, For, Charity is not 
eaſily provoked, thinketh no evil. 
Are men carzal, ſold under ſin ? 
Rom. 7. 14. Do they love to walk 
in the vanity of their minds 7 Are 
their underſtandings ſo darkened, 
that they are become Aliens from 
the lite of God , through the 1g- 
norance that is in them ? Are 
they paſt feeling, and have given 
themſelves over anio laſciviouſ- 
neſs, to work all uncleanneſs with 
greeaineſs ? Eph. 4. v. 17, 18, 19. 
Do they love to ſpeak lies through 
hypocriſie , having their Conſciences 
ſeared with an hot iron 8 1 T 11.4.2. 
Do they rejoice to do evil, and de- 
light in the frovardneſs of the wick- 
ed? Prov. 2. 14. Are they ſo bent 
upoh wickedneſs, that they can- 
not 
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not ſleep except they have done 
evil, and their ſleep departeth from 
them, unleſs they have cauſed ſome to 


fall? Prov. 4. 16. This 18 a tem- 


per far different from that of true 
Charity ; For, (harity rejoyceth not 
in iniquity, but rejoyceth in the truth, 
v. 6. Are men impatient of inju- 
ries, and cannot bear the leaſt 
affront ? Are they diffident and 
diſtruſttul of all things propoun- 
ded to them, either by God or 
Man ! Have they no proſpeCt of 
a future ſtate, nor-can hope for 
any thing but what 1s before their 
Eyes, and within the reach of 
their ſenſes in this life ? This 
plainly demonſtrateth that they 
are ſtrangers to this excellent 
grace of Charity ; For, (harity 
beareth all things, believeth all 
things, hopeth all things, endureth 
all things, v. 7. ; 

'Thus have I ſhown you who 
they are that come. to the Lord's 


Supper _ 


RE —C—————— 


96 A Dialogue between 


Supper without Charity ; and by 
this and the two preceding rules, 
you may plainly perceive what 
St. Pau! meaneth, when he ſpeaks 
of eating and drinking unwor- 
thily. Now if either you, or any 
other be really thus unworthy, it 
will nearly concern both you and 


them to conſider what you do. It- 
will not be ſafe for you to ap- 


proach this holy Table with ſuch 
unworthineſs about you. But I 
hope better things of you, and 
that upon this account you will 


have no juſt cauſe to abſent your 


ſelf from this holy Feaſt. 
Pariſhioner. T heartily thank 
you, Sir, for the pains you have 
taken to reQify my miſunder- 
ſtanding, and inform me better. 
TI bleſs God I have no ſuch low 
and mean thoughts of this Hea- 
venly Banquet ; and though I 
confeſs I am a Sinner, yet am I 
heartily ſorry for my ſins ; though 


w es... 
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I am not ſo charitable as I ought, 
yet am I not ſuch a ſtranger to it, 
as you have now deſcribed. And 
therefore, 1t other obſtacles be re- 
moved, I do believe I ſhall not 
hereafter abſent my ſelf upon this 
account. I am ſorry that I have 
interrupted you , -but I could not 
forbear to teſtify my ſatisfaction 
in what you have ſaid ; And now 
Sir, I beleech you proceed to ex-- 
plain the other part of this Text, 
by reſolving that other enquiry, 
VIZ. 

Qu. 2, How and when men 
are {aid to eat anddrink their own 
Damnation ? 

Paſtor. T ſhall endeavour with 
all readineſs, and as much plain- 
neſs, to make good my. promiſe, 
and gratify your deſire, in the 
reſolution of this enquiry alſo. 
And in- order thereunto let me 
premiſe this in the general, viz. 

That the puniſhment of un- 

F:”.. -, worthy 


9 &. Dialogue between 


worthy Communicants differeth, 
according to the different degrees 
of their unworthineſs, 


- TI. Some there are who come 
to theſe holy myſteries without 


any Faith, or any repentance, or 


any Charity at all. So Infidels or 
Unbelievers, Reprobates, Hypo- 


crites and inveterate Sinners 


come. Now thoſe who thus pre- 
ſume to approach this holy table, 
they in the ſtriQteſt ſenſe may be 
truly ſaid ro be guilty of the body 
and blood of Chriſt, 1 Cor. 11. 27. 
2.e. They are as much guilty of 
his Death, as thoſe who Crucified 
him in the fleſh. Theſe. have no 
more value for the blood of Chriſt 
than thoſe had ; and therefore 
may expect to be as ſeverely pus- 
niſhed as they were or ſhall be. 
The Death of Chriſt will be unto 
them a favour of Death unto - 
Death, not of Life unto Life. The 
Apoſtle's Argument is of great 

weight 
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weight in this caſe. . He that deſpi- 
ſed Moſes his law, died without mer- 
cy under two or three witneſſes. Of 
= much ſorer puniſhment then, 
ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be worthy , who 
treadeth under foot the ſor of God, 
and counteth the blood off the Cove- 
naxt wherewith he was [antitified, an 
unholy thing, and doth deſpite to the 
[pirit of grace, Hebr. 10. v. 28,29. 
Theſe are all compriſed under 
that one general expreſſion , He . 
that belzeveth not, and of: ſuch an 
one our Saviour ſaith, He ſhall be 
damned, yvg.mwertMmomu, Mark 16. 
16. Thoſe therefore, who being 
thus unworthy , do preſume to 
come to theLord's Table,they pro- 
phane this holy Feaſt, they tram- 
ple under foot the blood of the 
Covenant, they are guilty of the 
Body-and Blood of Chriſt , and 
may 1n the ſtricteſt ſence, be ſaid 
to eat and drink their own dam- 
nation. But I do not take this to ' 
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be the meaning of the Apoſtle in 
this place. 


2. Some come to the Lord's 
Supper, who, though they have 
ſome {mall glimmerings, ſome 
little knowledge, yet do they not 
{o well diſcern the Lord's Body as 
they ought; who, though they 
have Faith, yet is their Faith fo 
weak and languid , ſo low and 
faint, that it doth not ſo power- 
fully work by love and repentance 
as it ought; who do not {o well 
diſcern the myſtical Bread in this 
Sacrament from common food, 
and therefore with too much 
rudeneſs, and too little reverence 
approach thereunto. Now ſuch 
is the goodneſs and mercy of 
God, that he is always willing to 
pity the weakneſſes and infirmi- 
ties of his people. If there be 
but ſome beginnings of grace, 
{lome weak ettorts , and faint de- 
ſires to .do their dutics, he 1s Few 
ar 


> xj. 


Paſtor and Pariſhioner. 10 


far from diſcouraging, that he is 
willing rather to encourage them: 


S therein, that-in time they may do 
& . better; He will not break the bruiſed 
& reed, nor quench the ſmoaking flax, 
t Matth. 12. 20. If there be but 4 
IS _ willing mind, it will be accepted, ac< 
; cording t0 that a man hath, and' not 
{0 according to that he hath not, 2 Cor. 
1d 8. 12. Butif men be not ſo care- 
r- , ful as they ought, to reCtify their 
Ce miſtakes in time, and amend their 
ell doings; then God 1s pleaſed 
his ſometimes by Diſcipline and cor- 
dd, rettionto inform them better, to 
ch ſhow them the folly of their do- 
1CE ings, and reduce them into the 
ich — right way. Andthis; I conceive 
of to be all that is imported in that 
:to , Word , which our Tranſlators 
mi- | have. rendered , Damnation, in 
> be this place. 
1Ce, To make this good”, I ſhall 
de- conſider both the fignification of 
s fo the word here uſed , and the de-: 
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ſign of the Apoſtle in uſing of it. 

There are two words made uſe 
of by St. Paul in. this. Chapter. 
The former of which (ze/ua) 
is properly rendred Judgmert,and 
the latter (xamzxea) Damnation 
or Condemnation. Now it 1s the 
former of theſe words that is uſed 
m this Text, which is not ſo well 
rendered as it might have been. 
For, it doth not import the Judg- 
ment of Eternal Damnation, (as. | 
ſome would underſtand it) but 
only a Temporal puniſhment, 
which God is pleaſed ſometimes 


to inflict upon Believers , to cor- 


re& what is amiſs in them, and 
ſtir them up the better to prepare 
themſelves for the performance 
of their duties, 'Fhat ſuch kind 
of puniſhments were more fre- 
quent in the primitive times of 
Chriſtianity , 1s ſufficiently evi- 
dent from the -Writers of thoſe 
times.. And that this 1s.St.. Pauls 
lenſe. 
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ſenſe here, is plain: from the fol- 
lowing words : For this cauſe 
many are weak and ſick among 


You, and many ſleep, v. 30. But 


more plainly from the 32 Verſe, 
where St. Paul himſelf diſtin- 
guiſheth the two ſorts: of Judg- 
ments, ſaying, When we are: 
judged (zeropppor), we are chaft- 
ened of the Lord ; becauſe we 
ſhould not. be condemned (ng mm" 
xexbowp) with the World. 
Whence it 1s very plainand evi- 
dent , that the word , which 1s 
here rendered Damnation, imports: 
no more but a judgment of Cor- 
rection or Diſcipline for our good. 
And even that alſo may be pre- 
vented it we will take the right 
courſe. In order whereunto, St: 
Paul preſcribeth us a-moſt excel-- 
lent rule. For, faith he, If we 
would judge our ſelves, we ſhould not 
be judged, v. 31. Now what he. 
meaneth by judging our ſelves, 1s. 
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plain from the 28 Ferſe, where 
| he ſaith, Let a man examine him- 
ſelf, and ſo let him eat of this bread, 
and drink of this Cup. 

I have now conſidered and ex- 
plained this Text of Scripture, 
11118 which , I fear, hath heretofore 

i been made uſe of by ſome to very 
If 11] purpoſes ; and ſet up. as.a Mor- 
2 #70 to atiright many. well-mean- 
{li ing people from their duties. By 
| vertue of this Text , 11] under- 
ſtood, and worſe applyed.; the 

Peace of the Church: hath been 
. diſturbed, the Bond of Union bro- 
[3 ken, and thoſe who-ſhould have 
| lived together in love and amity, 
Bl: like Fellow Citizens, and-Mem- 
Bill bers of the ſame Family , have 
it been crumbled into Parties and 
FaQtions. Chriſtians have hereby 
been divided , not.-only in their 
judgments but. affeCtions., ſmall 
Wl difterences at firſt have been im- 
| proved into Schiſms and'Separa: 
| | t10Ns ; 
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tions; and thoſe have produeed 
ſuch heats and animoſities , that - 


a, the unity of the Spirit , which 
ſhould have beenkept in the Bond 
No of Peace, hath thereby been dif- - 
re, ſolved ; and the Seamlels-Coat of 
re Chriſt Jeſus hath been rent aſun- | 
ry der. I cannot believe that Zeal 
I and Tgnorance had the only hand 
n- in this bulineſs, but that there 
3y © muſt be a great deal of-malice 
F- _ Joined with them; Thoſe who 
Ne pretended ' to be your Guides 
11 _ could not but know better, and - 
) ' therefore muſt on ſet purpoſe im- 
'e pole upon themſelves and - you, - 
' that underhand they might -the | 
I better carry on'their deſigns up- - 
'e on Religion and the Church of 
d God; In which they have been 
y } but-too:- proſperous : Inſtead of 
r the ſubſtance; the ſhadow-of Re- 
II ligion was only left us; inſtead 
= of Order and Diſcipline, nothing 
; ' but diſorder and confuſion was to - 


F..$; be - 


— 


106 | A Dialogue between 


be ſeen among us ; Every one ſet- 
ting up for himſelf, and drawing, 
Parties: and: Factions. after him.. 


And from: whence came all this, 


but from our breach of Union and. 
Communion with that Church, 
af. which God had made.us Mem-- 
bers ?' 

But: when: you: have ſeriouſly. 
conſidered what I have now ſaid, 
I hope you. will find the Maſque: 
taken oft, and that this.Text-hath 
no {uch frightful viſage as ſome. 
haye put upon. it;. and in which 
they. have formerly. repreſented it. 
to you; that it is {o far from dil- 
couraging any: in their: commu-- 
nicating with the Church in this. 
holy Ordinance, that it is rather: 
a: great. enforcement: of their. 
Duty. | | | 
And now. having: thus-cleared” 


the way, by explaining.this Text: 


of Scripture. to. you;.for: the more | 
ealy removal, or: prevention. of: 
that: 


_—_— 


Paſtor and Pariſhioner. 107 


that. ObjeQtion which 1s uſually 
raiſed therefrom, let me ask you, 
or: rather let me deſire you to ask. 
your ſelf a few Queſtions. 
1. When God calls, Whether 
it be fit for you , or me, or any 
of us, to ſay we are not ready ? 
When he commandeth to Do th1s, 
whether it will ſuffice us to ſay, 
We cannot do it as we ought, and: 
therefore we will not do it at all ?: 
Let me put you a plain Caſe, and 
pray conſider of it; You are the. 
Maſter of a Family,and you corn-. 


mand one of your Servants to do 


this : he Anſ{wereth, he cannot do 
it to pleaſe you, and therefore'he- 
w1ll not go about to do it at all. 
You command another to do the: 
ſame thing, and he an{wereth, he 
cannot do it {o well as he ſhould, 
but in obedience to your com-- 
mand he will do it as well as he 


| can, and he hopeth you: will be 


pleaſed with his endeavours. 
Which. 
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: Which of theſe two would -you 
| account. the better, and more acr 
2 ceptable: Servant ?.I do not doubt 
but that. you.. would prefer. the 
litter: Well, this is your very 
Caſe, God Commands. you to Ds 
#hi5,, though you cannot. do it ſo 
well-as you ſhould; yet:do it as 
wellas youcan.; by ſo doing you . 
obey.the Command of God, who - 
Knows your. infirmities , and. in- 
fiead of puniſhing will pity. them. 
Thongh God.expe&-all that we 
can. do. for- him , yet he expeQts . 
no, More, than we can do.. For, if. 
there be-firft a willing mind, .it.is ac- 
cepted according to that a man hath, 
not-according to that he hath.not, 2 . 
Cor. 8.12. 
Þ 2. Whether-it be-not- a thing. 
ll certain;, . that you and T.and-all 
18 men. muſt once .die? and :if ſo, 
WW. Whether we ſhall” not : then be 
| called to an account for the doing; 
or-not doing of. this:duty ? There - 
FS. 
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is an appointed time for all men once 


Iu 
—— to die,. and after that the Judgment, 
bt Hebr. 9. 27:. At-which time, al 
be 3 men miiſt receive the things done in 
iy the body , according to that he hath 
7 done, whether it. be.good. or bad, ..2. 
{o Cor. 5. 10... 
as. | 3. Whether any of. us know 
JU ; the time, . when we mult die? if 
1 - not , 1t may be this moment-:as 
"__ well as the next, and if we be not - 
= 1 fit to receive the. Sacrament, .we 
re þ are not fit to die ; and.if we be ta» 
is - ken 1n the aCt of diſobedience to a 
if" | known command , what can we. 
c- © expett,. but a fearful looking for 
_—— of. Judgment,. and fiery indigna- 
-- tion to devour us? 

| 4. What is the. reaſon: that-we 
"0 are not fitted .and prepared for 
* this holy Sacrameat ? Is the fault 
= in God or. Chriſt ?. No, they 
"— kindly invite, and' command-us 
"= too, to do our duties , and-this 
C_ duty. in particular... Is. it in the . 


Sacrament... 
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Sacrament it ſelf? No, that is 
ready 47 wap for us. Is it in 
the Miniſters who are employed 
about. theſe holy things ! No, 
they in the name of God and 
Chriſt, doearneſtly invite and in-- . 
treat us, and are ready to deliver 
the ſame unto us. If therefore we 
are unfit and unprepared , the 
fault muſt be in our ſelves, - and 
what 1s this, but to double our 
guilt , by doubling our fin ? z.e. 
by diſobeying the Command of 
God , and perſcevering in ſo do- 
ing, to contract a greater guilt. 
When you have asked your 
{elf theſe Queſtions, and ſeriouſly 
conſidered what anſwer is to be 
given unto them ; then be advi- 
ſed ſerioully to ponder, Whether 
this Plea of unfitnels and unpre- 
paredneſs will ſtand you in any. 
ſtead at the Day of Judgment ? 
When that great Day of the 
Lord: ſhall come, (as none of us 
knows: 
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knows how ſoon it may come): 
when the Books ſhall be opened, 
and the Confciences of all. men 
diſplayed, when every thing ſhall. 
be open and bare before the great. 
Judge of Heaven and Earth, then 
will you wiſh, when it 15 too- 
late, that you had. been more: 
careful and conſcientious: in the: 
diſcharge. of your. duties, and: 
more complying with. God and: 
Chriſt 1n the obſervation of their 
Commands. Then will you wiſh. 
that you had your Lives to live 
over again , that you: had: once 
more thoſe opportunities offered, 
which you have ſo often {lighted 
and neglected. Then will you: 
wiſh that you were but- once. 
more invited, and.ance more ad- 
mitted to. feaſt with God and 
Chrift.. How would you then 
improve the opportunity !:. You: 
would —_—_ {o- beflir your 
ilves;. that every an 
oh 
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be a: ſtep toward Heaven and 
Happanels. - 

Conſider this therefore whilft 
you have yet time, neglect not 
your preſent opportunities. Re- 


rhember, Opportunity is bald be- 
hind, it is not eaſily retrieved af- 


ter it 1s once paſled' by us. Let it 
therefore be your care, whilſt it 
is called to day, ſo to improve e- 


very occaſion offered, that when . 
God ſhall call, you'may be ready 
to go, and take poſleſſion of that - 
Eternal Inheritance prepared for - 


you in Heaven. 

Pariſhioner. Sir , I have with 
great ſatisfaction attended to your 
Diſcourſe, and have great reaſon 


| to thank you for 'the- pains you 


have taken to reaify my judg- 
ment in this* particular. I'do 


| painly find, T have been too much 


—- 


impoſed 'upon , and for want of 


conſidering fo well as-I ought, 
have. blindly ſwallowed that 


which: 


_—_ 
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d which I ought not. But being 
better inſtructed , I hope for the 
$1 future I ſhall be more careful, 
tt . and make it my buſineſs to be 
a. always ready to do my duty, 
LP when God ſhall pleaſe to give me 
E an opportunity. | 
*t Paſtor... T ſhall think my ſelf 
t : very happy, Neighbour Pariſh#- 
——_— ozer, if, either this Diſcourſe, or 
Rr. any other weak endeavour of 
y- mine., ſhall, by God's bleſſing 
'S thereupon, prove.inſtrumental to 
W- reduce you, or any of, my People, 
to your duties, and to direct you 
h in the right way to Heaven. and 
'H Happineſs.. "Fo do. all' the good 
I can in this ſtation, wherein God 
wo hath placed-me, I. know and ac- 
4$ knowledge to be my duty; and 
oO | 1n the performance thereof, I bleſs 
b God; I am willing to ſpend and 
f be ſpent, to lay out all my 
t, ſtrength , and all thoſe abilities 
hc which. he. hath been .picaſed. to 


endow. 
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|| _ endow me with. Iam never bet- 
111708 ter pleaſed, than when thus em- 
III ployed , either in reſolving the 
| doubts, or otherwiſe inſtruQting 
| thoſe committed to my care and 
0! charge. And therefore, if you 
| have any thing more to offer, let 


C || -pound it freely, and I will endea- 
Ml || vour with as much clearnels as 
| || poſſible to reſolve you. 
| þ | : 06;. 4s Pariſhioner. Sir, I have 


Which we are required to receive 


fearing leſt there ſhould be either 


I yet. thoroughly fatisfied a- 
bout it. 


Paſtor. Our Church in her Ap- 


us not loſe the oppoxtunity ; pro- 


heard ſome ſcruple the poſture in 
12 the Sacrament, viz. Kneeling, 


Superſtition or Idolatry, or both 
in it. And T muſt confeſs it hath 
very much ſtartled me ,: nor am 


pendix to the Rubrick,. after the: 
4 Communion-Service , hath very. 
| || - well obviated this objeQion, yu | 
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ſhe there. declareth two things. 
, IT. That no adoration 1s here- 
by intended ; nor ought to be 
done, either to the Sacramental 
Bread and Wine there Bodily re- 
ceived; or to any corporal pre- 
ſence of Chriſt's natural fleſh and 
blood. For, 1. Shedeclareth, that 
the Sacramental Bread and Wine - 
do remain till in their very na- 
tural ſubſtances, and therefore 
ought not to be adored ; for, that 
were Idolatry to be abhorred by 
all faithful Chriſtians. 2. That the 
natural Body and Blood of our Sa- 
viour Chriſt, are in Heaven and 
not here; It being againſt the 
truth of Chriſt's natural Body to- 
be at one time in more places 
than one. 

2. That this poſture is only 
meant, 1. To ſignify thereby 
our humble and grateful acknow- 
ledgment of the benefits ofChriſt, 
therein given to all worthy Re- 
CEIVETS.. 
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ceivers. 2. To prevent ſuch pro- 
fanation and diſorder in yr 
Communion, as might otherwal 
enſue. 

Now after ſuch a plain Decla- 
ration as this, one would- think, 
there ſhould be no room. lett. for 
Ii ſuch fears and jealouſies. 

| Pariſhioner. Tndeed, Sir, Iam 

{i of your opinion,and had I known, 
that theChurch had taken ſo much 
| care to ſatisfy herMembers 1n this 
| Caſe , I ſhould not have been {o- 
| eaſily ſtartled-as I was.. But I fee, 
I have been more than one way 
impoſed upon 3: every thing that 
may ſerve. to affright hath been 

{et before. us; but whatſoever 
- might ſerve to fatisfy, hath been 
- 
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carefully concealed from us. 
Paſtor. The Art of Legerdemain 
150ne of the great Maſter-pieces 
whereby thoſe of the: Separation 
have carried on their deſigns. 
1 Without this they. could never 
1 have 


Fs 


YI 


Paſtor and Pariſhioner. 117 


have made {uch rents and-diviſi- 
ons- in the Church of Gd6d, and 
crumbled it into ſo many: Parties 
and Fattions. This we have 
known long, and I am glad you 

now lee it. Ie 
Pariſhioner. Sir, T bleſs God for 
this happy occaſion, and I hum- 
bly thank you for the pains you 
have taken to undeceive me 1n 
many things. And though I am 
already in a manner fatisfied as to 
the folly and vanity of this fcru- 
ple ; yet becaule it makes a great 
noiſe among the Difſenting Party, 
and -15 believed to have ſome 
welght in it ; and becauſe T would 
willingly be able to give ſome 
reaſonable account of what I do; 
I will beg the favour of you to 
furniſh me with an Anſwer to 
their Obje&tion. Which runneth 

thus. 

Knezling (ſay they) is not the 
poſture in which our Saviour gave 
TC 
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the Sacrament to his Diſciples,and 
therefore it ought not to be 1m- 
poſed ypon ws. 3 {I 

Paſtor; I commend your care 
and prudence in that you are ſo 
deſirous to be able to give an ac- 


- count of what you do. And the 


better to enable you, I ſhall now 
conſider their Objection. 

IT willingly grant, that this is 
not the poſture in which the Di- 
ſciples received this holy Sacra- 
ment from the hands of our ble\- 
{ed Saviour. But then we may 
conſider, 

I. That as the poſture is not 
the ſame, ſo 'neither is the time 
nor place ; for,. he gave it after 
Supper, we adminiſter 1t before 
Dinner ; He gave it in an upper 
Chamber in a private Houſe, we 
adminiſter it publickly in the 
Church; and yet there 15 no 
fault found with us for either of 


theſe. 
2. That 
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2. That there is no word of 
Command in the whole inſtitu- 
tion of this Sacrament, for the 


obſervation either of the ſame po- 
{o ſture, or the ſame time, or the 
1C- {ame place. And therefore being 
-he things indifferent in their own na- 
JW ture, they are left to the wiſe and 
prudent determination of our Go- 
S 1S VErNOUurs. 
Di- 3. «I hat as Kneeling 1s not the 
ra- {ame poſture, ſo neither 1s ſitting 
lel- nor ſtanding , which are the po- 
Nay ſtures our Obje&ters uſually con- 
tend for ; eſpecially ſitting , as 
not being a Table-poſture. For, that 
ime of the Diſciples, was a poſture of 
fter diſcumbency, lying or leaning up- 
fore on Beds, with their heads in one 
per anothers Boſomes ; which then 
we was, and ftill is the Table-poſture 
the of thoſe Eaſtern People; and 
no which neither is, nor ever was in 
r of uſe, nor indeed is praQticable a- 
mong us. 
[ hat But 
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But to furniſh you with a more 
full anſwer to this ObjeQion, take 
theſe conſiderations along with 
YOu. | 

1. That time, place and po- 
ſture, are neceſſary circumſtances - 
of every aCtion. I cannot do any 
thing, but I muſt have ſome time 
and place to doit in, and be in 
{ome poſture of body when I 
do It. -! » 

2, That though theſe circum- 
ſtances be neceſſary in the gene-- 
ral, yet whether this or that in 
particular, is a thing indifferent in 
it ſelf, If there be no obligation 
upon me to this or that, I am at 
liberty to uſe any one which I 
ſhall think moſt convenient. 

}- That the determination of 
this indifterency 1s left to the diſ- 
cretion of thoſe, who are either 
to do, or dire& the doing of the 
action. If it be a thing of choice, 
ſo that I may either do, or not do 

Ibo 
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it, then Tam at liberty to do it 
in this or that manner, which I 


pleaſe. But if it bea thing pre- 


{cribed, ſo that I am neceſſitated 
to do it, then am I to obſerve the: 
diretions of him or them, who 
have power to preſcribe the aCti- 
on , as to the manner of do- 
Ing it. | 

4. That in ſacred aQions the 
moſt humble poſture. is moſt ſu-- 
table for Creatures to their Crea- 
tor. If I be to pay my devotions 
and adorations unto God , that 
poſture which is moſt ſignificant 
of my humility , and doth beſt 
expreſs the ſenſe which I have of 
God's greatneſs in himſelf, and 
his goodneſs towards me , will 
certainly be the moſt ſutable and 
becoming. 

5. That to determine which 1s 
lo, is not left to every private 
perſon. For, if it were , then 
ſhould we have as many opinions 
G as 
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as perſons, and as many; poſtures: 


as opinions ; and all thoſe obtru- 


ded upon us as the moſt fitting ; 
which, how great a diſorder and 
confuſion it would occaſion in the 


ſervice of God, you may, with- 


out conſulting an Oracle, eaſily 


divine. 


6. That to prevent this confu- 
ſion and diſorder, God hath left 
us to the direction of our Supert- 
ours 1n theſe Caſes. And there- 
fore is it, that we are comman- 
ded to obey them that are ſet over 
#s ,. and ſubmit our ſelves, Hebr. 
I 2. I7. © 

7. That ſince there muſt be 
ſome poſture 'in which this. holy 
Sacrament 15 to be received, and 
that thoſe whom God hath ſet 0- 
ver us, have determined this, we 
ought without murmuring to 
ſubmit our ſelves, and acquieſce 
10 their determination. | 

8. That if we deny them obe- 

: dience | 
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dience in this and ſuch like caſes, 
we leave them nothing to do in 
the ſervice and worſhip of God. 
For, it the thing commanded be 
juſt and good, lawful and right, 
antecedent to their command, 
then ought we to do it, whether 
they command it or not. And if 
the thing be evil and unlawtul, 
then :we ought not to do it, 
though they ſhould command it ; 
for, in this caſe the rule holds 
good, Whether it 'be better to obey 
God or m1, judze ye? AQs 4. 19. 
So that 1f we will not allow them 
to command and determine us in 
rhings indifferent, we muſt deny 
them any power and authority 
over us, and conſequently make 
this great Ordinance of God to bz 
vain and fooliſh. 
 Thele conſiderations. _ duly 
weighed, and by your ſerious re- 
flections upon them further im- 
proved, will, I hope, furniſh you 
2 with 
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with a {ufficient an{wer to. this 
ObjeAion,, and enable you to 
give a reaſonable account of what 
you do. | 
* . Pariſhioner.. Sir, TI am abun- 
dantly fatisfied in what you have 
{aid, I am now well provided ts 
give a reaſonable account of what 
Ido my ſelf ; and do not doubt, 
but by God's bleſſing upon my 
endeavours to do ſome good upon 
others too. I have only one Ob- 
jection more, . which if I were as 
well ſatisfied in, as Iam in all the 
other , I ſhould bid adieu to all. 
{crupuloſity in this Caſe. ” 

. Obj. 5. It is not thought ſake 
to Communicate in a mix'd Con- 
gregation, 1n an Aſſembly made 
up of. gocd and. bad, wicked as 
well as godly perſons ; leſt by ſo | 
doing we ſhould be partakers of 
other mens ſins. 

_ Paſtor. 1 ſhall endeavour with 
as much plaignelſs to give you ſa- 
tisfaction 
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tisfaftion in this, as I have done 
in the other, and I hope ſhall not 
fail in it. In order whereunto, it 
will be neceſſary rightly to un- 
derſtand the true ſtate of this: 
Caſe. There are two things 
which you ſeem to fear, viz. 
Communicating in a mix'd Con-- 
gregation', and being thereby 
made partakers of other mens: 
ſins. I ſhall conſider theſe ſeve- 
rally, and do- not doubt but to: 
make it evident , that this 15 a- 
cauſelels fear ; and that thoſe who 
have taught you thus to {cruple, 
have indeed made you afraid, 
where really no fear was. 

I. As to the firſt part of the: 
Objettion, which concerns Com-- 
muaicating in a mix*'d Congrega-* 
tion, an Aſſembly made up of 
good and bad ; the plain Engliſh: 
of it is no more than this. - You 
have no mind to receive the Sa- 
crament in the Company of thoſe, . 
G 3 _ whom! 


this holy Table, to: lay aſide all | 
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whom you think not to be {6 
good and holy as your ſelves. To 
cure which tumour, I ſhall ofter 
theſe Conſiderations. 

1. Whether there be any So- 
ciety tn this World without ſuch 
a mixture? z.e. Whether there 


be any ſuch Aſſembly of men, in 
. which there are not ſome good, 


and ſome bad ? 
2. Whether for any one to en- 


tertain ſuch high thoughts of 


himſelf, and ſuch low ones of ©- 
thers, do not favour too much of 
Phariſaical Pride and Inſolence ? 
and whether that be not as great 
a ſin as any other ? 

3- Whether ſuch a temper of 
mind doth not beſpeak a man as 


unfit , if not more, than thoſe 


whom he judgeth to be ſo un- 
worthy ? 

4. Whether it be not the duty 
of all, who addreſs themſelves to- 


proud. 
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proud and over-weening thoughts 
of themſelves; all low and mean 
thoughts of others, and with-low- 
ly and humble minds to approach 
thereunto ? | Feb 

s. Whether this lowly and 
humble temper of mind doth not. 
principally 'confift in a deepTenſe 
of our own fin and unworthineſs ; 
in a due apprehenſion: of God's 


greatneſs in himſelf,and his good- 


neſs towards us, notwithſtanding 
our - unworthineſs? - Ard if: 'fo, 
Whether there-can be any room 
left. in fuch an/one for low and 

mean thoughts of others? _ 
6. If thoſe, who thus objeR, 

will: deal truly and juſtly -by 
themſelves and others, I appeal 
to their own'Conſciences, Whe- 
ther they do , or can' know ſo 
much unworthineſs in any other 
man,as they-may and muſt know 

in themſelves? : And' if {0; then 
have they no more cauſe to fcru- 
G 4 ple. 
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ple the Company of others, than 
others have to ſcruple theirs. 

7. Whether the fame reaſon 
will not bold in civil Convyerſa- 
tion, as well as ſacred Commu- 
mon ? And if fo, then muſt they 
not .converſe,with any one,'. who 
either 1s, or. whom they think to 
be in a lower form: of godlineſs 
than themſelves. They muſt r6- 
tire and livealone, they muſt turn 
Hermits , and -forſake.. the: Con- 
verfation 'of the World; becauſe 
there is. no Saciety- of :men; $0'be 
found 1n 1t;, -1a which: there-are 
not bad as well as good, : - Ul 

8. Whether it be not a piece of 
great impertinence: ( to ſay no 
worle ) for-any one to concern 
himſelf with the worthineſs or _ 
unworthuneſs of another ? Eſpe- *' 
cially conſidering that. plain and 
excellent rule, which-.St. Pas/ 
hath preſcribed, in-this Caſe, ' Ler 
4 an, examine himſelf (not ano- 


ther): . 
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ther) and ſo let him eat of this 
bread, and drink of this (up, 1 Cor.- 
1:1; 20:-: | 
Theſe things: well conſidered 
may ſuffice, I hope, to; anſwer 
the firſt part of this objeQtion,and: 
remove that {cruple of receiving: 
the Sacrament.in a mix d.Congre> 
gation. But” Pie oy 
2. There 1s a greater danger” 
yet, they are afraid leſt hereby 
they ſhould be-made partakers of. 
other mens fins. 5 Ht orion 
This (if there were any thing; 
in it) would. be a dangerous. 
thing indeed. For, he. that is a. 
partaker of other mens ſins, ſhall 
certainly participate with them 
in the puniſhment. due: to 'thoſe: 
ſins. But I do not queſtion but: 
to demonſtrate to-you; that even: 
this alſo 1s a cauſeleſs fear. For, 
there are but theſe five ways (that: 
E know of) ' whereby. one' man: 
may, be ſaid to partake of-another | 
Go mM 
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man's ſins.. 1.. By counſelling or. 
contriving an evilaCtion. Or, 2.. 


— 


By. conſenting to the counſel and: 


gontrivance. of -others. in an evil: 


thing. Or, 3. By abetting and. 
encouraging men 1n evil doing; 
Or, 4. By conniving at the wick- 


edneſs of men,. when it is 1n our 
power to prevent it. Or, 5. By 


Joining and co-operating. with 


them 1n their evil doing. 


Thus. and only thus. may one: 
man become a-partaker with ano-. 


ther in his: ſins.. And how far: 
theſe rules are applicable to: our: 
Caſe, LIappeal'to your own Con- 
Icience ; Bur. before. you. give: 
your Verdict, let me adviſe you. 
tO take theſe confiderations along, 


with you. 


4 
. 


_ r.. That: the: aftion: you are 
now. required. to.j0in in; 1s fo far: 


k 


from beingeevil ,. that: it-is-good: 
and” very good; being a-duty in-- 
<cunbent upon you and all Chri- 


{tians; 


4 
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 ſtians by vertye of a Divine Com- 


Ng or 
2, \Mmand. 5.9 TS: 
| and; 2. That it is one thing to join 


| evil. With others -in a known duty,and: 
-and another thing to join with them: 
010g; in a known. fin. . Theſe are caſes 
vick.  Jfodifferent,. that to think of .con- 
| our: founding theſe . together , were 
. By not only to put a force upon- our: 
with, own , but to offer an. affront to 

the reaſon of all Mankind. We 
- One. may as well attempt to bring the 
ano. two Poles together, or to make 
+ far Righteouſneſs and Unrighteouf- 
) our. Pels, Chriſt and Belzzl, Faith and: 4 
Polk. Infidelity , or the:molt contrary. 


give EXtLreams, and.moſt palpable COnR-- 

you tradictions to agree 1n' 008, as 
loog, make theſe to confpire: toge- 
Ee WE | Fri he 
ant + That in the performance of 

) fax A common duty, every man 1s to, 

200d: be accountable for himſelf, no.one- 

7 in- for another. That Jewiſh Proverb * 


WM 1s now out. of Doors.. The Fathers 
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have. eaten ſawre-grapes, and the chil- | 
avens teeth are ſet on edge, Ezek.18... 
2. For; the foul that ſinneth ſhall": 


die ; the. Son-fball not bear the. ini- 


41 's of the Father, neither ſhall the | 
_#ather. bear. the iniquity of the Son, * 


tbe. righteouſneſs of the righteous . 
ſhalt be, upore him, and the wicked- | 


refs of the wicked ſhall be upon. hims- | 
ſelf; v. 20. - 
_ 4+ -That:a:good man doing his. 

duty.: well; will. be. never the. 
worſe: for the Company of one 
at. doth it. ill; nor will he that 


doth. it-1ll.be. ever the better for 


the:Company of him that doth it: 
well- Tadas was never the better: 
for,communicating with the Di. 
{ciples;: nor.they. ever: the worſe 


for communicating with him. 


5:. That unleſs a: man do, . by. 


{ome one or other of the ways be- 


fore-mentioned ;.. join: with ano+ 


ther, in doing, evil; there;:is no 


fear; of his being. partaker. with - | 
lum, 
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him, | either in. his fin or pumiſh+ 
ment. - | 


ſball'' All which conſidered, may, I 
ink. | hope , be ſufficient to diſcharge 
[ the | your mind of this fear, and guard 
Son. * you againſt ſuch impreſſions for 
teous .| the future. - By this time, I ſup- 
ched-- | pole, you are enſible how much 
hints | you have been. impoſed-upon,'and 
of that without any juſt cauſe you 
7 bais -| have. been: withheld from the per- 
the.| formance of a known and neceſ- 
one | fry duty. Fpray God to forgive 
that | them who have thus miſled you, 
for | and dire& you better-for the time 
:h it | to come: 
tter: |  Pariſhioner.. Sir, E am.very ſen- 
Di.. | ſible now how great an errour T 
orle | have laboured under; I bleſs God, 
— and thank you for, it. I beg your 
. by. Prayers,. and ſhall not fail to join 
be- my: own, that it may pleaſe God 
09% to pardon both me and them who 
89 have led me 1nto.it. Iam ſo well 
ith: - fatished., that I hope I ſhall. not 


hereafter: 


0 , 
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hereafter omit any opportunity 
of doing what I am commanded. 
Sir, I have given you a very great 
trouble, though you are pleaſed 
not to think it ſo ; You have ta- 
ken a great dealof: pains, and to- 

ood purpoſe, for I am very well 
atisfied, that all my.ſcruples have 
been idle and. ungrounded Cavils, 
and that I had no juſt cauſe to ſe- 
parate my ſelf from the Commu- 
nion of the Church, as I have hi- 
therto:done. But, Sir, may 1 pre- 
fume to give you a little more 
trouble ; You have removed my 
{cruples, and now I defire to be 


admitted into Communion with 


the:Church, and am reſolved (by 
the bleſſing of God) to walk or- 
derly and peaceably therein. If 
therefore you will pleaſe to fur- 


-niſh me with ſome ſhort rules, 
which may dire& me in my pre- 


paration for this: holy Ordinance, 
and. inſtruct me: how to behave: 
4 


"Paſtor and Pariſhioner.. , 35 


: my ſelf both then and afterwards; 


you will greatly oblige me, and F 
{ball make it my. buſineſs.to ob- 
{xve them. . 

Paſtor. I ſhall very readily and 
willingly comply with your de- 
fire, and think it no: trouble at: 
all. I am ſo far from thinking it: 
ſo, that. I look upon it as my du- 
ty, and am mighty well pleaſed: 
when I meet with an opportunz- 
ty of doing it : ſo well, that I 
could heartily wiſh, that thoſe: - 
whom God hath committed' to: 
my charge, would often give me. 
this occaſion. And to ſatisfy you. 
that theſe are my real thoughts, I 
ſhall now apply my ſelf to anſwer: 
your deſire, by giving you the 
beſt rules and direMons: that T 
can 1n this Caſe. And to render 
them the:more effeQual, I {hall 
obſerve the method propounded. 
by. your ſelf , and endeavour: to- 
ſhow you,, | 

2. What: 


fi 
" 


iy 
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who come. tothe Lord's Sup- 
per'? 

2. How they ought to demean 
and behave themſelves when 
there? _ ; 

3. What will be expeQted from 
them afterwards? 


I. What 1s required of them 
wa come to the Lord's: Sup- 
er! | 
; Anſ. Our Church hath given'a 
ſhort but very full Anſwer to this 
Queſtion , which 1s this , They 
| are required to exa- 
OS - mine endlves! whe- 
ther they. truly repent- them. of 
their former ſins, ſtedfaſtly pur- 
poling to lead a new Life, have a 
lively Faith in God's mercy 
through'Chriſt, with a thankful 
remembrance of his Death, and 
be: in Charity. with all men.] 
Which Anſwer is founded upon 


that. 


'r. What is required of thoſe" 


Ce ad ia <4 i ROS - 
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ſe | that excellent Rule laid down by 
p- | St. Paul inthis Caſe. Let a man _. 
examine him{elf, and ſo ket him eat 
1n of this bread, and arink of this (up, 
: 1 Cor. 11. 28. | 
To examine ones ſelf, imports 
q2l a ſerious, diligent and impartial 
* -Tryal, in order to amendment 
: and reformation. A tranſitory 
n {' glance upon the ſeveral Occurren- 
= * ces of our hves, ora general ſur- 


vey of what we do or have done, 
"E. w1ll not; ferve the turn ; - but we 
; | andſcrutiny ito,our feveral aQti- 
. | ons, and the ſeveral circumſtan- 
—=_— ces, wherewith they have been 
” | -attended; We muſt conſider-irom 
what principle, and by what rule 
we have ated, and to what end 
our ations have tended.; and a 
ply theſe to thoſe ſeveral and re- 
ſpective duties we have been a- 
bout. For, without the due con- 
ſideration of theſe things, an ati= 
| On,, 
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on, though materially good, may | 
be formally evil. 
This 1s to examine, but whom 


are we to examine? Not others 


but our ſelves; Let a' man exa- 
mine himſelf, God Almighty ha- 
ving endued man with reaſon and 
conſideration , having made tum 


ſenſible of his duty , and appre- 


henſive of thoſe hopes and fears, 
that advantage and danger,which 
uſually attend the performance or 


 non-performance thereof; leaverh 


him to be his own Judge, and re- 
mits him to his own Examination. 
So that if men will flatter and de- 


ceive themſelves in that which is 
- their greateſt concern, they may 
blame themſelves, and: none but 


themſelves, if danger enſue there- 
upon. God would not have men 


either impertinently to meddle in 


the concerns of - others , or care- 
leſly to truſt others with what 
concerns themſelves; he would 
have 
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have every one do his own duty 
and take care of his own concern. 


It may reaſonably be ſuppoſed, 


that every man either 15, or at 
leaſt ought to be beſt known to 
bimſelf ; and that he will be moſt 
juſt to himſelf. And therefore 
God truſts man with himſelf, and 
St. Paul in this very caſc refers. 
man to himſelf, ſaying, Let 4 
man examine himſelf. But if after 
all this, Men will be unfaithful 
to themſelves, and deceive their 
own Souls, whom have they to 
blame but themſelves ? 

Thus have I ſhown you both 
the importance of the word, and 
the Subjects of the Duty ; what 


1t 1s to Examine, and who' they 


be, that are to: undergo that D1- 
icipline. There only remaineth to 
eon(ider the: end for which weare 
to examine our ſelves, and that is, 
Tnorder to-amendment and refor- 
mation. God would not have us 

| to- 


—  ————_— 
a HEE nn ——_ 
F Fo . 


———— 


140 A Dialogue between 


to, ravel into our by-paſt lives, on 
purpoſe to take pleaſure in our 
former ſins; or from our impu- 
nity, to take encouragement to 
go on {till in the like iniquities ; 
but he would have us to under- : 
ſtand wherein we have formerly 
tranſgreſſed our rule , and done 
amiſs ; to corre& and amend it | 
for the preſent , and to reſolve | 
upon. a more renewed courſe of | 
living for the future. 2 
This 1n the general is, or oughit' | 
to be the deſign of {elf-examinati- 
on ; but to be more particular, 
and bring it nearer to our preſent 
Caſe,lI ſhall endeavour to do thefe 
five things. | 
i, To ſhow you the reaſona- 
bleneſs of this advice, Ler a man, 
QC. | 
2. The neceſſity of the thing 
we. are adviled to, viz. Self-exa- 
mination, in grder to-a due par- 
ticipation of this holy. Feaſt.- - 
3.. What 
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| 3. What we are to examine 


our ſelves about. 


4. By what rules we are, to 


proceed in examining our ſelves. 


5. For what ,end we ought to 


examine our elves. 


1. The-reaſonableneſs of this 
advice, Let a man examine-him- 


ſelf. 


_ St. Pauls advice and counſel in 
this caſe will appear to be very 
reaſonable, if we conſider either 
the excellency of the Feaft we are 
invited to, or the unworthineſs 
of the perſons who are invited. 
It is no common and uſual en- 
tertainment, but a great and ex- 
traordinary Feaſt that we are in- 
vited to ; Nor 1s it only a bare 
Feaſt, but a ſolemn Feaſt upon a 
Sacrifice ; - and that 'Sacrifice no 
ether, than the offering up of the 
90n of God and our Saviour.(hriſt 
our Paſſeover is ſacrificed for us, 
| therefore 
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therefore tet us keep the Feaſt, faith 
St. Paul, 1 Cor. 5. 7. 
The Maſter of this Feaſt , or 


he who makes'this great enter- 


tainment for us, is none other 
fave only the holy Jeſus. It was 
he, who as a Prieſt offered him-. 
ſelf as a Sacrifice unto God the 
Father ; who hath inſtituted this 
holy Feaſt in memorial of his 
Death and» Paſſion ; and therein 
prepared for us not only common 
tood. for the refreſhment and ſu- 
ſftentation of our decaying Bo- 
dies; but ſuch as may ſuffice to 
nouriſh both our Bodies and Souls 
unto Eternal Life ; not only the 
food of Angels, but that which 
tar ſurpaſſeth thoſe Quails, and 
that Manna, wherewith the Iſrae- 


lites were ſo miraculoully fed. for 


forty Years together in 'the Wil- 


 derneſs. Thedainties which are 


now prepared, are not only Bread 
and Wine,but the Body and _ 
O | 
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of Chriſt , Jeſus , : the tendency 
whereof 1s not only to preſerve. 
life here, but to fit and prepare 
us for Eternal Life hereafter. .So 
that if we conſider. either the Ex- 
cellency of this Feaſt, the dignity 
of its Author, the greatneſs of his 
preparations, the goodneſs of the 
things prepared, the greatneſs of 
its ends, or thoſe glorious advan- 
tages which may thence accrew 
unto us ; have we not great rea- 
{on to proceed cautiouſly herein ? 
to take the advice which St. Paul 
giveth us, and' examine our ſelves, 
before we preſume to eat of this 
Bread, and drink of this Cup. 

But 1f we confider the unwor- 
thineſs of the perſons who are in- 

vited to this great Feaſt, it will 

render the advice yet more rea- 

ſonable. Who are they for whom 

the holy Jeſus prepares ſo great a 

Feaſt, and whom he invites to 
{0 noble an Entertainment? Men 
- they 
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they are, but fallen men; Mea in 
an eſtate of fin, in a depraved and- 
degenerate condition ; who, by 
their original pravity, have: loſt | 
their primitive purity ; and there- | 
by unfitted themſelves for Com- 
munion with ſo holy a God. 
Whole Parents have been attain- 
ted of High-Treaſon againſt Hea- *' 
ven , and have involved their. 
Children in the ſame guilt., Who | 
have not only been ſold under ſin, : 


but are become willing ſlaves |! 


thereunto ; who are. not only :' 


guilty by derivation, but more ' 


criminal by their own . aCtual | 
tranſgreſſions ; who are not only 
by nature the Children of wrath, 
but by their own perſonal crimes |: 
lzable to eternal ruine; who have 
not only {inned,but repeated their. 
{ins againit Heaven ; and by their 
iterared provocations have chal- 
lenged the utmoſt of divine fury : 
and indignation. Who have been | 
forward |} 
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forward enough to make Vows 
and Promiles of better Obedience 
unto God, and as ready upon all 
occaſions to break thoſe VYows,and 
violate thoſe Engagements. Who 
have been always willing to cloſe 
with opportunities of ſinning,but 
very unwilling to be reclaimed 
therefrom. Theſe are they who 


are invited to this holy Feaſt, but 


be not miſtaken, for, whilſt ſuch, 
they have no encouragement to 
come thereunto. And therefore 
St. Paul giveth us good counſel, 
when he ſaith, Let a man examine 
himſelf , and ſo tet him eat of this 
bread,and drink of this Cup. Which 
Examination, as I have already 
told you, muſt be in order to a- 
mendment and reformation. So 
that if we ſeriouſly conſider, ei- 
ther our original pravity, or our 
actual iniquities, our repeated ſins 
againſt God, our manifold breach- 
es of Vows and Promiſes made 
H unto 


= 
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unto him, or our great unwilling- | 
neſs to be reclaimed from our fin- | 


: vr 
* 
p 
5] 
—_ | 
= 
\ 


ful courſes; we muſt needs own : 


our ſelves to be very unworthy 
Gueſts at God's Table ; and if ſo, 
then we ſhall find great reaſon to 
be very cantzous 1n our approach- 


es thereunto , and to think this | 
advice very reaſonable , To exa- 
mine our ſelves before we eat of ' 


this Bread , and drink of this 


Cup. 


2.' The neceſſity. of the thing | 


we are adviſed unto, viz, Selt- 


Examination in order to a due 


participation of this holy Feaſt. 


The neceſſity of Self-Examina- 
tion 1n order to this end, will ap- 


pear to be very urgent, if not in- | 
diſpenſible, when we conſider, : 


That without a ſerious, diligent, 
and impartial tryal of our ſelves, 
we can never fully underſtand 


wherein we have done amils. 


And ſo long as we are prepoſſel- | 


led 


. 
Fd 
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ling- ſed with an opinion of being in- 
 ſin- © Nocent, we ſhall never endeavour 
own  t0 amend ; and if we do not that, 
rthy We can never expect to be well- 
ifſo, come Gueſts at Gods Table ; and 
\n to If we be not fit Gueſts there, we 
ach. cannot expett the advantages 
- this thereof. But if, notwithſtznding 
'exa- © Our unpreparednels, we will pre- 
at of ſume to come thercuato, then 
' this May we look to meet with that 

dreadful Sentence pronounced a- 
ching gainſt him who wanted the Wed- 
cel. ding Garment, which was, To be 
' due bound hand and foot, and to be caft 
aſt,  F7nto outer darkneſs, where is weep- 


ing and gnaſhing of teeth, Matth. 


—_— 22, 13. All which conſidered, 
5 may fully evince the neceſſity of 


nie | Self-Examination. ER 
Eg But though the advice which 
Foes Of Paul giveth us, bein it ſelf {0 
ya | reaſonable, and the thing he advi- 
\miſt, Jeth us to be fo neceſſary; yet 
T © Will not the want thereof, excuſe 
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our diſobedience to the command : 


of*Chriſt, or our non-attendance 


upon him at this holy Feaſt. It | 


will rather condemn us, becauſe 


we refuſe to gratify him in a bu- 


ſineſs, which is not only reaſona- 


ble in it ſelf, but neceſſary for us. 
To make an Apology for our not : 
communicating upon this ſcore, ' 
were to excule one fault, by com- 


mitting another. For, there can! 


no other reaſon be aſſigned of our; 
not doing our duty, but only our 


negligence and unwillingneſs. Let 
not any therefore hence forward 


nw en TR 
: k KY 


dare to ſay, they are not ready - 
when Chriſt calls them ; but ra-. 


ther let them before hand conſi- 


der what it is that is required of | 
them, and ſo prepare themſelves ' 


that they may be always ready. 


Let them make it their buſineſs 


to underſtand their duty and do 
it, to ſearch every corner of their 


hearts, and every circumſtance of ' 


their | 
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their lives , and amend what is 
amiſs ; that ſo they may be al- 
ways ready. And to afſiſt you 
herein, I ſhall now apply my ſelf 
to the next thing which I promi- 
ted to ſhow you, vz. 

3. What we are to examine 
our ſelves about ? 

There are two things which 
we ought: eſpecially to examine: 
our ſelves about ; viz. Our by= 

» paſt lives and converſations;-ane.....____ 
our preſent thoughts and reſolu- 
tions. As to the former of theſe, 
Let us confider under what obli- 
gations we ſtand unto: Almighty 
God to live: holily and righte- 
ouily, how far he hath obliged us 
by his mercies and goodnels, by 
his Promiſes and by his Provt- 
dence,by Mercies conducing both 
unto Lite and Godlineſs here, and 
to Eternal Life, and never-failing 

appineſs hereafter. How far we 
are engaged by our own Vows 

b.2 and: 
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and Promiſes, not only made,but 
frequently repeated in the pre- 
{ence of God and of his People, 
and by our conſtant and conti- 
nued profeſſion of Chriſtianity. 
Let us confider what rules he 
hath given us to live by, how e-: 
quitable they are in themſelves, 
how praQticable as to us, and. 
how eaſy and pleaſant he hath: 
thereby rendered our way to 


1Hexven and Happineſs. Let us. 


call to mind how far we have: 
violated thoſe obligations , and 
how often we have tranſgreffed : 
thofe rules; and feriouſly exa- 
mine what progrels we have 
made towards repentance and a= 
mendment. Thoſe who are ſo 
conſiderative , as to make theſe - 
reflections upon the time paſt, 
will fnd cauſe ſufficient to be 
troubled for what they have 
done, and to reform their way of 
Living; by which only means, 

they 
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they may in ſome meaſure capa- 
citate themſelves for this holy 
Feaſt. OS 
- -But it is not only our by-paſt 
Lives and Converſations, but our 
preſent thoughts and reſolutions, 
we are to examine our ſelves a- 
bout. We ought to confider what 
thoughts we have of the ways of 
God, and the ways of fin ; to- 
wards which the byaſs of our at- 
fetions doth moſt incline ; Whe- 
ther we can, not only be content, 
but with chearfulneſs abandon 
the ways of fin and wickednels, 
and with eagerneſs purſue the 
principles of holineſs and true 
righteouſneſs : Whether ' we be 
convinced in our Judgments of 
the unreaſonableneſs and folly of 
the one, and of the great reaſon- 
ableneſs and equity of the other ;. 
and whether theſe ſentiments, (Gf 
any ſuch be found in us) be as yet 
formed into reſolutions of better 
| 0 & obedl- 
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obedience for. the. future. Theſe 
are the things which we are to 
examine our ſelves about,-'and 
that we may the better do. it, 
Let us in the next place con- 
ſider, | 

4. By what rules we are to pro- 
ceed in this Self-Examination ? _ 

The rules by which we are to 
examine our ſelves are theſe two, 
viz, The word of God, and our 
own Conſciences. $i 

The one will ſhew us our duty, | 
and the other will either accuſe: - | 
or excuſe us as to the perfor- 
mance of 1t.Let us therefore care- 
fully ſtudy the Book of God, and 
make it our buſineſs to. be ac- 
quainted with his Will made 
known unto us therein. Let us 
keep a good correſpondence with 
our own Conſciences, neither {ti-. 
fling the genuine diQates thereof, 
nor ſuffering them. to be ground- 
leſly clamorous upon us ; Let. 
them 
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them not ſtrain at a Gnat, whilſt. 
they ſwallow a Camel; let them: 
not.ſtart and boggle at things in- 
different, whilſt they greedily. 
embrace things unlawful. A-good. 
underſtanding of the former will 
help to inform the latter ;. and 
theſe two thus qualified will be 
the beſt rules to examine our. 
ſelves by. Let us therefore make 
uſe of theſe rules, and for our 
further dire&ion, let us in the laſt 
place conſider, 

5, For what end.we ought to 
examine our ſelves? 

The ead of our Examination,. 
as I have already hinted to you in. 
the beginning of this. Diſcourle, 
ought to be amendment. and re. 
formation. In order whereunto. 
ſeveral things will be requiſite, as 

1. A ſerious Meditation of 
God's goodneſs and our own un- 
worthineſs. The former of theſe 
will ſhow us under what. obliga- 
Ms, tions 
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tions we are; and the latter may | 


| {ſerve to humble us under the: | 


{enſe of our miſcarriages ; and 
both theſe together may contri- | 
bure much to our amendment and. 
Reformation. The-kindneſs and 
love of God our Saviour toward 
us being duly confidered, cannot 
chuſe but conſtrain us to live 
more holily and righteouſly ; and 
the conſideration of our own un- 
worthy and difingenious dealing 
muſt needs make us aſhamed of 
what we have done, and willing 
to do better. Let us therefore 
often think of theſe things, and 
endeavour to awaken thoſe fenti- 
ments of duty and gratitude, ho- 
nour and honeſty , intereſt and 
advantage, to perſwade us to a | 
g00d improvement of this Medi- ' 


tation. 


2. Repentance for ſins paſt, 
Reformation of life at preſent, and 


4 firm reſolution of better obedi- 


ence 


Paſtor and Pariſhioner. 15 5 


ence for the future. In vain ſhall 
we examine our ſelves , if after 
we have found what is amiſS'in 
us, we do not repent of it; and 
to little purpoſe will that repen- 
tance be, if we do not reform and 
amend it ; and as little worth 
will that reformation be at pre- 
ſent; if we do not” reſolve, and 
perform our reſolutions too , by 
living more holily and righte- 
oully for the time to come. For 
this end therefore ought we to 
examine our ſelves. 
2. Prayer to God will atfo be 
highly neceſſary in this Caſe. No 
Chriitian Duty can be ſucceſsfully 
carried on without God's bleſſing} 
and the divine aſliſtance ; and 
God doth not ordinarily vouch- 
fafe that to any but thoſe who 
faithfully and fervently pray for! 
. If therefore we expeQ any 
good Iftue of our Self-Examina- 
tion, we muſt thereunto add: 
th Prayer. 
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Prayer. When we have thereby 
diſcovered our fins ,, we muſt 
pray unto God for the mortifica- 
tion and forgiveneſs of them. 
When we addreſs our ſelves to 
God's Table, we muſt pray unto 
him to. compoſe and ſertle our 
thoughts, and to bleſs and direct 
us in what we go about. And 
that our Prayers may be the more 
effectual, we muſt add our. hearty 
endeavours for the accompliſhing, 
of what we pray for. Without 
thus doing we cannot hope for 
any good effect of our Examina- 
tion. 

4. Watchfulneſs will. be- very: 
neceſſary. We muſt watch over 
our ſelves, over our thoughts, 0- 
ver our words, and over our aGi-- 
[| W8 ons, that nothing therein be dil- 
ALE pleaſing. unto God. We muſt 

| Wt watch againſt our Enemies, . the, 
(14 World, the Flzſh and the Devil, 
 /! > that they do not withdraw us, 
WE | from 


GO I ro OT PTE ST: 


' 
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from our duty, and perſwade us 
unto folly. Without this, our Exa- | 
mination will be.to little purpoſe,, 
and our reformation and amend- 
ment will go but ſlowly on.. 
5, Fear and reverence, or an. 
awful regard of that Deity, with. 
whom, and upon whom we are 
invited to feaſt, will alſo be very 
neceſſary. For, if the Examina- 
tion of our ſelves, and the conſi- 
deration of what we go about, do 
not. produce 1n- us reverential.ap- 
prehenſions of the divine pre- 
{ence ; if it do not make us.more. 
careful 1n what manner we make 
our approaches thereinto ; and 
how we behave our ſelves whilſt 
there ; if it do not create in us a. 
fear to diſpleaſe, or offend him, 
with whom we are to feaſt; if it 
do not. make us. very. cautious of 
provoking that Deity, whom we. 


- Pretend to worſhip and adore in 


this holy aRion-: It is an evident: 
fign, 
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ſign, that our pretended: Exami- 
nation hath no tendency towards 
amendment and reformation. 

6. Thankfulneſs for ſo great a 
mercy as is now offered us, will 
alſo be highly neceſſary. Can we 
conſider what God our Saviour 
hath done and ſuffered for us, and 
what advantages he doth daily 
offer to us, without being deeply 
ſenſible, and truly thanktut 2 If 
we can, it will bea ſad ſymptom 
of the deplorablenefs of our pre- 
ſent eſtate and condition, and give 
but little hopes of our amend- 
ment and reformation. 

7. Faith and confidence in God: 
through Jeſus Chriſt , that our 
endeavours herein will be ſucceſs- 
ful. This alſo will be highly ne- 
ceſlary. For, doubting - 7 Br 


all the comfort, which we might 
reaſonably hope for, from the per- 
formance of our duties ; and takes 
off the chearfulneſs with which 


Wwe 
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we ought to proſecute our endea- 
vours. Let us therefore lay aſide . 
this, and draw near unto God 
with full aſſurance” of Faith. Let 
us believe that he not only is, but 
that he is a Rewarder of all thoſe 
that faithfully ſeek him. Having 
duly performed thoſe duties that 
are required on our parts, let us 
not doubt , but beheve, that he 
will accept of our {o doing, and 
bleſs us therein. - 

Thus have I endeavoured to. 
make good the firſt part of my 
Promite, by ſhewing you, what 
1s required of all thole who come: 
to the Lord's Supper, viz. Self- 
Examination; as alſo by ſhewing 
you the reaſonableneſs and necet- 
ſity of our ſo doing ; what we are 
to examine our {elves about, by 
what rules we are to proceed, and 
for what end we ought to: exa-, 
mine our ſelves. And whoſoever 
he be that doth ſeriouſly ſet _— 
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felf to the performance of this 
duty, and in ſo doing doth care- 
fully obſerve theſe rules.,, may 
with confidence approach , and 


reaſonably hope to be a wellcom 


Gueſt at God's Table. 

Pariſhioner. Sir, You have very 
well acquitted: your ſelf in this 
firſt part of your Promiſe ; I am 
mightily pleaſed , and wonder- 
fully well ſatisfied with thoſe di- 
rections which you have given. 
me, and am reſolved, by God's 
blefſing, with care and Conſci- 
ence. to obſerve them: I know, I 
cannot do it ſo well-as. I ſhould, 
but I will do it as- well as I can ; 
and I hope God will accept my. 
willing mind, and pardon my 
weakneſſes and infirmities. 

But, Sir, You did alſo promiſe 
to direct me how to demean and 
behave my ſelf when I am at this 
holy Feaſt, ſo that I may not diſ- 
pkaſe and oftend my bleſſed Savi- 


our,. 
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our, who hath been, and {till is 
ſo kind to me. | 
Paſtor. It is very true , I did 
promiſe you that allo, and I hope, 
I ſhall not fail you therein, be- 
cauſe I intend to take two uner- 


- ring Guides along with me, v7. 


The bleſſed Jeſus , and his holy 

Apoſtle St. Pau!; The former of 
6 ich, nof only commandeth us 
to do this,but to do it in remem- 
brance of him, Lwk. 22. 19. and 
the latter tells us, that in the do- 
ing of it, there ought to be a 
Diſcerning of the Lord's Body, 1 
Cor. 11. 29. 

1. When we come to- this holy 
Feaſt, we ought to call to mind 
all that the bleſſed Jeſus hath done 
and ſuffered for us. He who com- 
mandeth us to do this, command- 
eth alſo to do it in remembrance of 
him. 

This holy Feaſt was never in- 


tended by the bleſſed Author and 
Inſtituter 


mm 
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Inſtituter of it,to be an Expiatory 
or propitiatory Sacrifice ; NOF As 
the Papiſts call it, an unbloody of- 
fering for the fins both of the quick 
and dead; nor for a fcenical and 
hiſtrionical repreſentation of the 
Death of Chriſt. But it was de- 
ſigned to be an Euchariſtical Sa- 
crifice, or a Sacramental action, 
whereby Chriſtians are to com- 
memorate that bloody Sacrifice, 
which Jeſus Chrift offered upon 
the Croſs for the ſins of Mankind. 
And therefore 'St. Paul, reciting 
the words of Inſtitution, apply- 
eth them to this holy a&ion, ſay- 


ing, This do ye in remembrance of 


ze, 1 Cor. 11. 24, 25. And that 
he might be the better under- 
ſtood, he explaineth himſelf in 
the following words, ſaying, As 
often as ye eat this bread, and drink 


this Cup , ye ſhew forth, (or ſhew 


pe forth) the Lord's death , till he 
Comme, V. 20. __ 
| Now 
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Now the word x9Tay ear | 
which is here uſed, and rendered 
to ſhew forth, doth not ſignify 
to expreſs one thing by the like- 
neſs of another, nor to repreſent - 
it by hiftrionical geſtures, but to 
preach and declare the thing as it 
15, 4.e. by celebrating this holy 
Feaſt, 'to keep up the memorial 
thereof, and thereby declare,what 
a deep ſenſe we have of all that 
our bleffed Saviour hath done and 
od oC ohoniod 

Whence by the way, I may 
note unto you the vanity of that 
Popiſh Figment of Tranſbſtantie 
tion, For, if the blefſed Jeſus had 
deſigned to have been always re- 
ally and bodily preſent with his 
people in this holy Feaſt ; this 
command of his would have been 
very inſigntficant ; for, Remem- 
brance doth not refpe& things 
future, or things preſent , but 


things paſt. 
0. 
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But to return to our buſineſs, 
To do this in remembrance of 
him, and in ſo doing, To ſhew 
forth the Lord's Death , ſeem to 
be expreſſions exegetical or expla- 
natory of one another. And there- 
fore it may not. be amiſs to en- 
| quire into the ſenſe and meaning 
1M of both, that we may the better 
4. underſtand how to behave our 
ſelves at this holy Feaſt. To that 
purpoſe I ſhall take them in or- 
der, and ſhow you, | 
1% I. What it 1s, To do this in 
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Ih 11 4:0 remembrance of him ? 
Ah 1 2. What it is, To. ſhew forth 
JN the Lord's Death ? 
if [i 'F | : Oe... $. © 
11.0 Wa I.. What it 15, To do this. in 
[10/0 remembrance of him ? 


. Anf. An idle and unconcerned 


Wh 1. remembrance of the ſufferings 
kk and deathof Chriſt 3 ſuch as men 
lk ſometimes have, when. they call 


to. mind things paſt which are of 


NO, 


| 
| 
| 
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no great concern to them, 1s not 
the thing here intended : No, it 
muſt be an. effetual remem- 
brance ; z..e. Such an one as may 
ſtir up our minds to apprehend 
and apply Chriſt with all his be- 
nefits to our ſelves; ſo to re- 
member the Sacrifice and Death 
of Chriſt, that we may thence 
reap pron." oy, Peace of Con- 
{cience, increaſe of Faith and Cha- 
rity,and an aſſured hope of future 
life and felicity on that account : 
So to remember the love that he 
hath ſhown unto us therein, as to 
be always thankful to him for it. 
But to be more particular, 

i. When we come to God's 
Table, and there ſee the two Ele- 
ments of Bread and Wine, ready 
prepared to. be delivered to, and 
received by us ; we ought to call 
to mind that Jeſus Chriſt is a per- 
tect Saviour, and that his Body 
and Blood, which are repreſen- 


ted 
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ted thereby, are the true Bread 
and Water of Life to all that be- 
lievein him, and worthily receive 
that holy Sacrament. 

2. When we lee the Bread and 


| Wine ſet a-part by the Maaiſter, 


and by him Conlfecrated to that 
holy purpoſe, - by repeating the 
Promiſes and Prayers made for 
that end ; we ought to remem- 
ber that Jeſus Chriſt was alſo or- 
dained of God, appointed and {et 
a-part by him to be our Media- 
tor and Redeemer : to make in- 
terceſſion for us at the Throne 
of Grace, and redeem us from all 
our fins. 

3. When we ſee the Bread bro- 
ken, and the Wine poured out, it 
ſhould put us in mind how the 
Body of Chriſt was broken, and 
his Blood ſhed for us, how he 
was Crucified and {lain, and all 
this for our ſins; and that if he 
had not thus once died for us, we 


muſt. 
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muſt have died ever, :.ce. we muſt 
have undergone an ever, yet ne- 
ver dying Death. 

4. The Sacramental aCtions of 
giving and receiving the Ele- 
ments,, ſhould put us in mind, 
That God doth truly and really 
give Chriſt, with all his merits, 
and all the efficacy of them , to 
every worthy Receiver 1n this Sa- 
crament. 

5. The conſideration of theſe 
two laſt Meditations ſhould put 
us upon renewing our Faith and 
Repentance. For, 

I. When we remember that 
his Body was broken and his 
Blood ſhed for us, it ſhould ſtir 
UP 1n us a godly ſorrow, and un- 
teigned repentance for our fins, 
which have been the cauſes of fo 
great ſufferings to our bleſſed Sa- 
viour. 2, When the Miniſter 
giveth the Bread and Wine, and 
we receive them ; we ſhould 8 

tne 
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the ſame time lift up our hearts 
to Heaven 1n a deep aſe of God's 
goodneſs, and our own unwor- 
thineſs, and endeavour to appre- 
hend and apply Chriſt with all 


his benefits to our ſelves ; belie- 


ving that he was made man for 
us, and that he ſuffered and died, 
not for the remiſſion of ſins in 
general , but of our fins 1n parti- 
cular. b 

6. The conſideration of the 
dying Love of the blefſed Jeſus, 
repreſented to us in this holy Sa- 
crament, ought to pur us in mind 
how neceſſary a charitable frame 
and temper of mind 1s this Feaſt. 
If Chriſt have ſo loved us, then 
certainly we ought to love him ; 
and if we would do this well, let 
let us take his own dire&ions, 
who ſaith, If ye love me, keep my 
Commandments, John 14.15. And 
if God ſo loved us, we ought alſo to 
love one another , 1 John 4. 11. 
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Love to thei Brethren 1s not only 
our duty, but our greateſt inte- 
reſt, For, : thereby know we that we 


| have. paſſed: from death ro life, be 


cauſe we love the brethren, 1 John 
3-14. The remembrance there- 
fore of the. dying love: of the bleſ- 
ſed; Jeſus, ought 'to.ſtir up 1n us 
at this time, a love to God, and 
to the Brethren. : © - © 

7. The. confideration of the 
whole ſhould create1n us an hum- 
ble and thankful: frame and tem- 
per of mind.” It ſhould put us up- 
on offering the Sacrifice of Praiſe 
and Thankſgiving unto God, not 
only in word, but in every ation 
of our life, -for Chriſt and all his 
benefits ; and to.teſtify the reality 
of that gratitude , by- renewed 
acts of Faith , Repentance and 
Obedience. all our. days. Thus 
ought. we: to :receive this Sacra- 
ment/4n remembrance of Chriſt., 


2. What it: is to ſhew- forth 
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| 

| __—_ 

| the Lord's Death till he come ? | 
W Arsſ. An Hiſtorical Narrative | 
Ll .of the Sufferings and Death of: 

| 


W | [ Jeſus Chriſt; to be able to tell. 
I'll that he died at Jeraſalerw, in the! 
Eighteenth Year of Tiberias the! 
Emperour ; Pontius Pilate being 
the Roman Deputy in Fades, and. 
iff Joſephus Caiphas the High Prieft| 
that ſame year ; This 1s not to| 
| | 4, JF ſhew forth the Lord's Death in! 
| | F008 the Apoſtles ſenſe. But ſuch a ſe 
1608 rious Meditation thereof as may| 
| 4 inhanſe our hatred of in, our love! 
[11 18 0 God, and our thankfulneſs w! 
[1/408 Jeſus Chriſt ; if it be conſtant and! 

| 


ſenſe of our Saviour's Sufferings, 


things prepared for us ; when we 
conſider, that Chriſt our Paſgover 
was ſacrificed for us, and that we 


continued , will beſt dechre ow! 


and ſhew forth.his Death till he! 


108 x. When therefore we are at} 
Wh God's Table, and there ſee all: 
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are now jnyited to-a Feaft upon 
that Sacrifice : We cannot but re- 
fe upon the juſt anger and 1n- 
digoation of God againſt fin. We 


- cannot but oblerye, that ſuch was 


the ſeverity of Divine Juſtice, and 
the heinouſnels of fin, that no re- 
conciliation could be made þe- 
tween God and Sinners, till the 
puniſhmentdue toſin was ſuffered. 
So highly was God incenſed, {0 
great was his wrath juſtly concet- 
ved againſt fin ; that he was not 
to be pacified by any thing, - but 
enly the deprecation, and Death 
of his own Son. Theſe ought 
to be our thoughts, eſpecially-at 
this time ; and if thus we em- 
ploy our ſelves when we are at 
this holy Feaſt, and in purſuance 
of theſe thoughts do for the time 
to come loath and abhor, hate 
and ayoid all-manner of fin; then 
and thereby ſball we truly ſhew 
torth the LordsDeath till he come. 

I 2 2. When 
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2. When we are at God's Ta-; 
ble , and there ſee the dainties! 
provided for us; that there 1s-not 
only . food for our bodies, but for! 
our Souls alſo ; not only: ſuch as: 
may -ſ{uſtain -our frail Bodies, or 
ſupport and maintain 'the umon 
between our Souls and Bodies 
here; but ſuch as will nouriſh 
us-Up in grace here,' and fit us for 
Glory hereafter. When we con-| 
ſider, that ſuch: was the love of! 
God to'Mankind,; that he gave his 
only begotten ſon, that whoſoever 
believed on him ſhould not periſp,. 
but have everlaſting life, John 3. 
16. have'we not the preateſt-Spe- 
cimen of .God's merry: and good 
neſs towards us, that we cant de 
ſire? and is not this love writ 1t 
Chara®ters ſo legible in this holy? 
Sacrament, 'that- he that runneth 
may read them ?- and if: ſo; what 
cauſe. have-we: with grateful ac-, 
knowledgments' to- own hf 
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clare the goodneſs and mercy: of 
God, to praiſe. and thank him for 
it, to love him again, and. to te- 
ſtify that our love, by keeping 
his Commandments. Which ut 
we do, and perſevere in ſo doing, 
then. ſhall. we truly declare and 
ſhew forth. the Lord's Death ill 
he come.. Fs 

2. When we are at God's 'Ta- 
ble, and there, under thoſe ſym- 
bolical Elements - of: Bread: and 
Wine, can clearly diſcover the 
Body and Blood of Chriſt really, 
though not corporally offered to 
us; how lively 1s the dying love 
of our bleſſed Saviour therein re- 
preſented to us? May we not 
therein plainly read thoſe dread- 
tul pangs , thoſe dying groans, 
and thoſe unſpeakable ſufferings, 
which the bleſſed Jeſus did wil- 
ungly undergo fot our fakes ? 
and ought we not with! all poſſi- 
ble expreſſions of love and grati- 
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tude to commemorate. this his 
kindneſs ? 'This:,is all (z. e. this 


with the dependencies thereupon) 
that he requireth of us, for all 
that he hath done and ſuffered fot 
us, Viz. to celebrate this Feaſt in 
remembrance.of him, which if we 
rightly do, and continue-ſo doing, 
then dowe truly declare, or fhew 
fotth the Lord*sDeath tillhe.come. 
For, this Meditation cannot fail 
of filling our hearts with grate- 
ful fentiments of our - Saviours 
Love; and thoſe ſentiments will 
certainly imploy our tongues in 
thankful acknowledgments, and 
engage our whole lives-in dutiful 
returns unto him-for it. 


— Thus have I ſhown you in the 
firſt place how you ought to de- , 


mean and behave your ſelf, when 
you are at God's Table; vzz. you 
ought to.do- this in remembrance 


of Jeſus Chrift.. But: there is 
one thing, more. yet. required of | 
you, V7z.. _ 
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2. In the doing of this, there 
t to: be a. Difcerning of the 
Lord's Body. | 
This expreſſion' hath been 
mightily. ſtrain'd: by fome, who 
bave racked their inventions to- 
find out ſuch notions of it; 'as, I 
am apt to believe, were never 11- 
tended by St. Paul ; but I ſhall 
not.now either trouble my felf or 
you- with the Examination of 
them; My deſign is only to in- 
firuQt you plainly , and make 
things as intelligible to you as T - 
can. In order whereunto, all that 
L fhall do at prefent, ſhall be on-- 
ly to acquaint you with the full: 
importance of the word Diſcerz-- 
ing, and by that means to ſhow 
you the true and genuine ſenſe of. 
the Apoſtle in thisexpreſion. 
The word (Aiauvgiwy} here u-- 
ſed and rendred Diſcerning, im-. 
ports. only a difſcretional a&,. 
whereby. we do exempt.ſogie one: 
L 4 thing 
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thing from the common order of | 


t 


others, and ſet.a. more honoura- 


ble value and eſteem upon it. This | 


{ſenſe of the word is warranted 
by the uſage of 1t in other places: 
St. Jude, v. 22. adviſeth us to 


have compaſſion of ſome, - making . 


a difference, (Staxervaphar) 2. e. 
between ſuch Sinners as are treat- 
able, and willing to be inſtruQted, 
and ſuch as are intraQtable, ob- 
{tinate and diſobedient. And St. 
Paul putteth the queſtion, laying, 
1 Cor. 4.7. Who hath made thee 
zo differ ? (ms Naxeive ;) i.e. who 
hath ſeparated thee from the reft 
of Mankind , and placed thee in 
an higher Form than them? from 
both which places, the 1mpor- 
tance of the word 1s very plain, 
that it implies only a diſcretional 
act, whereby one thing is diſtin- 
guithed from another, and more 
honour and reſpect paid thereun-: 
to, than to the other. | : 

Q 
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'To diſcern the, Lord's: Body 
therefore (in St. Pauls ſenſe): is, 
to look upon the ſacred Elements 
of Bread and Wane 1n this holy 
Feaſt, as the moft precious ſym- 
bols of the Body and' Blood:: of 
Chriſt, to put a difference: be- 
tween them, and all other com- 
mon meats and drinks ,- to, uſe 
them: with a reigious reverence, 
and not to approach-this holy; Tas 
ble without - a. lively; Faith;-in 
Chrtft Jeſus, a- ſerious and yn+ 
feigned repentanceot all our fins, 
a ttedfaſt purpoſe of leading a 
new life ; and 'being 'in Charity 
with all men. -- 0tt6-51-3 we 

. This I take to bz St.' Puts 
meaning in this expretion,. and 
if you thusgdiſcern the Lord's Bo- 
dy, you will certainly find" 'the 
bleſſed effett of it, 1n tie ſpiritual 
nouriſhment of your Soul : unto 
Eternal Life. he I ST os 

And thus have I performed the 
I 5 fecond.: 


. 
f. 
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ſþeond part: of my Promiſe to: | 
you; by ſhowing you, . how you | 
ought-to demean and behave your: | 
lt. at. God®s Table.. | 
- -Pariſbjoxer, Sir, You: have ins+ | 
finitely. obliged: me. by the pains. | 
04; have taken -to. furniſh me: | 
with ſuch good rules-.and direQi-. 
ons, I-pray God to give me grace. | 
to. obſerve and: follow them. 1I.: | 
ſhall! (God willing). do my. en-- | 
deavour,. and:I. beg your, Prayers. | 
for; my affiſtance.. But there is. | 
one-thing more yet; which. you: 
were. pleaſed to promiſe me, v2z.. | 
ſome Direftions- how to behave: 
my ſelf after-I have received this. | 
holy. Sacrament; And' theſe allo: 
I: would; willingly. take along: 
with me:when I go from lience.. 
Paſtor... T' confeſs, I: am your: 
Debter-by Promiſe as-to this alfo, 
and ſhalt endeavour to. diſcharge: 
my. ſelf: of: that: Debt, by giving; | 
you ſome. ſhort_and: plain row 
OW; 


how to carry your ſelf after-- - 
wards. | 
x. When you go away from: 
this: holy Sacrament , you ought 
to carry, along with you a deep 
fenſe of thoſe great obligations. 
which God: Almighty hath laid 
upon you- therein. You ought to: 
retire not: only into your Cloſet,. 
or: ſome private place, . but into. 
your ſelf; and there meditate of 
the great mercy and: goodneſs of: 
God: the Father ,. ins ſending his. 
Son to be your Mediator and Re-- 
deemer; and of the great conde-- 
ſcenſion; . and. infinite kindneſs of 
God the Son, 1n taking upon him; 
your-nature, and {ubmitting him- 
{elf to:Death , even the Death of. 
the. Croſs for your ſins.. You: 
ought often to-think of that great: 
honour you have received; inbe- 
ing: admitted: not. only, to» fealt: 
with God and Chritt; but: to feaſt: 
upon Chriſt, the true. Chriſtian) 
- Sacrifice. . 
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o 
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Sacrifice. In a word, you: ought 
by ſerious thoughts and medita- 
tions of what you have been a- 
bour,to imprint upon your minds 
a due-ſenſe of God's goodneſs, and 
thereby take a proſpe&t of all that 
happineſs , which you either. do 
enjoy, or may obtain , by com- 
plying with, and being obedient 
to th: command of the bleſſed Je- 
ſus in this particular. 


2. Having thus1mprinted theſe. 


things upon your mind,.you muſt 
endeavour thereby to work it 1n-- 
to an humble and grateful frame.. 
When you. refle&t:upon:your for-. 
mer fins and. preſent unworthi-. 


neſs, you will find caufe ſufficient; } 


to be humbled-tor . them:; and: 


when you conſider*God's great=- 


nefs in himſelf, and: his goodneſs: 
towards you, you wilt find:good. 


reaſon to: be thankful- for the fa-- 
vours you have, and daily do re-: 
ceive from hun. Let it ke your 


Care: 
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care- thetefore always to cheriſh 


due ſentiments of divine goodnels - 


in your mind, that ſo you may 
be ready upon- all. occaſions to 
praiſe and glorify his great and 
holy name-fot'it. : Can. you re- 
member .how. kindly you: have 
been invited, how courteouſlly re- 
ceived , how -nobly and friendly. 
entertained by the bleſfed Jeſus, 
and yet be unthankful * Eeannot 
believe that "any one--who' pre- 
tends: to Chriſtianity ;. can ſo far 
forfeit his Religion - and* reaſon 
too, can be ſo much loſt to alt 
the: ſentiments of piety and hu- 
manity' at: once , as-to be guilty 
of. {0 groſs ingratitude. Unthank- 
fulneſs 1n- Divinity 1s an odious 
crime;;and Ingratitude in Mora- 
lity.is:no better. -. So much was /t 
ilboted oven by. the Heathens, 


that 1t-became a Proverb-among, 


$hem; Call a'man-ingrateful, and 
you have {aid the worſt you can 


of 


FP 
ry 
* x 
W -- 
" PETS 
. = . A bs. 
A "_ - "1 . - et 
CR > ba 
: _ 7 ergy 7 


182 4 'Diagu between 


of. him.. Be not. you therefore 
guilty of that againſt God, which 
the Heathen logked' upon as ſo 
great a reproach among. them- 
felyves ; Conſider that heavy 
charge which God draws up a- 


gainſt 1/rae{; Ifa. 1. 2, 3. Hear, 
O Heavens, xx hearken, O Earth, 


{aith the Lora, for, I have nouriſh- 


el and bronght up — hildren , but 
oh have rehelled againſt me. "The 
Ox knoweth his owner, and the Aſs 


his Maſter's Crib; but Iſrael doth 


wot" know: me , my people doth not 
conſider: Let the conſideration of 


God's fo deep reſentment. of this. 
erime in. his own. people, teach: 


you and me-to beware ofiit. Let 


us recolleEt our ſelves:,. and call: 


to mind all thoſe. incomparable 
_ favours and benefits which God: 
| from time to time hath beſtowed: 
Þpon.us., and the: advantages of: 
this holy Feaft:1n particular ; that 
ſ.our minds may. be always gra 

Y: 
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dy to make grateful acknowledg-- 
ments thereof. 


2.. When. by. theſe or the like: | 


Meditations, you- have wrought- 
your mind. into ſuch an humble: 


and thankful. frame; Your next. 


work. wilE be ,. to. evidence the 


truth and-reality of that temper,. 


by aQions ſutable thereunto. We 


do not expert to-find grapes on thorns,,. 


nor-figs-on-thiſtles; ' For, as: a. good 
tree caundt:bring forth evil fruit, 
ſo neither can a: corrupt tree. bring: 


forth: good: fruit,. ſaith our: bleſſed: 


Saviour:, Matth. 7.. 16, 17, 18.- 
And thencehe concludeth,.There-- 
fore. by their. fruits ye ſhall know: 
them, V. 20.. 'Fhe beft evidence: 


therefore of: a: worthy: Commu-- 


nicant ,. 1s to be taken from his. 
way. of living afterwards. If he: 
make. C pe. A : of what he 
doth:,, if he make- it his great 


care and' buſineſs to live holily 
towards. God", and righteoull 
towards 


- &t 2A. 
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towards all men, it is a good 
ſign of the goodneſs of his con- 
dition ; But if, notwithſtanding 
the obligations which have been 
taid upon him at- this holy” Fealt, 
he return with the Dog to-his 
Vomit, and the Sow that was 
waſhed to his wallowing 1n the 
Mire ; if he ſtill-adhere to his 
old ſins, and take pleaſure 1n his 
former wackednels ,. it 15 an: evi- 
dence that he ſtill remaineth in 
the gall of bitterneſs, and that 
without a timely repentance and 
reformation, his portion will be 


 with' Hypocrites in Everlaſting 


Burnings. It is good counſel 
which St. Paul! giveth us; (ol. 
2. 6. As ye have received Chriſt 
Teſus the Lord, ſo walk ye-in him. 
Thereby intimating , that. our 
returns. ought to be- ſutable to 
favours: and benefits whieh we 
have received. The holy -and 
righteous God loveth ge” 
and. 
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and: righteouſneſs in his people 
and expeats it'from them. _ 
When by our Baptiſm we 
were at firſt admitted into Chri- 
{tianity , we. entered into Cove- 
nant:with God ; That we would 
renounce - the Devil and all his 
Works,: the Pomps and Vanities 
of this wicked World, and all 
the ſinful deſires of the fleſh; that 
we would believe all the Articles 
of the Chriſtian Faith : And that 
we would keep God's holy W1ll 
and .Cominandments ,. and.walk 
in the ſame all the days of 'our 
life. Now our continued profeſ- 
ſion of that Faith', into which 
we were baptized, i indeed a 
daily repetition of that Promiſe ; 
but as often as we receive this ho- 
ly Sacrament, and feaſt with 
God upon this holy Sacrifice, we 
ſolemnly renew ourCovenant, and 
do thereby engage our ſelves to 
perform the CMions c_ 
0 
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To ſum uwpall in a word there- 
fore , If you would know what 
is expected from - you, after you 
have been admitted a Gueft at 
God's Table ; It -is briefly this, 


You muſt make it your preat 


concern ,. with all care and Con- 
ſcience, to perform your Baptif- 


mal Vow and' Covenant in all 
the parts and branches thereof ; 


;. e. You muſt take care to-ſpe 


the remainder of your lives in 


righteoufly towards all men. 


And thus have I endeavoured 
to perform the third and laſt part 


of my Promiſe, by acquainting 
you , what it is that will be ex- 
peQed from you, after you have 
had the honour to be admitted a 
Gueſt at God's Table, and to bear 


your part in the Celebration of 


this holy Feaſt; 
| Pariſhioner. Sir, You have, to 
my great fatisfaQtion, fully per- 
formed 
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formed all that you promiſed * 
And now, it is my.part.not only 
to remember, but carefully to ob- 
ſerve, and conſcienciouſlly follow 
thoſe good Rules and Inſtructions, 
which you have given me. And 


| | that, from this time forward, 1 
| | .will-endeavour,. by God's. Afſhiſt- 
* * ance, todo. TI beg your Pardon 


: for the trouble I have given you, 


' and heartily thank you tor the 


pains you have taken with me. TI 


|; hope you will excuſe the One, and 
1 Twit endeavour to-Tmprove the 


{* Other to thoſe good Ends and Purs- 
{| poſes, which you deſign'd it. And 
'| that I may the ſooner ſer about 
| that Work, I will at preſent take 
"my Leave of you. 

| Paſtor. God b'w'y',good Neigh- 
> | bour; Go, and do as you have - 
* faid, and the Lo7d give a Bleſſing 


1} thereunto, Be not you wanting 


; to your Telf in your Endeavours, 


and God Almighty will never be. 
 _K*'- _' wanting 
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wanting to you-1n his afliſtance. | 
But that 'you may carry on this| 
work the more -comfortably, be# 
frequent in your Prayers to God}: 
for his bleſſing and direCtion;# 
and reſt aſſured, my Prayers ſhall? 
not be wanting at the Throne of! 
Grace, thit you may be fucceſs-! 
ful therein. | 
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SHORT FORM 
O F fo 
PRAYERS 


_ Fitted for the more Worthy 


| RECEIVING 
DO IHE - 

_ } Holy Communion: 
a WITH A 

| Morning and Evening Prayer 
for the Uſe of Private Families. 


LT TL 7 Hen you hear the Ex- 


: 
*: 


> WY/ horfation read by the 


. Hay, or Holy-day before, and find 
; yourſelves thereby invited to, and 
—— admoniſhed to-prepare your ſelves 

+ for, the:Celebration of the Sacra- 
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ment of the Lord's Supper ; con- 
ſider ſeriouſly, by whom, and to | 
what you are invited ; imprint | 
upon -your minds a due ſenſe of | 
that great honour- which 1s done | 
you by. God, and oof the great | 
love of your dying Saviour ; and! 
think with your ſelves with what ! 
Godly Preparation -you ought to | 
approach thereunto. And that} 
theſe impreſſions may not wear ' 
out, let me adviſe you conſtantly: 
to uſe this following, or ſome: 
fuch like Prayer and Confeſſion, | 
every Morning and 'Evening the! 
Week betore. 55 ns | 


OE WET oe tug 


Abaiaher and moſt merci-: 
| ful . Father, -who of thine 
infinite goodneſs haſt been pleaſed: 
to invite me_not only to Feaſt: 
with thee, but.to Feaſt upon thee; 
who haſt provided for me not only: 
Sacramental Bread and Wine, but! 
the Bread and Water of Life, the 
Body 
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Body and Blood of my bleſſed Sa- 
viour. How infinite 15thy mer- 
cy, and how upſpeakable is thy 
loving kindneſs herein ! T am ©- 
verwhelmed with'the thoughts of 
it, and loſt in admiration. But 
when I confider, That Thou art a 
Ged of purer Eyes than-to behold 
the leaſt Iniquity';; That Thou 
neitzer aoft nor can approve-of 
any Sin in any one ; then my 
tears ariſe, and my confidence 
faileth me. How ſhall T, who am 
a great and grievous Sinner, aps 
pear before thee? How ſhall T 
dare to approach thy -preſence ? 
I cannot but own- that both in 
thought, ward;-and-deed, I have 
grievoully offended thy moſt Sa- 
cred: Majeſty, and- that too fre- 
quently, and with too high an 
hand, TI have done what in me 


lay, to forfeit thy favour, and 
to provoke thy wrath and indig- 
nation againſt me. What there« 
fore 


K 3 


OC CET ISP rn. 


nt 


ol | 192 A Short Form © 
fore can-I expe, but with him | 
who wanted the Wedding-Gar--| 
ment, to be rejefted with ſcorn, . | 
"Nl: and expoſed to-Puniſhment ? But, .| 
By O Lord, , with | Thee- 1s- mercy | 
| that thou mayſt. be: feared. Ir is-| 
i thy property , . to have mercy | 
|| 81 _ and to. forgive.” In. confidence, | 
WI! | therefore, . of this thy great mer- | 
|| cy, and in hopes of Pardon nd þ 
I! | |} Forgiveneks, it is, that I am now | 
WI! | humbly bold to appear before | 
I | i Thee. . Behold me, () Lord, thus | 
Wi proſtrate in thy. preſence, with"! 
W the tears.of true, and unfeigned * 
18; Repentance, bewailing the miſ: | 
FA | carriages of my by-palt lite ; and * 
| I} | j for thy mercies- ſake, and for the | 
+ 1108 merits ſake of thy dear Son, Jeſus. 
F118'8 Chriſt, humbly begging, not only. 
Ii | Pardoning Grace for Sins paſt, but | 
Preyenting Grace againſt Sin for | 
| the time to come... It was for my ! 


| Sin-that my Saviour ſuffered ; it | 
vas to waſh.away the ſtain _ 


- 
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of that he ſhed his Blood, © let me 
not loſe the benefit of ig! If there 
be any thing in me that may ren- 
der me uncapable of it, be pleaſed 
to remove it, It therg be. any 
thing wanting 1n me, to«-make me 
fit for it, et thy Holy Spurit, 

O Lord, work it in me. Subdue 
and mortifie all my Luſts and 
Corruptions, and implant in me 
principles of Holinels and true 
Righteouſnek Teach meto love 
and fear Thee as I ought. Give 
me an kumble and obedient tem-. 
per of mind, Let it be my great- 
pleaſure ta. walk in. thy ways, 
and my only delight to keep thy 
commandments. Make me thank- 
ful for all thy mercies, and care- 
tul to.1mprove them to thy glory, 
| pr own comfort, and the good 
of others. Fit me for all itates 
and conditions of. life, and pre- 
pare me for every good work ; 
but eſpecially. for the celebration 
K 4 of 
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of that Sacred Feaſt which T am: 
ROW invited to: Let nothing, O 
Lord, be wanting in me "that: 
Thou knoweſt requiſite for me 
when I appear in thy preſence. 
Let me be tound a welcome gueſt: 
at thy] Table ; and- there receive 
dhiat heaven y Food, which alone 
can- nouriſh 's8p my Soul unto E- 
ernal F. ie, Al which I hum- 
bly beg, '1n the Name-and-Medi- 
ation of Jeſus Chrift, and in that 
Sacred form of Words, which Wy 
himſelf hath taught us, laying, 


Our Father which art in Hens 
Ven, QC. 
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0 | Tx-the Mormng-of the C OmmMunton- 
at' | Day, before you go to Ghureh; 


Ez. | we this following, or ſome ſuch 
Ve. | TEINS 72 7 A DE 
{t+ LNESN | 
Ve | FF N Lordimy God, the Day, the 
ne | . # joyful Day is come,. on 


E* , which Thouhaſt promiſed to pro- 
N- | vide, and invited me: to- be 


di- | guvelt, at a moſt Heavenly Bans 
at * quet. This-day T am*to Feaſt 


he * with Thee, and Feed upon: my 
--> * bleſſed Saviour- and Redeemer. 
Hy Give me, TI befeech Thee; a+dite 
= | ſenſe of that Honour and Hdppt-- 
5 neſs T-am now going to'be made 
partaker of, and make 'me truly 
thankful for it. IT am now going 

to Thy Table, good Lord fit 

and prepare me for it ; furniſh 

Iz | me with ſuch Graces, and Orna- 
* "ments of Mind, as may be ſuita- 

ble to ſo high and honourable an 
entertainment ; fill my Soul with 
| K 5 Fear 
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| | | Fear and Reverence, with Hu- | 
| | mility and Meckneſs, with Picty-| 
Y and Devotion,. and : with Faitlr} 
| | and Charity ; that nothing may | 


wlh) be found wanting in me, when I ; 
| appear before Thee. Let thy Bleſ-| 
ſing go: along with me, and let! 
[Thy Holy Spirit guide and dire&| 
| me, . Let me find a gracious re-} 
| | ception there, and a full ſatisfa-| 
'Y 
| 
| 
| 


Etion to all my wiſhes and de-} 

fires : Enable me ſo to Eat the 

Fleſh and Drink the Blood of 

my, bleſſed Saviour, that he may! | 
_ evermore dwell 1n me, and:I ay 
; him..: Grant this, O Lord, for! 
4 Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, our only Me-| 
| OT, and Advocate. | Amen. . 
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purpoſe. - 


]. Am here, O Lord, in Obedt - 
_ ence to thy Command; and 
am very deſirous to. do my Du- | 


is i 7; 
art Prayer, fo. this 


ty.: 1 come to renew my Cove | 


nant with Thee ; ang beg thy. 
aſſiſting Grace, That * LOG, keep* | 


1t better for the time to come. To - 


FS cad, be pleaſed 'to increaſe 
rengtheg ar Faith, when 
"Thou ot read * FOG n. 
me ; -and gr; ever 
hereafter” ſerve” _ -] es er : 
an Newneſs of 96; Bea 'T finda 


table ſpread far .me, hleſſed be. 
thy :Name- for oe” ie we 4. ! 
be — 


> 
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tels, for fo great-.an Honour.:” I 
am- unworthy" to'partake of theſe 


rits-vfirmy own, to,truſt to ; but 
F have thy 'Mercies to ' depend 


{ed Saviour to plead for me. Hear 
them, O Lord; and, for their 


Amens | 


When you ſee the Bread broken, auil 
the Wine poured out by the Mi- 


or ſome other ſhort Prayer, to 


'this purpoſe. 


- 


beſeech Thee , .a Spiritual Appe-, 
cite thereunto.; Famunfhit, :I con-' 


Holy Myſtertes': :I have no Me-. 
upon; and the Merits of my Bleſ- 


fakes, look - graciouſly down upon. 
me :- upon their Account, let me 
Fnd Favour with"Thee here, and: 
obtain Everlaſting Life , when-. 
Time ſhallbe no more, hereatter. . 


wiſter ; then uſe this following, 


() Holy Jeſs, who tor my 
WW lake didft fufter thy ſelf nu 
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be 5e "Kpprehended; Arraigned and! 
Condemned, and (at laſt) to ſuf- 
fer Death upon the Croſs for my, 
Sins: Give me Grace to be-tru-- 
ly afeQted with the Rememibrarice 
of what | They haſt done, and 
ſuffered for me. Write it on the 
Tables of my Heart, that I miay 
ever be mindful of it: and let 
the Conſideration thereof, cauſe 
me to hate Sin, and love Holineſs; 
Create in me, O'Lord, a new Heart, 

and renew a right Spirit within 
7e ; that, for the future, I may 
make it my bulineſs to Perfect 
Holineſs in thy Fear : That, as 
Thou diedſt 6 Sin; ſo I may 
die to Sin : That, as thy Body 
was broken, and- Blood ſpilt up- 
on the Croſs tor the.Sins of Man- 
kind 3 {0 my Heart may be bro- 
ken under the Senſe of Sin," and 
broken of. from the love and like- 

ing of any 'Sin.; and, at laſt, fix- 
Ed Upon Holy and: ftedfalt Reſo. - 
lutions. 
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lutions of better Obedience for the; : 
future. Anien. 


W "half the Miniſter is Receiving the. 
Sacrament himſelf, and Admi- 
niſtring it to the reſt-of the Com- 


_ municants ; you may uſe this fol- 


lowing, or ſome other ſhort Pray- 
e&r, to this effect. 


; 3 Bleſſed Lord God! Whoam + 
Y T, that Thou.ſhouldſt be - 


thus mindfu} s "me? That Thou 
Thouldſt adnut mea Gueſt to thy- 


Table? I know, Iam unworthy 
to appear in thy Preſence , and 
ſhould have wanted Confidence 


to approach this Sacred Place, if - 


I had not received thy Command 
fo todo. Lord, Let me nat ſuf- 


fer for m al Obedience thereunto:. 
hoy-haſt thought fit to - 
invite me hither ; {o be [oy | 


But, as 


to prepare my Heart.for the Re- 


_ 
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provided for” me: And*-grant, 

That my ſo doing may in ſome. 
meaſure be inftrumental to the . 
Advancement. of thy Glory, . the-: 
Good of my own Sogl, and the 

Edification- of. others. And this - 
I bez for Jeſus Chriſt. his. lake... 


Amin, | 


Vithen; you have Received the Holy © 
Sacrament, whilſt the Miniſter 
is Adminiſtring it to others, or” 
returning to the T able, and pla- 
cing things decently, and is or- 
aer there; you may uſe this fal- 
lening, or-{ome other ſhort Pray - 
er, to this purpoſe. 


Almighty God, and Hea- 
QA: venly.Father., I moſt hear- - 
tily thank "Thee for. that Spiri- | 
tual Food., . which I have now 
Received. Let not, I beſeech 
Thee, - any Failure of mine de-- 
Prive me of the Advantages of 


= A — Þ4 L 9 
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this- Holy Feaſt : . But be pleaſed 
to add thy Bleſſing thereunto, that 
{o -1t-may be Food - indeed, and 
nouriſh my Soul-; not only in 
Grace here, but unto Glory here- 
atter. I am {ſo ſenſible of the 
Obligation, that 'Thou haſt been 
pleaſed now to lay upon me, 
that I do henceforward devote 
and- conſecrate my ſelf, Soul and 


| Body, - wholly to thy Service ; 
- humbly beſeeching Thee to ac- 


cept this -my bounden:Duty, and 
to give-me Grace ever-hereafter 
rightly. and truly to perform *the 
lame; to thy Honour and Glo- 


ry, through Feſas  Chrift,. our | 


Lord. Am:n. 


———=ew ” de 


Os nn 7 RO OO KEPT 4 =; 


eng 3. we Wed FISIES | Is ; 


of- 4 © rayers.. 20'F 


—— 


Sor wer ray 


y—_— 


When you return Heme, ani are 
. retired into your Chamber, -0r 
Cloſſet ; you may uſe this fol- 
lowing , or ſome- other Prayer, 

 'to this purpoſe. 


Almiglty - and 'moft Merci- 
\ Z. ful Father; who art Good, 
and+&o'ft Good :: Thou art an in-: 
exhaw{tible. Fountain, and an un-- 
fathomable Depth. of: Mercy and- 
Goodneſs! Of thy Fulneſs we alt 
receive, and are filled, without 
leſſening thy: Store. How great- 
an inftance- have IT this Day had 
of thy Bounty ? How large an 
Experience of thy Mercy ?- I eon- 
teſs,-I am a Sinner,- and-a great 
Sinner ; - the unworthieſt of thoſe 
that-worſkip-Thee, unfit for the 
Company of thy Saints and Ser-- 
vants: And yet I have this Day: 
had the Honour to fit at thy Ta- 
ble,  and- to. be entertain'd- by 


' 
— ww. u—_— ——— _——— — 


mo 
"7 


204 


ah # Short Frrmw 


Thee at a moſt Heavenly Ban- 
quet. I have had the Happineſs, 
not only to Feaſt with my Savi- 
our ,.. but to feed upon Him ; to 
cat his Fleſh, and drink his-Blood : 
which whoſoever doth, He hath 
aſſured me, Shall have Everlaſt- 
ing Life ; and He will Raiſe him 
up at the laſt Day. What ſhall 
render unto Thee, O Lord, for all | 
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this Mercy. and Goodneſs ? 'I will | 
take the Cup of Saluation , and | 


call upon the Name 
will make it my by 


God: I | 
to ſerve. ! 


and pleaſe: Thee ,” as long: as T | 
live. Fheſe are my Refalutions:. | 


Lord, Let not thy aſſiſting Grace | 
| be wanting to me, for the Per- | 


formance of them | Write, I ber! 
ſeech Thee, this thy Mercy upr| 


on my Mind,. in ſuch CharaGers' 
as may neyer be blotted out. Give 
me ſuch a due Senſe of it, that 


my Heart may be. unfeignedly:! 


thankful; and that I may 
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forth thy Praiſe, not only with 
my Lips, but in my Lite; by 
giving up my {elf- to-rhy Service, 
and 'by walking before Thee in 
Holineſs and Righteouſneſs - all 
my Days, through Feſus Chriſt 
our Lord : In whoſe Bleiſed Name 
and Words I further Pray as. He 
hath taught me, ſaying, 


Our Father which art in Hea-- 


ven, RC, 


Þ# 'Oraſmuch as no Buſineſs, 
either Religious or Civil, 

- Can. be well done by us, 
without the Grace -and Aſſiftance 
of Almighty Ged; nor any thing. 
proſper under our Hands, with- 
out his Bleſſing thereupon : And 
that, neither his Grace end Afſi- 
ſtance, nor: his Bleſſing upon what 
we 


3» 
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we £0 about, can reaſonably be 
hoped for, unleſs, with Pious and 
Devout Hearts, we faithfully and 
diligently Pray unto Him for the 
ſame: It will highly concern us, 
even 11 point of Intereſt, as well 
as Duty, to take the Counſel of 
St. Paul, and Pray continually ; 
z. e. To keep our Hearts and 
Minds in ſuch an Holy and De- 
vout Frame and "Temper , that 
at. all Times, and upon all Occa- 
ſions, we may be ready to offer 
up pure Hearts, and clean Hands 
unto God in Prayer. But though 
this ought to be the coſfant Frame 
and 'Tempzr of our Souls; yet 
there are ſome -particular- Seaſons, 
when we ought-feriouſly, folemn- 
ly, and on ſet purpoſe, to.exer- 
cle the ſame; eſpecially, Morn» 


ing and Evening. And becaute. 


all Maſters of Families ought , 
with the good Joſhnah, to take 


care, that not only They them 
oy  _ felves, 


TI money m2” ' ; wy 
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ſelves, but thoſe of their Houſe , 
ſerve the .Lord ; and that this can 
never be well done, without keep- 
ing up ſome Religious Order and 
Diſcipline in their Families ; | 
will nor only be convenient, but 
neceſſary for them, - to ſet apart 
{ome certain [Times and Seaſons, 
wheretn both they and their Hou- 
ſhold may: jointly exerciſe this fo 
ammediate Act of Worſhip ; and 
together, offer up their Prayers, 
and return their Thanks and: Prai- 
{es unto God, "This Part of- Re- 
ligious Worſhip, Tam afraid, is 
too much neglected, if not whol- 
ly. laid aſide, in many Families, at 
this Day. To reſtore, therefore, 
this Holy Order -and Diſcipline 
1n private Families ; to revive the 
Exerciſe thereof, and to afliſt 
thoſe who are not already better 
lupply'd, in that Godly PraQtice, 
have Compoſed this following 
Prayer; and do heartily wiſh, 
+} that 
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that all Maſters of Families would 
take care, that cirher this, or ſome 
fuch like Prayers, be conſtantly, 

_ at leaſt every Morning and Even- 


ing, uſed in their Houſes. 
The Prayer. 


# N Almighty, -moſt Merciful, 
A and  Eternally Gracious .| 
Lord God:\ Thou art aGod hear- | 
ing. Prayers; therefore, to Thee | 
{hall all Fleſh come: Thou-art | 


- Good, and doeſt Good: Thou | 


art.the Great and Glorious Crea- | 
tour of Heaven and Earth, the | 
Wiſe Orderer .and Diſpoſer of all | 
_ therein. We, the unwor- | 

jeſt of thy Creatures here .on | 
Earth, - are at this time proftrate | 
in-thy Preſence ; humbly confeſ- | 
{ing-our Sins, and. thankfully ac- | 
knowledging thyMercies. We con- | 


 fels,O Lodge bave finned againit 


Heayen, 


yell, 
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| Heaven, and againſt Thee, and are 
-no more worthy to be called thy 


People: We have left undone thoſe 
things, which we ought to have 


done; and we have done thoſe 
things, which we ought not to 


have done : We have omitred ma- 
ny Duties,and'committed many E- 


normities : We have ſinned againſt 


great Light, and great Love, dul- 
covered to us in the Goſpel of 
thy Son. Our Sins, we confeſs, 
have been ſo out of meaſure fin- 
ful, that, ſhould't 'Thou deal 


with us as we have deſerved, ior 


meafure out unto us a Vial of 
Wrath proportionable to the E- 
hh of our Iniquities, it might 
in a drowning meaſure and man- 
ner fall upon'us. But with Thee, 
O Lord, is Mercy, that Thou 
may'ſt be feared ; - and therefore 
'6 1t, that we'are once rrore hum- 


'bly 'bold to offer our Perſons, 
andour Devotions, to the Throne 


ps of 
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of Grace-; beſeechins Thee, for 
\thy Mercy's ſake, and for tha Me- 
-rit's ſake .of :thy dear Son, and 
our .Blefled Sawiorr, in Mercy | 
to 'look. upon us; to open our | 
Eyes;, - and .make us' ſenfible of |} 
our'-Sins; to open our Hearts, | 
and make us ſorrowful tor: our 
Sins; to work 1n us a Repen- 
tance, never to be repented of ; 
to ſubdue and mortifie. in us all | 
_ our Luſts, and: luitful Inclinati- | 
Ons; all our corrupt [Thoughts | 
-and Imaginations-: And, inſtead | 
thereof, to implant: in us. Prinei- | 
 pkes' of Holineſs, and true Righ- | 
. teouſneſs. Give us a lively Faith | 
'1n thy San, a ſincere and. entire | 
. Obedience. to thy Wall., - a -pre- 
found Humility - and -unwearied | 
Patience under thy Hand:, -and | 
_ an holy, Contentedneſs. with eve- | 
ry Eſtate and Condition, where- | 
41n Thou ſhalt pleaſe to place us. 
Juſtifie, we pray Thee ,- our'Per- 
ſons, 
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fons, and ſanCtine our Natures: 


Waſh us throughout in Soul, and 
Body, and Spirit ; that ſo, both 


.our Perſons, and our Performances 
may now and evermore be ac- 
ceptable in thy Preſence, O Lord, 


our Strength, and our Redeemer. 
With us, we pray Thee, be 


mindful of all Thine : Bleſs thy 


Univerſal Church, and ever 
Member thereof; particularly,theſe 
Churches of Ezglazd,Scotland, and 
Ireland. And herein, 1n a partt- 
cular manner, let the choiceſt of 
thy Bleſſings reit upon the Head 
and Heart of thy Servant, but 
our dread Soveraign, F A MES, 
by thy Grace, and eſpecial Provi- 
dence, of Exgland,Scotland, France, 
and Trelazd, King, Defender of 
the Faith, in all Cauſes, and over 
all Perſons, as well Sacred as Ci» 
vil, 10 theſe his Realms, and in 
all other his Majeſty's Dominions 
and Countries, ' Supreme Modera- 
L _ tor 
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tor and Governour. As Thou haft 
done Great things for Him ; fo, 
we pray Thee, do Great things 
by Him: In Him give unto us 
the Bleſſings of Government ; and 
1n Him fulfil amongſt us the Ends 
of Government. Bleſs Him and | 
Us in the Safety and Preſervation 
of his Royal Perſon, and in the 
Health and Happineſs of his Roy- 
al Relations. In particular, Bleſs 
Him and Us, in bleſſing his Roy- 
al Confort, . and our Gracious 
Queen, MART; make her a 
joyful Mother of Children, and 
Happy in them. And in Bleſſing, 
be pleaſed to bleſs Katherine, the 
Queen Dowager, their Royal 
Highnefſes, Mary Princeſs of O- 
range, the Princels Anne of Dex- 


_ zaark, and all the Royal Family. 


Endue them with thy Holy Spi- | 

rit, enrich them with thy Hea- | 

venly Grace ; proſper them with | 

all Happineſs, and bring them at 
| s. laſt, 
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laſt, though late, to thine Ever- 
laſting Kingdom, Bleſs Him and 
Us, in bleſſing the Miniſters ot 
thy Holy Word and Sacraments 3 
as well Arch-Biſhops and Bilhops, 
as other Paſtors and Curates. Blels | 
the Lords, and the reſt of his Ma- 
jeſty's moſt Honourable Privy- 
Council. Bleſs. all: the: Nobility, 
Gentry, Judges, Magiſtrates, and 
Commonalty of the Realm : Bleſs 


| themall, from the Higheſt to the 


Loweſt, with Religious Hearts 
towards Thee their God, Loyal 
Hearts towards their Soveraign, 
and Loving and Charitable Hearts 
one towards another. And now, 
O Lord, we pray Thee for a Bleſ- 
ſing upon Us, even Us, who are 
here before Thee, at this time :. 
Bleſs Us in our Perſons, in our 
Ot-ſpring, in our Servants, in our 
Relations, in our Acquaintance, 
in our Habitations, and in all our ' 
Lawful ARQtons.. 


Eo: Thus 
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Thus far this Prayer may be uſed 


both Morning aud Evening ; and 
the Morning Prayer may be con- 
tizued thus : 


FF ET thy good Hand of Pro-- 


vidence be over us this Day 


for Good : Let it preſerve and 


defend us from all Dangers both 


of Soul and Body. We are now 
going to Converſe with a ſubril 


and ſinful World ; be Thou plea- 


fed to fortify our Minds againſt 


both the Allurements and Conta- 
gion thereof.. Let neither our. 
own in-bred Lufts, and Corrup- 
tions betray us; nor the Power 
of Sathan,nor Policy of the World, 
prevail upon us to {werve from 
the ways of thy Commandments. 
Be pleaſed, O Lord, to go in and 
aut with us in all our Underta- 


kings, and to bleſs and proſper | 


us therein., Imprint upon- our 
Minds 
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Minds-luch a warm and vigorous 
S2nſe of thy Divine Providence 
over us, as. may engage us al-_ 
ways to walk in thy Ways, and 
oblige us to ſtudy nothing more, 
than how to ſerve .and pleaſe 
'Thee all our. Days. - Nor are we 
mindful of our ſelves alone, but of 
all thoſe alſo, who are in worſe 
Condition than our ſelves ; who 
are any ways afflicted or diftreſ- | 
{cd 1n Mind, Body or Eſtate, (eſpe- 
cially thoſe, who either defire, or 
ſtand. in need. of. our- Prayers): 
Let 1t - pleaſe. Thee to comfort 
and relieve them according totheir 
leveral Neceſlities ; .giving them 
Patience. under their Sufierings, 
and an happy Iffue out of all their 
Afittions, - And, as-we Pray un- 
to Thee; ſo, we, deſire to Praiſe 


Thee, for-all Mercies;. at all 


Times ,.. and upon all Occaſions 
afforded to us: We bleſs Thee 
tor our Creation, Preſervation, 
; O18 of and 
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and all the Bleſſings of this Life :. 
In an eſpecial manner, we adore 
thy Great and: Good Providence 
for thy ProteCtion of us this Night 
paſt, and for that competent Mea- 
{ure of Reſt and Sleep, which we 
have enjoyed. We bleſs Thee, 
for that Thou haft ſafely brought 
us. to the Beginning of this Day : 
Defend us in the ſame with thy 
mighty Power ; and grant, That: 
this Day we fall into no Sin, nei- 
ther run into any kind of Danger : 
Rut that all our. Doings may be 


- ordered by thy Governance, to- 


do always that 's Righteous 
in thy Sight. We bleſs Thee for 
all thoſe thy Saints and Servants,. 
who are departed this Life in thy 
Faith and Fear : Beſeeching Thee 
to give. us. Grace ſo to follow their 
go0d Examples, that we, with 
them, may at laſt obtain a Glo- 
rious Reſurrection in the Life E- 
verlaſting. But above all, we a- 


dore | 


th. 
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dore and'magnify thy Great and 
Glorious Name, for the Redem- 
ption of the World by our Lord 
Teſus Chriſt, the Fountain and 
Foundation of all our Mercies ; 
for the Means of Grace here, and 
the Hope of Glory hereafter. For 
all theſe Mercies we Pray unto 
Thee, and for all theſe Bleſſings 


ve delire to Praiſe Thee, in that 


moſt Sacred Form. of Words, 
which the Holy Jeſus hath taught 
us, ſaying, 


Our Father which avt- in Hea- 
Vew, &C. 
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The Evening Prayer may be conti> 
nued thus ; 


A] E Praiſe and Glority thy: 


'Y, Great and Glorious Name, . 


O Lord God, for. thy moſt Gra- 
cious Providence over. us, and Pro- 


tection of us this. Day paſt ; that, 


by the Aſſiſtance of thy Grace, 


and Holy Spirit, Thou haſt with- | 


held us .from falling. into many 
Sins, which our own Luſts and 


_ Corruptions might have betrayed 


us into ; and prevented us from 
running into many. Dangers, 1n- 
to which our own Folly and Va- 
nity might have led us. Conti- 
nue, we pray Thee, the ſame 
Providence over .us this Night ; 
and let it watch over us for Good. 
Lighten our Darkneſs, we beſcech 
Thee ; and, by thy Great Mercy, 
defend us from all Perils and Dan- 
Fe of this Night. Furniſh us 


with 
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with a competent meaſure of Reſt 
and Sleep ; and let that Sleep: be 
{weet and pleaſant, ftrengthen- 
mg and refreſhing to our weari- 
ed Bodies, Let 1t be our Care 
to compole our Minds. into. a qui- 
et. and ſedate Temper, and to fill 
them with ſuch Holy Thoughts, 
and Heavenly Meditations , that 
there may be no room for our 
extravagant Fancies to' work up- - 
on them, nor any place. for evil: 
or idle Dreams to diſturb them:. 
And grant,we beſeech Thee, That 
by that Reſt and Refreſhment, 
waich we ſhall this Night receive 
at thy Merciful Hands, we ma 

be ſo enlivened and Bwitesz f 
that the Day enſuing we may be. 
able (in the Strength thereof, and 
by the Aſſiſtance of thy Grace) 
not only to diſcharge the Duties 
of our Particular Callings in this. 
World ; but alſo, thoſe of our Ge-- 
neral Callings,-in order to our E- 
verlaſting 


__—_— 


4 


A Short Fornr, &c. 
verlaiting Happineſs 1n the World 
to come. And this we beg, for 
the ſake of thy dear Son, and 
our Bleſſed Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt ; 
in whoſe Bleſſed Name and 
Words we Conclude theſe - our 
broken and imperfect Prayers, 
ſaying, as He himſelf hath taught. 
us; 
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. Our Father which art in Hea-- 
Ven, &C. 


Books Printed for, and Sold by 
L. Meredith, at the King's- 
Head, at the Welt End of 
$t. Paul's Church-Yard. 


Short Diſcourſe upon the Rea- 
ſonableneſs . of Men's having a 
Religion, or Worſhip of God. By his 
Grace, George Duke of Buckingham,  - 
The Songs of Moſes and Deborah 


|  Paraphrasd; with Poems on ſeveral 


Occaſions. Never before Publiſhed. 
To which :1s added, A Pingarick, on 
Mr. Z Eſtrange. 

Two Treatiſes: The Firſ#, Concer- 
ning Reproaching and Cenſure;, The Se- 
cond, An Anſwer to Mr. Serjeant's Sure 
Footing. To-which are annexed, Tvree 
Sermons Preached upon ſeveral Occa- 
l10ns; and very uſeful for theſe Times. 
By the late Learned and Reverend 
 Wiltam Faulkzer, D. D. 

An Introduction to the Old Engliſh 
Hiſtory; comprehended in Three ſeve- 
ral Tracts: The Firſt, An Anſwer to - 
Mr. Petyt's Rights of the Commons Aſſer- 
ted. 
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Edition very much enlarged. . The Se- 


cond, An: Anfwer toa Book, Entitu- | 
Jed, 4rgrmentim Antinormaricum, much |} 


von the {ame Subjet: Never before 
Publifhed. The Third, The 'Exact 
Hiſtory of the Scceſſion of the Crows 
.of Ergland: The Second Edition, alfo 


very much enlarged. Together, with 


an Appendix, . containing: feveral Re- 
cords, and a. Series of Great Comncals 
and Parbamerts, Before and Afﬀter the 


'Congueſt, unto the End of the Reign of - | 


Henry'the Third: And a Gloſſary, ex- 
Pounding Thany words, uſed frequent- 
ly in. our Antient Records, Laws, and 


Biſtorians, Publiſhed for the Yindica- Þ 


t10n of Truth, and the Aſſiſtazce of ſuch 
as delire with Satisfaction to read, and 
truly underftand, the Antient Engbſh 
Hiſtorians, and other Pieces of Antiqui- 


7 A Catalogue of Books. 2. 


ted; ard toa Book, Entituled, Fari 
Anglorum Factes Nova: The Second 


| A By Rabert Braddy, Dodor in: Phys + 
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